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PEEFACE. 

The Author of the following work is a gentleman of 
colour, who was horn and reared in North Carolina, 
United States. In early life he was left a destitute 
orphan, and had hut few educational advantages. By 
the local authorities of Guildford County, in that state, . 
he was hound apprentice to a Planter, whose land was 
cultivated hy the unrequited toil of a company of his 
enslaved feUow-creatures, whose lahour was enforced hy 
the whip, and whose faults, real or fictitious, were 
punished by torture. His master was also a heartless 
trader in human beings. It affords a gUmpse into 
Slave morals, that though our Author was freebom, and, 
in consequence of his mother being an Indian, legally 
exempt from bondage, it was nBoessary to provide ex- 
pressly in the indenture by which he was bound, against 
his being kidnapped or ensnared into Slaveiy« In this 
service he mis-spent twelve precious years of his life, 
and became inured to the inflicting of the cruelties 
attendant upon Man-stealing and Slave-driving. During 
the last five years of the time, the entire managenent of 
the business was committed to his hands. Hence he is 
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personally conversant with all the disgusting details of 
Plantation Slave-life, of the Slave^pen, and of the Auc- 
tion-hlock. It has since been a source of grief to him 
to recollect the part he took in ordering and superin- 
tending the harrassing and flogging of men, women, and 
children ; and in separating for life those dearest one to 
the other, whose ties of kinship man has no power to 
sever. The wife and the child are still the wife and the 
child, how £Bir and bow long soever they be parted from 
husband and parent. 

After leavii^g the unholy business, Mr. Mitchell was 
brought under the power of God's converting grace. 
The study of Christianity re^ulted-^as it ever must, 
when unbiassed--!-in his discarding with abhorence the 
iniquities inherent in Slavery, which in ignorance and 
depravity he had assisted to perpetrate. He. devoted 
himself from that day to the eause of the en^ved ; and 
uQto this day his- devotion has continued to bum with 
unceasing ardour and indomitable persistency. While 
engaged in the ministiy of Christ's gospeU he has justly 
regarded it an essential pjtrt of his wori^ to promote the 
letting-go of the^ oppressed, undoing of. the heavy burr 
den, and the beeaking of every yoke. B^ieving tJie 
enactment, of the Mosaic law to involve a monal vprin^ 
eiple, which is of peiqsetnal astd univeDsal oblig^on, he 
}m ^deavoD^ed ta act as answering to the voice Qi-Qodf 



/ 



^ ^ 



Baying unto him, "Thou Shalt not deliver unto hi^ 
master the servant (bondHian) which is escaped from 
his master unto thee^ Be shall dwell with thee ; even 
among you, in that place which he shall choose, in on^ 
of thy gates, where it liketh him hest ; thou shalt not 
oppress him/' (Deut. Sd: 16, 16.) Resident in the 
State of OhiOi he was for many years an active member 
of a Vigilance Committee, whose business is to aid 
fogitives from Slaveiy in escaping to Canada. This is 
explained in the following pages, and is done in viola- 
tion of iniquitotis law, and at the risk of both money 
and Uberty. But it is in obedience to the will, of God, 
esgoined hy the prophet Isaiah (chap, 16, v. &, 4) : — 
*• Bring counsel," t. e. be deliberately united, ** interpose 
with equity ; make thy shadow as the night in. the midst 
of noon-day ; hide the outcasts ; discover not the frigi- 
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tive. Let the oulqasts of Moab sojourn with thee (Oh ! 
Sion) ; be thou to them a covert from the destroyer.*' 
(Lowth's Translation.) Acting thus as a director of the 
so-called " Underground Bailroad," he has been a bless- 
ing to numbers of poor creatures, whose blessing in 
return has rested upon him and his fellow-directors. By 
a wise man, ** the blessing of him that is ready to 
perish" is never despised ; and certainly not the loving 
gratitude of those who by his aid attained unto freedom, 
comfort, and respectability. Amongst those whose escape 
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it has been his hononr and privilege to promote, it wiH 
interest the reader to know, is " Eliza," of Mrs. Stowe, 
in " Uncle Tom's Cabin," whose passage over the ice 
with her lovely boy has thrilled so many millions of 
readers. The Rev. John Rankin, a well-known Aboli- 
tionist, whose zeal during a long life has never flagged, 
and who has aided in the escape of thousands of fugi- 
tives, was the first to shelter this miraculously aided 
woman upon her stepping on the Ohio shore of the river. 
He passed her on to our author, who took charge of her 
for a brief period, and conveyed her into the care of 
another. This fact is related in the book itself. I refer 
to it because of the additional proof it affords that the 
talented authoress of that bewitching work has recorded 
facts, and has not been guilty of exaggeration. 

A few years ago, Mr. Mitchell became a missionary 
to the escaped Aigitives in Toronto, Canada West, in the 
service of the American Baptist Free Mission Society — 
the only one of that denomination in the United States 
which takes proper ground in denouncing Slavery as a sin, 
and refusing to touch its proceeds. He has succeeded 
in gathering a large congregation of this class of persons, 
but their poverty, and, alas, the strength of prejudice 
against colour existing in that British colony, has neces- 
sitated his visit to this country to collect money to build 
a chapel and school-house for their use and beneflt. On 
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liis coining to me with a letter from a friend, I ri^dly 
examined his credentials ; and being frilly satisfied with 
them, I have deemed it a privilege to promote his object 
to the extent of my ability. Having had the pleasure to 
hear him address many aadienees, I have become im- 
pressed with the impcnrtaiice of giving permanent form to 
the principal narratives and facts he is accustomed to 
relate. Hence I suggested the publishing of the book 
now in the hands of the reader. The suggestion having 
1)een cordially sanctioned by many well-known philan- 
tropists, it is hoped that by their aid and that of others, 
the little work will obtain a wide circulation. By this 
means good will be done. The excellent object Mr. 
Mitchell has in view will be served, as the condition and 
claims of the frigitives in Canada — ^that interesting class 
of our fellow British subjects — ^will become better known 
to those who have the means and the will to assist them. 
At least a portion of the profits of the book will be given 
to the btdlding now in course of erection, which he 
hopes will be the centre of his future labours. Prin- 
cipally, however, additional information will be diffused 
respecting that giant crime — ^American Slavery. Intro- 
duced by us into that country, and still sustained by our 
commerce, we are more closely connected with it than 
^my other nation. Its abolition must and will be 
Iwought about mainly by British influence. In this 
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noble work English Ohiistians mnst t^ke the lead, a» 
they did in efi^cting emancipation in the West Indies. 
Dr. Albert Barnes, the celebrated commentfitor, has 
repeatedly testified that Slaverjr could n^t exist one hour 
if the church in that country pnt. forth b$r powier. ^Thia 
witness is true ; t^t I ,am persuaded that the impetus 
must be given by the church in this country. Our 
Chnstitt^ merch;l^lt8, iPjanufacturers, and artizans, those 
princes of wealth, enterprise^ skill, i^d industry, must 
bdag their moral iofiuence to betas upon the four-million- 
fold enormity, and it will sink beneath the pressure, but 
not before. Ereiy, instnunentaiity tendiog to evoke that 
infiuenee is v«luaI^le-^though cipparent^ feeble as this 
little bpok. "Who hath de^s^ the day of small 
thinfisr 

Fpr graiQ(9 ^ ^and.' tb^ mountainB lo^ke, 
And atomies infinitude. 

A spark may ^fire a Moscow, or a 2^ouse mqy tease an 
elejphant to death. God speed this little book,, then, ajad 
n^ike it mighty to the pulling down of that stronghold 
of Satanic blood-guiltiness and woe. 

I need not add how cordially I recommend the case 
of Mr. Mitchell to the bez^ficent of every denomination 
and class. H^umaufty andxeUgion are alike interested 
in it. Already he h«s been well received, and in all in- 
stances he has elicited testimonies of his candour^ ain* 
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ceritj, and ability. His credentials are indubitable, bis 
reputation bigh, and bis Bpeecbes are tbriUing. He bas 
done good service in bebalf of tbe enslaved since be 
came to England, and I doubt not be will yet render 
efficient aid before be returns to bis Hamily and flock. 
I sincerely pray for tbe complete success of bis mission 
amongBtmSf for liis safe arrival bome in due time, and 
for a long fature of uninterrupted prosperity in tbe cause 
of trutb and grace. 

W. H. BONNER. 
Trimty GbApel, TriEi^-streety Southwark, 
August »3, 1860, 
F.^. Out of tbe multitude of testimonials cfponta- 
neously borne in fiivmir of Mr. Mitchell, I may append 
tlie two following : — 

From the £«Zt«n (hiwrdikm, A^ Id, 1660. 

** His addroBB was delivered with great freedom and asiiination, 
and gave pfoofs of mental and onttorieal powers of no mean degree. 
The audience frequently applanded the noUe seMiments of thd 
speaker." 

From the St. Albam Timet, March, 1860. 

" ^r, Mitchell i^ a popular orator, apid in himself a .fine.s|>eci- 
m^n of the inteUectual capacity of the coloured race. We helieve his 
visit to England will not only he eyninently sucoessftil as regards 
its special qlgect, hut also vi awak0njing a much 'stronger feeling 
than even now exists against Slaveiy and the Slave Trade*" 
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Clayton Place, Eennington Eoad, Londoiv 

August 20, 1860. 

My dear Sir, 

I read and re-read yonr small work with deep attention 
and interest, and rejoice that in yonr forthcoming publication 
you are about to supply some authentic narratiyes of the perilous 
adyentures and, in most instances, great sufferings of those who 
are courageous enough to leaye the house of bondage for the 
home of freedom ; while I think your book will be a yaluable 
addition to our Anti-Slayery literature, I am desirous that it 
should do more than merely furnish reading to the friends of the 
Slaye. I earnestly wish it may excite such an actiye and liberal 
sympathy as may lead to the speedy contribution of the sum 
which is needed to enable you to accomplish the object of your 
mission, and then to return to that field of ministerial and bene- 
yolent labour which you haye left behind you. 

I can, with confidence recommend you to the Abolitionists of 
Great Britain, haying made myself acquainted with your creden- 
tials. Knowing, also, that you are the Authorised Agent of the 
Free Mission Society, and that you possess the esteem and good 
opinion of those whom you represent in Canada. The work in 
which you are engaged is a most important one, both in connec- 
tion with the welfare of those Who are fortunate enough to 
escape from Slayery into the British dominions, and the progres^ 
siye improyement and eleyation, morally and religiously, of the 
colomred eommunity of Western Canada. 

It is my sincere hope that through the publication of yomr 
" Under-ground Bailroad,'' and your other efforts, your labours 
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amongst ub may be soon terminated by complete sucoees, and 
that you may then, after a safe return to America, long liye to 
succour the needy, instruct the ignorant, and adyanoe the glorious 
cause of human emancipation. ' 

Belieye me, my dear Sir, 

Very truly yours, 

OEOBGE THOMPSON. 
Rev. W. MitcheU. 



34, Newington Crescent, S. 
19th August, 1860. 

My dear Sir, 

I haye read with great interest the little book you haye 
written, and are about to publish, for the purpose of enlisting 
English sympathy on behalf of the Fugitiye Slayes of America. 
The book contains the results of your own obseryations and 
experience, and is eminently calculated to accomplish the object 
you haye in yiew. I hope, therefore, that your enterprise will 
receive the support of all our Anti-Slayery friends, and of no 
small portion of the general public. 

In conclusion, I must be allowed to pay my tribute to the 
earnestness and success of your labours in this country on behalf 
of your oppressed and suffering race. 

Very truly yours, 

F. W. CHESSON, 
Hon. Sec. London Emancipation Committee. 

Eev. W. MitcheU. 
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From Wk. Howabd Bat, Esq., M.A., of Chatham, Kent 

County, Canada West. 

4, Ameii^ Square, Hinori€|s,. Lo^doQ, E.C., 

August 20, 1860. 



WHAIUC M. MITOHILL. 

Bear Brother, 

I am h^pp7 to add a word to the numerous endorsements 
already given you, as to the necessity of the work in which you 
are' engaged in Canada, and as to the earnestness which, from 
personal knowledge, I can testify you exercise in that work. 

More or less, sinoe 1848, 1 have been in Canada among the 
Fugitiye Slayes, teaching and labouring otherwise for their 
benefit. I have even trareHed fbrihree hundred miles on fbot 
from house to house, to visit these people in their homes. For 
the last five years I have been a permanent resident among them ; 
and think, therefore, I know the people and their instructors* 
Aj^d to yon, who know jfifi, I think I can say, without being 
liable tq the ch^rg^e of attempting to flatter you, that among the 
Ministers in Canada in direct contact with the coloured people, I 
know of none who are preaching with more effect,, and labomig 
' otherwise w^ m^ jsarn^t desire to do «ood| th9n joyu 

Meetjjig you herey providentially, I have been pleased to 
^ttend^uppn your ipeetings M^ly hield, ai^id in my humble way 
othprwisQ.tQ cyjnoe my.Qapi^^t desire that .you succeed in your 
ei^celleift obji^ct, vi|S., to. r^ar a Chapel in the dty of Toronto, for 
the benefit of the Colonial people, for the worship of the living; 
God. 

As a labourer in Canada, I may be. pc^rmittBd to sfiy I do 
earnestly hepe ihait yqu may be soon enabled to return to your 
intereatin^ field pf ^bo^f^ laden, with the practLcal sympathy of 
tMs great country for the ^u^tive Slave. The fewness of the 
labourers render this the more necessary, and your position in 
the city of Toronto renders it more urgent stiU. 

The book whidi you now bring forward as a means to enable 
you to aoeomplish fova object, I have read and re-read with 
great interest^ not merely because it is fiiU of thxilliag facts, but 
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because I hare been personally aeqnainted with lonte of the 
indiyiduals named, and the facts detailed. I b^ere they lure all 
what they pass fi>r — &ct8. Perhaps it is easier for me to b^eVe 
them 80 to be, because I haye, as before statdd^'been oonvet^tint 
with those who have tiiiis esdaped by thSfi "tTiider-grduiid BalU 
road." But a look into the Priscm-house of Asieriean Bondage, 
and an acquaintance wii& its YidSi^, wSU oonTinee any that 
** Tmth is stvangiv than, fiction." 

This work ought to be circulated, because it teaches the ABC 
of Anti-Slayery, as well as its higher n^BKheikit^os. There is 
need to again arouse the sentiment qf this country as against 
ChatteliflatioUf or human Slavery : and as the pioneers are pars- 
ing away— the men who achieved West India Freedom — and as 
we become commercially more attached to the Land of Bondage, 
we need to indoctrinate anew the present generation. Thus 
commerce will not entirely stiutify our national conscien'ee; 
thus our ffupineness and Indiftefenee, induced mainly "by' the use 
of Slaye-labour Cotton as opposed to Cotton of ?ree Labour, 
will pass away, and the British heart i^gaSn speak its true Word 
against the enslavement of man. 

This work by you, dear Sir, is another evidence of what a 
man can accomplish who, like yourself, has had to acquire eduoa* 
lion, even in the &/oe of almost insurmountable difficulties. The 
encouragement of this work will, therefore, be an encouragement 
to all such as are struggling against tremendous odds, and 
thereby a grand help to our grander cause. 

In the best of bonds, 

r 

I remain. 

Very truly for freedom, 

WJJ4JMM HOWAED DAY. 



It alCbrds me much gxstification to join with those esteemed 
friends' who have already testified to Mr. Mitchell's claims being 
worthy of the sympathy- and support of all Christian people. 
The cause in which he is engaged is a most im|^rtant on»— tH^ 



XIV. 

seryice he ia endeayouring to render to the Fugitive Slave popu- 
lation, one -which has heen long lost sight of ; and his credentials 
are such as must satisfy every one of his fitness for his work. 
I had the pleasure of hearing Mr. Mitchell address a large 
assemhly the other evening, and can testify to his heing a man 
of no ordinary ability. 

ALEXANDEK M. POLLOCK, A.M., 
Chaplain to his Excellency, the Lord Lieutenant. 

Dublin, 9th April, 1859. 



I can fiilly express my hope that the Christian Mends in 
Dublin will cheerfully accord to Mr. Mitchell such proo& of 
their good will as to enable him and his coloured brethren to 
hold on their way cheerfully in the good work of our common 
Lord. 

W. URWIOK, D,D, 
Dublin, Lreland. 



I have pleasure in adding my testimony to that of my highly 
esteemed friend. Dr. Urwick ; I have looked at Mr. Mitchell's 
credentials, which are many and strong; and having stopped 
myself some time at Toronto, I can well assert that the object 
he is endeavouring to carry out is one that desenres our Chris- 
tian sympathy. 

CHAELES M. FLEUfiY, D.D., 

Chaplain to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 

Dublin, Ireland, 
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I have much pleasure in recommending Mr. Mitchell and his 
cause to the Christian public, as one deserving their sympathy. 

The Hon. and Eev. BAPTIST W. NOEL. 

London. 



Ms. Mitchell and his Cause, with his much-esteemed and 
worty Companion, Key. W, Tbot, have been recommended to 
the S3rmpathies of British Christians by the New Association fbr 
the abolition of Slayery, Glasgow ; and their reception by the 
Anti-Slayery Societies in Irehmd, Scotland, and England, for 
whom they haye lectured, has been most satisfactory to them 
and the Mends of humanity in this qpuntry. 



CHAPTER I. 



Uia>EBGROUNB BaIL*BOAD. 

This term is perfectly understood tiironghout t3i6 
United States and Canada, but not generally understood 
in this country; therefore it requires some explanation. 
The grandeur of some things, as well as some subjects, 
consists in their simplicity; so likewise does this most 
wonderful of all coHstructed roads, which is so admirably 
adapted to our purpose, and does the Slave good service. 
This road has been in operation at least a quarter of a 
<;entury. Like many other inventions, it has taken eoxx- 
fiiderabletime to acquire its present notoriety, and ahaost 
tmiversal celebrity. It had its origin from the inveotive 
powers <^ a Slaveholder, as will appear from the following 
rery obvious, yet natural cipcum^ance* 



A Slave, in Hie State of Kentackj, eame to ilie eon- 
elusion that he was not a mere thing, as the law tenned 
hm, hnt a man with immortal destinies in common with 
other men; he talked upright 9» a mAD« he reasoned as 
A man« (if not as logieallj as some men)« therefore he saw 
no just cause whj his masjter should claun a Divine right 
to him, his wife and chjJdy^u,. and their lahour« This 
i^laim gave bis master another right, that is» to flog him 
whei> he felt disposed. At aJJ events, he would try the 
strength of his reasoning powers^ as to whether they were 
^ulgcient to guide him safe to Canada ; if not, he could 
ojHy return to slavery. He however eloped, and his 
piaster followed in hot pursuits to the Ohio river, which 
divides 1^ Slave from the. Free StaJ^es; herd he lost the 
txmif- of his eiscaped chattaJL 90t knoivix^ or having tfa^ 
least idea as to the direcJtion the Slave had prohably 
jtakei^; h^ therefore, los't all bopo of his reeoverjr. Being 
disappointed, and the loser of a thousand doUais^ and 
having no object on which to vent his dirty spleen, he 
tunji^d upon the poor AbolitioiiLists, and said— =•" The 
4 - ^ d Abolitionists must have -a S^ail-road under the 
l^round by which tbey run off diggers." The significant 
term under^ground jsmanatod frem tbifi cireumstance^ 
Tbiii Slaveholder at diai time was, s^ tbe Slaveholders 
fate at the present time, unable to locate this useful road; 
a i» tb^refore 33 much concealed from, tbem as ikongk 



it. was literally under Ae groond, conjsequenjtly it is de- 
nominated "underground." This Slave was, as Slaves are 
now, t^ken beyond the probability of recovery. So q,uick, 
and with suchacoelerating velocity^ that we very appropri- 
ately call it Eail-ro.9i ! This is the derivation of the term 
Under-ground Rail-road. The reader will now under- 
stand, the so-caUed Bail-road is a mutual agreement 
between the. friends of the Slaves,, in the Northern Sta^s, 
to aid Fugitives on their way to Canada. Thejy ane taken 
from one friend to another, which is done only by night, 
until they reach Canada; this is the whole secret of this 
mysterious phrase. In this way we convey 1200 Slaves 
annually into Canada. The distance which they are led 
in a night varies. I have taken them 20 miles in a night, 
but that is not -a usual distance, 6 to 13 miles is more 
commonly the length of each journey. It is supposed by 
some persons who are not so well acquainted with the 
Policy of the American Government, that the Fugitive 
Slaves are safe from the death-like grasp of their masters 
on their arrival into the Free States, but to them there are 
no Free States, and for them there is no safety or free- 
dom within the jurisdiction of the United States* Govern- 
ment; no, not an inch of ground in the land of his birth, 
on which he can claim his title to liberty. Though there 
are Fugitive Slaves, even now in the so-called Free Stales 
their claimants are ignorant as tp their whereabouts, 



besides, thej are protected by public sentiment in their 
several localities, independent of the Fugitive Bill, which 
is onparall^ed in the jurispradence of nations. Where in- 
^vidual liberty is only secnred by public sentiment, 
though that sentiment may be, and sometimes is, betteir 
than the law, nevertheless the freedom of such persons 
is never safe and secure. This sentiment must, 
-vi^en occasion requires, yield to the rigorous demands of 
the law, however unjust they may be. To insure the per- 
manent security of human freedom, we must have the 
sanction of law combined with public sentiment, from 
which law emanates. The Legislatures of scmie States, 
though few, have declared the nefarious Furtive Bill un- 
constitutional, and have refused the use of their prisons 
for the security of the Slaves when arrested. This renders 
it more difficult to capture them, but even with these ob- 
structions many are captured in those States. In confir- 
mation of the assertion relative to the insecurity of the 
escaped Slaves in the Free States, I adduce in evidence 
the first part of the sixth section of the Fugitive Bill. 

** And 3e rr further Enacted, That when a person 
held to service or labor in any State or Territory of the 
United States has heretofore, or shall hereafter, escape 
into another State or Territory of the United States ; the 
person or persons to whom such service or labor may be 
due, or his, her, or iheh' agent or attorney duly autho- 



lized by power of attorney in writing, acknowledged and 
certified irnder the seal of some Legal Office <m: Court ^f 
the St^ate or Territory in which the same may be ex- 
ecutedi may pursue and reclaim such fugitive person, 
either by procuring a warrant from one of the Courts, 
Judges, or Commissioners aforesaid, of the proper 
circuit, district, or county, for the apprehension of such 
fugitive from service or labor; or by seizing and arresting 
such frigitive, where the same can be done without pro* 
cess, and by taking and causing such person to be taken 
forthwith before such Court, Judge, or Commissioner, 
whose duty it shall be to hear and determine the case of 
such daimant in a summary manner." 

Should the frigitive endeavour to find freedom in the 
Free States he may be pursued. If he should attempt to 
evade the States, and go into any Territory of the United 
States, he is still liable to be taken; it therefore follows 
he is nowhere safe in that Eepublic. You see, such 
fugitives may be arrested without first obtaining a war- 
rant from the Court, Judge, or Commissioner, and yet 
be perfectly within bounds of legal authority. He is to 
be taken forthwith before such Tribunals as are herein 
mentioned, giving the criminal no chance whatever to 
extricate himself. 

Stall adding insult to injury, his case is to be heard 
and determined in a '' summary manner," that is, with- 
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' ont indictmeirt, or even tiie benefit of a jury in Open 
Court, the delivery of the verdict by Hie Jndge. lliese 
acre denied him. This, though mean and unjust; and a 
wicked encroachment on human rights, the crimindi is 
not allowed to raise his voice, even in his own defence, 
on his triM, tt& I shaH show you from another* portion of 
the sixth section of the aforesaid BiH. 

" in no trial or hearing, under this act, iSiall the tes- 
timony of such alledged fagitive be admitted in evidence. 
And the certificates in this and the first section meii- 
tioned, gdtiall be conclusive of llhe right of the person or 
|)ersons in whose favour granted, to remove such Fugitive 
to the State or Territory firom which he escaped.** 

Notwithstanding this prohibition and denial of human 
' rights, I have often heard the Judge ask the Save if he 
owned the claimant as his Master, and was he willing to 
return with him into Slavery. The Slave frightened 
almost out of his wits, for perhaps he had never before 
appeared in any Court, and to make &e matter go as 
easy as possible with him when he reached his former 
home, answers in tiie affirmative. The unjust Judge, for 
such he truly is, would take advantage of this answer, 
tinft deliver up the Slave with tiie pretence that it is con- 
sonant with the desire of the Fugitive. It is considered 
mean and contemptible for an individual to take the ad- 
vantage of his superiors, but infinitely more so to take 



tte ttivasitage of tbe weak and helpless, eag&dalif wben 
t&e answer of tbe poc^ir Fugitive, either in tlate affinoaliini^ 
or negtttive, would not afieet his condition, it being pre* 
vionslj determined mik ike law, as well as paUic opinion, 
hj whieh he is doomed to return into hopeless bonda^. 

The glowing hope which kindled in his bosom while 
on his jonmej to a land of freedom) which also Inspixed 
him to press on ^th vigotir, a smile occamcmaHy beam- 
ing from his manlj countenance, at the pleasant thongbi 
of soon being free, in a Country in which he would bo 
recessed as a friend and a brother! All these are 
blasted; hope no longer invigorates his soul, and the 
pleasant thought of claiming his own right to freedom no 
longer exists in his palpitating heart. 

In the Northern Start^s, the Slave has many Ghristiait 
friends, who would, in absence of law, run any risk to 
rescue the Slave* Many do even now so far disregard 
the law, as to rescue the Fugitive. I cannot say I am 
clear of this fsmlt, if a fault it be. To prevent this, how- 
ever, the infamous Fugitive Bill has the following clause, 
sect. 7. 

" And be it fubthbb ENACuaEa), That any person who 
shall, knowingly and willingly obstruct, hinder, or pre- 
vent such claimant, his agent, or attorney; or any person 
or persons lawfrilly assisting him, her, or them, fit^m 
arresting sudi Fugitive from service or labor, either with 
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cr witkoat process, as aforesaid; or shall rescae or at- 
teoDEpt to rescue such Fugitive from service or labor, from 
the custody of such claimant, his, or her agent or attor- 
ziej, or otlier person or persons, lawfully assisting as 
afoxesmid, when so arrested, pursuant to the authority 
herein given and declared; or aid, abet, or assist such 
perscm so owing service or labor as aforesaid, directly or 
indirectly to escape from such claimant, his agent, or at- 
torney, or other person or persons legally authorized as 
aforesaid; or shall harbour or conceal such Fugitive, so 
as to prevent the discoveiy and arrest of such person* 
aft^r notice or knowledge of the fact that such person 
Wfl& a Fugitive from service or labor as aforesaid, shall, 
for either of the said offences, be subject to a fine not ex- 
ededing one thousand dollars, and imprisonment not 
exceeding six months, by indictment and conviction bo- 
foi^ the District Court of the United States, for the 
district in which such offence may have been committed; 
or before the proper Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, if 
committed within any one of the Organised Territories of 
the United States. And shall moreover forfeit and pay 
by way of civil damages, to the parties injured by such 
illegal conduct, the sum of one thousand dollars for each 
Fugitive so lost as aforesaid, to be recovered by action of 
debt, in any of the District or Territorial Courts as afore- 
said, within wbos^ jurisdiction the said offence may hav^ 
been oonunitt^d." * 
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These provisions are rather prolix in their details. 
Should you even attempt to rescue the Fugitive, directlj 
or indirectlj, for the said offence you are suhject to the 
penalties herein mentioned. This law is unparalleled in 
the histoiy of nations, and especially Christian nations. 
God has commanded us to assist the poor and needy; 
the helpless, the out-cast, and the down-trodden. Unlike 
the law of God to Israel, when she assumed an indepen- 
dent position among the nations of the earth, in that He 
made a provision for the Fugitive Slave. He commanded 
first of all, that Israel should not turn him hack or 
deliver him to his heathen master from whom he had 
fled. She was taught her duty towards the Fugitive, 
evidently showing that the Slave was quite justifiable in 
the attempt to obtain his fireedom, consequently it would 
be wrong for Israel to deliver him up. As right and 
wrong are in juxtaposition to each other, both cannot, 
therefore, be right, though one may be. If the Slave had 
a right to run away he had a right also to remain away. 
And if so it was the duty of those to whom he went to 
protect him in the fi:ee and unrestrained exercise of this 
acknowledged right, which God plainly intimates in the 
text, Deut. xxiii. 15 and 16 : '* Thou shalt not deliv^ 
unto his master the servant which is escaped tram his 
master unto thee: he shall dwell with thee, even among 
jou, in that place which he shall choose, in one of thy 
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.gateB, yvbeie it lik^ him best: tboa skait net epfirem 
ium." It wfts ihe duty of the IsntBliteB to TMm. Mift 
-withiii tiieir commonweallli, though the master shotdd 
hare pnnmed him even to their veiy gates. God hafi 
.fefbidden his deliTeiy. He most be obeyed, ttnd dutjr 
strictiy discharged at all hazards. The language is im- 
perative and mieqnivocal, cogent and commanding.-**- 
** Thou shalt not delirer the senrant to his master," Ac. 
This Save had the freedom of choice to '' dwell where it 
liketh him best, within thy gates." He was to reminn 
lapon piiifeciples of perfect equality. " Thou shalt not op- 
press him." 

This portion of the Word of God, as well as o&er 
portions, is shamefidly trodden nnder foot in the 
Nerthem States, by rendering up Engitive Blares. The 
imnKDnJity does* not consist in the character of the per- 
jons to idiom liiey are delirered, whether they are 
haatiien, pi^an, cor Christian masters: tbD command is 
** thou shalt not deliver to Ms master;" evidently imply- 
ing whatever his character may be, the simple act of 
delivering him to his master contrary to a Divine com- 
mand, is wrong, and will be pnnitdied as other wrongs, 
in proportioai to its mi^nitade. Wickedness is sfys- 
tQDQLatioally finumed by law, and it is truly a fact, '' men 
love darkness rather than light because their deeds are 
evil." « Is not this the fi»t that I have dK>8en, to loose 
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the bands of wicke&ess, to undo the haavy bmdenii, and 
io let the oppress^ go free, and that ye tareak efeiy 
•yoke ; these are pei&ct safegoarda to hunum' libeitj, 
which God has raised for the profeeotion of Hie weak. 
The progress of the Slave is veiy miteh impeded by a 
elasB of men in the Northern States who aie too lassy to 
work at respectable oceopations, to obtain an h<»ie8t 
living, bat prefer to obtain it, if posaiUe, whether honest- 
ly or dishonestly, by tracking runaway Slaves* On seeing 
•advertisements in the newspapers of escaped Slaves, widi 
rewards offered, th^, armed to the teeth, samiter in and 
through Abolition Communities or towns, where liiey 
are likely to find tAie object of their pursuit. They some- 
times watch the houses of known AbolitionistB. Their 
presence amox^ us causes some excitement, for it is an 
unmistaicable indication that the Slave has left his prison^ 
house of bondage for Canada, vdiere he ea& stand erect 
as a man, and claim his own freedom, and no one dares 
to molest or make him afraid. We are hereby warned, 
and i&t our own safely and that of the Slave, we act with 
excessive caution. The first discoverer of these bloody 
rebels communicates their presence to otiiero of our com- 
pany, that the entire band m that localiiy is put oik 
their guard. If the Slave has hot reached us, we am on 
the look out, with greater anxiety than die hunters, for 
the fugitive, to previont his filling into the possession of 
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those demrais in hmaan shape. On the other hand 
should the Slave be so fortunate as to be in our posses^ 
sion^ at the time, we are compelled to keep very quiet, 
until the hunter loses all hopes of finding him, therefore 
gives up the search as a bad job, or moves on to another 
Abolition Community, which gives us an opportunity of 
removing the Fugitive further from danger, or sending 
him towards the North Star, the latter we prefer, as it is 
the safest plan for both parties. We also have patriotip 
men, white and coloured, volimtarily going into the 
Slave States and bringing away their fellow men ; some 
of these venturous men having themselves been Slaves, 
they are truly desirous their brethren should taste the 
sweets of freedom. They bring them into the Free 
States and deliver them to the Conductors of our Bail- 
way, whose duty it is to forward them to Canada. My 
house was for several years one of the Stations to which 
numbers were brought by these good men. No class of 
men are better prepared for this perilous and dangerous 
occupation than the fugitives themselves. First, — they 
are used to night walking from their childhood. Second, 
4hey are better acquainted with their own neighbour- 
hood, to which they generally resort, to secure the. free- 
dom of their Mends and acquaintances. . Third, — they 
sympathise with their brethren to a greater extent than 
others possibly can from their identity with them; they 
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are brethren m tribulation. These men must be pft- 
triotic, when they jeopardise their OYm freedom, sweet as 
it is, for others; this is indeed canying out the great law 
of love, " whatsoever ye would men should do unto you, 
do ye even so unto them.*' I have known instances, of 
which we shall speak hereafter, where they have abso- 
lutely forfeited their own freedom, when unfortunately 
overtaken with their company within the boundaries of 
the Slave States. A personal Mend of mine is now in 
prison for ninety and nine years, in the State of Ken- 
tucky, for leading away eight Slaves, being caught within 
the limits of that State : a man guilty of no crime but 
assisting his brethren peaceably in regaining what was 
unjustly taken from them. " Behold the arm of the 
Lord is not shortened that it cannot save, neither his ear 
heavy that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have se- 
parated between you and your God. Your sins have hid 
his faee from you, that he will not hear, for your hands 
are defiled with blood. They trust in vanity and speak 
lies." This prophesy is verified in their case; their 
hands are defiled with the blood of that poor man ; their 
sins have truly caused God to hide his face from them. 
When God shall uncap the magazine of His wrath, and 
the red arm of vengeance shall seize the fiery sword of 
justice, and dash athwart the angry sky, these wicked 
men will wake up, as from an ominous dream, to a deep 
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fi^nse of jjaatice mi humanity; but,. alas! UHrh^ia 
retcact: " the great day of His wrath has come, and 
vho will be able to stand." The righteous only, — ^the 
redeemed Slave in common with others, who in this 
world of wickedness and human depravity, have worn 
handcufis, will then bear Palms of Victory; instead of 
«tripes, Bobes of Bighteousness ; for scanty meals, in- 
exhaustible festivities; instead of their humble cabins, 
where no one eondescends to visit but their fellows and 
their drivers, they will look abroad on the floweiy plains 
of eternal blessedness: their companions will be good 
old Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ; all the Apostles and their 
associates who have fought the good fight, and have kept 
the fi4^» s^d are now receiving their reward. In 185S, 
by an Act of Congress, heavy penalties were imposed 
upon all persons who knowingly entertained or aided a 
Fugitive Slave, or> in other words, to " feed the hungry 
or clothe the naked." It was also made the duty of the 
United States Marshals, and all good citizens, to assist 
in retaining them. Even in the Slave States, the Negro 
hounds and the hunters are great terrors to prevent the 
escape of Slaves. Such, for example, as the following 
extract from the Onachita Begister of June 1, 1853, will 
exemplify. 

** The undersigned, would respectfully inform the 
citizens of Onachita, and a^j^ent parishes, that he has 
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V Mff" emt of JbSir WKe'9» 
4m th^ road leading from Monroes to Bastrope ; and that 
ke has a fine Pack of Dogs for catching Negroes : persona 
mshing Negroes canght will do well to ^ive him a calL 
He can always be found at his stand, when not engaged. 
i». hunting; and, even then, information of his where- 
abouts, can always be had of some one <m the premises. 
Terms, 5 dollars per day and found, when no tra^k pointed 
out; wiien the track is shown, tweniy-five dollars will be 
charged for catching Negroes. — ^Monroes, Feb. 17, 1862. 
M. q. Goflf. 

I was initiated mU> this underground business in 
the county of Boss, in the State of Ohio, m 1849, and 
continued in the office, faithfully discharging the duties, 
until ^86^. Neyer, for one moment, have I regretted 
feeing thus engaged, though I experienced many very 
unpleasant things during that period. ^* But God knows 
how to deliver his own out of temptation." Many have 
been the times I have suffered in the cold, and beating 
rains pouring in torrents from the watery clcmds. In the 
midst of the impetuosity of the whirl-winds and wild> 
tornadoes, leading on my company. Not to the field of 
sanguinary war and carnage, but to the glorious land of 
impartial freedom, where the bloody lash is not buried in 
the quivering flesh of the vassal. Nor where the voice of 
prayer, the songs of Zien, the clanking of the handcufib. 
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ike rattling of the chains, the stifled groans of bereaved 
"wiyes, the piercing cries of orphan children are not 
heard at the same time ascending the skies; the sound 
of one is commingled and drowned in the sound of the 
other. In this land, sacred to freedom, the poor Fugi- 
tive can stand erect, and claim his own liberty, and 
worship his God "under his own vine and fig-tree, where 
no one dares to molest or make him afraid." " In 1843, 
I had an occasion, for the first tiine, to try my skill in 
my new profession, which was to me, I must confess, 
quite an awkward business, it is, however, to be hoped 
that my zeal and love for human freedom amply made 
up for this defect. Some time previous to my acquaint- 
ance with this Community, a Slave had made his es^ 
cape from the State of Maryland, and located in this 
county, supposing himself secure from the clutches of 
his proud and self-important tyrant master ; he, there- 
fore, became content to remain protected only by public 
opinion. In this unmolested condition he remained for 
several years in connexion with the Methodist congrega- 
tion, and I believe he was a very useful member. His 
Minister, probably wishing to increase his salary by the 
addition of 100 dollars, which was offered for the Slave, 
or his whereabouts; at all events he betrayed him- 
White engaged in his daily avocation, by which he made 
an honest and respectable living for his family, (as he 
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,was then a married man), three men came suddenly 

upon him, put a rope around his neok, and uncerenioni- 

ously dragged him beyond the limits of the Town Autho- 

. rities, and on to his foniier place of Slavery. Leaving a 

wife and three children to lament their bereaveruerit. 

The news spread, almost with lightning speed, 
through the Coloured Community. "We rallied /^OO 
strong, in little or no thne, augmenting as the news 
continued to spread from house ' to house : men and 
women were much excited, and on the wing of flight in 
hot pursuit, some of the latter consoling the bereaved 
wife and children, others following the accumulating 
multitude to witness out success or failure, aftd, if 
necessary in order to secure the freedom of the Fugitive, 
to lend assistance. We, however, came upon those men- 
stealers three miles from the town. One end of the 
rope was connected to the neck of a horse, and the Fugi- 
tive was walking or nmxung, while the men were riding; 
The advancing crowd raised a shout ; the Slave looked 
behind, and motioned his hand for them to hasten their 
speed, but we were going at the top of our speed. Wien 
it became apparent to th6m that their own liberly and 
security were in danger, they cut the rope from the nfeck 
of the steed, and spurring their horses, they were sobH 
out of our reach and sight. The Fugitive was borne 
back on the should^s of his friends, with triumphant 



tboats* A man sayed from Slavery! The broken heart 
•fa woman healed I For reasons, best known to themr 
selves, they nevet made a seeond attempt to enslave himr 
which I thmk, npon the whole, was as much to their 
cwn advantage as to that of the Fugitive. The mnch- 
admired Christian Poet, has well expressed a sentiment 
whfch, I am sore, we m«6t all admire and love: 

How long shall men, by Cbiist redeemed. 
As beasts of burden, be esteemed ; 
And those, by Ghrace IXvine renewed,. 
Be doomed to> hopeless servitade? 

J. CONDEB.- 

I was eveBtiially located in another portion of the 
iud State; here my home became more permanently 
the place for concealing, the flying Fugitive, and for those 
conducted there. Here it was I witnessed remarkable 
specimens of heroism in the person of an escaped Slave, 
who had Ave years previously fled from the State of Ken* 
tacky to Canada, and then and there determined to 
devote his life to the vital interest of his brethren, by 
redeeming aa many as possible from the undying grasp 
of the greedy monster, the Slaveholder. He was willing 
ta risk the forfeiture of his own freedom, that he might, 
peradventure, secure th& liberty of some. He com^ 
meoiced the perilous business of going into the State 
from whence he had escaped^ and especially into his old 
neigtibourhood^ decoying off his brethren to Canada* — 
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l^he morality of thia business may be questioned, by 
«ome, but we will consider it in a practical view: 

Suppose you were a Slave, and to secure your &e6* - 
4om you had escaped to Canada or elsewhere, leaying a 
wife and children in Slavery, loving them in that coa« 
dition . as you do in your present condition of freedom; 
^thout money to purchase them, or if you had it, per- 
haps the owner would not sell them. Would it be morally 
wrong, if in your power, to secure their freedom by steal-* 
ing them and condueting them into a land where you 
could live an undivided family, with the privilege of 
educating and bringing up your children in the fear and 
admonition of the Lord? If morally right to steal one 
Slave, it is, therefore, morally right to steal an indefinite 
xmmber. The word Steal is not a proper term to apply 
to this subject; I use it with the meaning only of 
conducting Slaves, with their volimtary consent, without 
the knowledge of their owners, into freedom. The above 
question must be decided, by the Reader, if decided at 
all, with this view. 

This Slave brought to my house, in 19 months, 2^5 
Iiuman beings, whom he had been instrumental in i^ 
deeming from Slavery; all of whom I had the privilege 
of forwarding to Canada by the uuderrground Baikroa^ 
«s explained at the xsommencement 
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tte ke^f no record as to the nttni'ber lie had assisted 
in this way. I havconly been able, from conversations 
frtth him on the stibject, to ascertain about 1,300 T^hom 
fte delivered to abolitionists to be forwarded to Canada, 
Poor man, he ytsb finally captnred and sold. He had 
Iteen towards the interior of Kentucky, about 6'0 miles: 
it waa white returning, with four Slaves, that he was 
/Captured. On one side the Ohio river is Kentucky, a 
Bl&ve State, and on the other side of that river is a 
Pree State, tiiis river dividing the line. Day-light came 
xm them, they concealed themselves under stacks of 
Jhdian com, which served them for food, as well as pro* 
tiBction from the weather and passers-by, waiting till the 
^Un should go down and leave behind him a black gar.- 
jQiexit over the face of Nature. Late in the afternoon of 
that day, in the distance was heard the baying of the 
Negro-hounds, on their track; escape was impossible. 
To plunge iiito the river was to find a watery grave. To 
txam fecjf ^as to walk into the lion's den. Self-defence 
waa jthe only alternativja : perhaps they* might cailSe the 
enemj to retreat, if not too many for thejn.' When the 
four Slaves sftw their Masters, they said, ^* J. M., we 
Cim't fight,*' He endeavoured to rally up their courage, 
mid {ffouse^ their ambition, by urging the justness of 
their cause, but to no purpose ; their manhood had beei^ 
^jrunhed out by the overpowering influence of Slavery, 
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fe'ougbt to bear on them through the agsency of whiitf 
meiii whose chains they had vif^m, and whose stripes 
they had felt. Our hero was deserted in time of great 
necessity: these cowardly Slaves quietly stood, at the 
eozuBiand of the tyrants, until fettered with hand-cuffs 
and chains. Their leader resisted, till both his arms 
were broken, and his body otherwise abused. When cou- 
^uered, and he was fairly in their possession, all hopes 
of escape fled. Freedom was to him as a morning's dream. 
On opening the eye her beautiful form disappeared. And 
in her stead, was the fiightful ghost of Slavery, looking 
}iim directly in the face. With broken arms and a man- 
gled body, cold iron encircling his manly frame, with a 
heart yet beating for liberty, placing no value upon his 
existence, throwing hack his broad shoulders, his chesA 
projecting, said, '* put a ball in that! I don't wish to live 
im^y longer." I have taken away hundreds of Slaves,-'^ 
Rill me: if my men had fought, I would have saved 
them." Though' he had changed his name, as most 
Slaves do on runniiig away, he told his master's name, 
and to him he was delivered. He was eventually sol^ 
and was taken to New Orleans, more than 1,000 miles 
from where he tben was, and not less than 1,600 miles 
from Canada. Yet in one year, 5 months^ and dO dcgrs, 
I received a letter from this man, John Mason, &om 
Hamilton, Canada West. Let a man walk abroad on 



Tre$ioai*» Svamj Plains, and having once drank of ito 
celestial " stream whereof maketh glad the city of oar 
God;** afterward reduce this man to Slavery, It is next to 
tea impossihility to retain him in Slavery. 

Slavery! That single word, what volumes does it 
speak! It speaks of chains, of whips and tortures, com- 
pulsive labour, hunger and fatigue, and all the miseries 
our &ail bodies can suffer. It |speaks of haughty power 
ttud ins(dent comments, of insatiate avarice, of pampered 
pride and purse-proud luxury, and of the cold indififer- 
ence and scornful unconcern with which the oppressor 
lookft down upon his victims, f It c^aks of crouching fear, 
though John Mascm had none, because he was a superior 
man, above the level of his raee. It speaks of low, mean 
cunning, and treacherous revenge, which it entails upoB 
its vassals^ It speaks of humanity outraged and man- 
hood degraded. The social charities of life, the sacred 
ties of father, wife^ and child trampled under foot; aspi- 
xations crushed, hope extinguished, and the light of 
knov^ledge sacrilegioBsly put out. It speaks of man de- 
prived of all that makes him amiable or noble,— stripped 
of his soul, and. sunk into a beast. There it leaves him, 
in the prison-house of ignorance, a ghost-like form. 
To this fate their children are bom. May heaven havo 
fliiercy on them, for man has none. 
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JUid shall the nations dare to hold 

In chains, whom Thou hast chartered free? 
Or buy, with their accursed gold, 

The sinewy arm and servile knee. 
Whate'er of crime, whate'er of woe, 

Europe has wrought and AMo wept, 
Jn his recording Yolume, lo! 

The Angel of the Court has kept. 
In that great day, when AMo's race 

Are from their house -ef bondage east, 
0, hide us in some peaceful place, 

'TiU all thy wrath be oyer-past." 

X H. WnMtH, 

It is often urged, thougli fiilselj, by the Americaa 

'Slaveholders and their abettors, that the Negro race 

does not possess, to the same degree as the <white race, 

Ihose strong social feelings and filial afiSBctions whiclt 

lay at the foundation of * human society; the essential 

elements and spontaneous out-growth of our nature. Th« 

potent ligamenits of the whole social fabric. And as these 

qualities are developed, man ascends higher in the scale 

of intellectual, moral, social, and religious being. Axid 

that these qualities are in the Negro not equal in their 

development to the white race, I readily admit But that 

the Negro does not possess them to the same degree as 

the white race, as i^haracteristics of human nature, tJ^ 

that they are not as capable in the Negro race of as high 

a degree of development as in the white race, I am not 

at all prepared to admit. As to whether they possess 

them or not, a few examples will demonstrate. Stem 
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fitcts are more cogent upon the human mind than fine* 
span, hair-splitting logical arguments; though on scien- 
tific subjects these are allowable, and in many respects 
necessary. I had, at one time, a woman with her child 
at my house, on her way to Canada. It being my duty, 
as well as part of my profession, to assist her, I sent a 
a message to one of our conductors, some six miles dis- 
tant, that I should pay him a visit that evening, for what 
purpose he quite understood, as the sequel will show. 
Late in the night, when the hum of business had gradu- 
ally sunk into dead silence, the foot of the busy traveller 
was no longer heard, and he had retired into his domicil 
quietly to take rest, I arose from my bed, leaving my 
loved ones sound asleep; then kissing them, I threw 
aa*ound me an over-coat to protect me from the cold 
North wind, and turning my fiace toward this poor 
woman, I felt it was my duty as a father, my duty as a 
Christian, to save this mother and her babe from the 
iron grasp of Slavery, if in my power. If I ever felt the 
out-bursting of a father's affections, and influenced by 
these feelings to assist a Slave-Mother in securing the 
freedom of her darling babe, it was then. My wife gave* 
the child to the mother, and I walked out to the gate, fol- 
lowed by the woman ; after looking this way and that 
way, we proceeded. Our steps were quick and cautious, 
our words few and seldom, and raising only to a whisper. 
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The dead silence was now and then broken by the bark 
of a neighbom's dog, at a distance. The darknesB was 
augmented by the dim forest into which we were sud- 
denly to plunge, a place pre-eminently suited for an 
enemy to lie in ambush. The woman pressed close to 
my side as she walked, at times walking on her toes. 
Occasionally a deep sigh and a stifled groan emanated 
from her heaving bosom. Just here we saw, in the dis- 
tance, a man meeting us on a horse, whom she took to 
be an enemy. She ran a few paces, but returning, 
crouched by my side, trembling as in the arms of death 
itself, pleading for her child with the resistless power of 
a woman's eloquence; in a soft and plaintive tone, in 
which the power of woman's eloquence principally con- 
sists. Under other circumstances I should have been 
overcome. Again she started, but returned as before, 
and said, " For God's sake give me the child." Some- 
thing like a determination spontaneously arose in my 
mind. I was as ignorant as herself as to whom we 
were meeting. I replied, " No one man can take you, 
stick to me like an heroine." Her steps grew steady, and 
her fears began to subside. To her my counsel was " a 
word in season," its effect was much more powerful 
than I anticipated: it proceeded from the impulse <^ 
nature. To our delightful surprise, (to me as weU as to 
her) it was the gentleman to whom we were going; 



he, liaying received my message* was coming to meet tls. 
Here was a fair test of a Mother's Afflictions. It was 
literally impossible for her to leave her child, though at 
1ihe peril of her own life; her attempts were to no avaiL 
How like a Mother! €ould anv white mother have done 
more than this woman did? Here is the strongest evi- 
dence possible of filial affection existing in the bosom of 
an uncultivated Slave. " Out of one blood has God cre- 
ated all men to dwell on the earth." Made of one com- 
mon material, having one common naiaire, subject to one 
common code of laws; with equal immortal destinies, 
amenable to the same God, redeemed, (if redeemed at all), 
by the same djring Saviour. The conclusion is, there- 
fore, obvious, that the Negro is as capable of loving and 
hating to the same degree as any other race of people. 
They that think to the contrary, are either prejudiced 
against the race, or ignorant of human nature. This 
woman, as have many others, reached Canada safely. 

As another instance of affection in the coloured race, 
I mention that of a company of eight Slaves, who were 
making their way to Canada, under the guidance of one 
of our men, who devote their lives to that business. He 
concealed them a distance of SO miles from my house. 
It was in the month of January, and consequently veiy, 
very cold, and the ground was covered with snow. — 
Among the company were two women, one a mother 
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ynih three cliildren ; the other had no child. I hired a 
\7ag0n, and went wiih this conductor the following even- 
ing to their place of oon^oealment; on nearing the place, 
he took me through a forest, when only a few roods oE 
the parly, I heard a chdld cry. We found them nearly 
frozen. The mother's feet were so frostrbitten, that she 
could scarcely walk, and but foi^ the excitement natural 
to her position, she would have considered it impossible 
to have walked. The children had suffered less, because 
the mother had deprived herself of every comfort to pro- 
tect thexn £rom the cold. This conduct is an incontesti- 
ble evidence of a mother's love, though she be black! 
We wrapped them in blankets, which we took for the 
purpose, and put them in our wagon, and conveyed them 
to my house. On the following evening, those who were 
able were conducted on their way. The mother and her 
.three children remained at my house, she being totally 
disabled. I employed a doctor for her, who amputated 
one of her feet, but to no saving effect. She died in the 
full triumph of Christian faith. A few minutes before 
departing this life, she said, in a low tone of voice, " Will 
you see that my children are free?" Here was a mother's 
undying affections obviously manifested in a dying body* 
She loved freedom. She was much grieved because un- 
able to pay me for my services. Occjasionally, when 
ie^ling a little better, she would say, '' If I am spared. 
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to reach Canada, I will work ha;rd, and send mone^ tgf 
pay you." This ^ewed a tjruly good and great heart* 
I need scarcely add^ that all her childi^en are in Canada; 
She died in a good cause. There is none greater and of 
more value to a human heing than Eeligion, and Human 
Liberty. She was endeavouring to secure to her children 
the advantages of both, to accomplish this» she sacrificed 
her own life. But by tjiis i^acrifice, she obtained those 
advantages for her beloved ones, and died in friBedpm 
herself. Had she not ran away, her children might have 
been Slaves to-day, whereas they are free. This good 
mptl^Qr is one redeemed from the g^iiig yoke of unmit^ 
tigated inhuman chatteHsm, and has gone through great 
tribulation, to join those who have " washed their robes' 
and mad^ them white iix the Blood of the Lamb." 

" Hark, from Heavjen a voiee proclaimixig 

Comfort to the mourning Slave; 
God has heard him long complaining, 
And extends His arm to save. — 
Proud oppression soon shall find its destined Grave." 

Another interesting case is that of a Slave Mother, 
who fled from the dark dungeon of Slavery in Virginia. 
Learoing that she was to be sold from her daughter and 
grandchild, though advanced in years, it seems she had 
an instinctive love for freedom, and attempted to achieve 
it by running away. During the night she travelled, con- 
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cetHmg herself in the day time, otherwise she mighfe hard 
Ibcen betrayed, taken back or lodgied in jail. Her onl^ 
fiubsistence was Indian com, on which she lived daring 
her perilous journey. Mothers of England! imagine the 
•suffering of this mother ; put yourselves in her position: ' 
no one to whom to teU her sorrows and pour out her 
soul. * But God, whose eye never sleeps, and whose ears 
ure never dull of hearing, mysterioTlsly guided the Fugi- 
tive unto freedom. He heard and answered hier prayers. 
Trusting in the God of Israel, her trembling limbs bore 
her feeble body Northward; subject to rain, hail, snow, 
and impetuous storms ; a Pilgrim, not to the Holy Land, 
^0 bow to the Popish Shrme, but to Freedom's Land, to 
worship God, and enjoy the boon of liberty, which she 
purchased at almost an inconceivable price. Ascending 
and descending mountains, making her way through 
dense forests, wading creeks, she eventually arrives in 
the Key-Stone State, (as we call it), Pennsylvania. Seeing 
in the distance a light, she approached it cautiously, ne- 
cessity compelling her to seek human aid; starvation 
looking her in the face, tattered rags, wearied limbs, 
relaxed muscles, and sunk ambition, were Nature's ad- 
monitions. — ^were so many voices warning her of the im- 
portance of temporal comforts. She saw before her a 
huge form. She came to a stand still, endeavouring to 
jmake it out. A ^^ice came from it, — ** Thee need not ba 
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t£raid| it is a Mend," She recognised .the voice of • 
Quaker. He took her into his house, true as they always 
are to the dictates ci hnnumily, and the precepts of our 
religion, he fed, clothed, and sheltered her. She r^ 
mained in his famity some time, they being Aholitionists. 
She consulted the Quaker as to the propriety of attempt- 
ing to rescue her daughter and grandchild from Slavery. 
He considered her too old, the distance too great, the 
difficulties to be overcome were more than she was capa- 
ble of, besides the liability of forfeiting her own freedom ; 
he, therefore, would not recommend her to attempt it. 
This advice, coming from an honest heiurt, was truly dis- 
couraging to her; nothing but a mother's love could 
have borne the burthen of a broken-hearted mother. — 
Can a mother forget the child she bore? No! not while 
she remains a mother. She consulted other friends, and 
received similar advice. Notwithstanding, being pro- 
vided with food and clothing, she made her way back, by 
the Providence of God, a distance of 400 miles, in the 
direction she came, through all kinds of weather. When 
her stock of provisions was exhausted, she fed, as before, 
on Indian com. 

Approaching the habitation of the hissing seipents, 
they (feeling an instinctive right to defend their domi- 
cils), warned the wearied traveller by their sound ; noc< 
tumal howlsi the barking of t^e wolf-dog^ the noise 
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of insects, &c,, all alike familiar to her ear. She arriveJ 
at her destination^ and concealed herself in a wood 
from whence she could overlook her daughter's humble 
cabin; seeing Negro children playing in the yard, she 
accosted them, and sent them to inform her daughter <^ 
her arrival, who instantly went to her mother in the 
forest. Their interview can be better imagined than» 
described. The escape was planned, and thus her 
daughter and son-in-law were rescued firom oppression's^ 
heavy hand, and led, in the same direction, to freedom'fr 
land. With light hearts they reached the good Quaker's 
dwelling, and were received with his ns^al kindness. It 
was some time before she could convince him that she 
had been back, and bvt for the corroborative evidence of 
her relations^ she would probably have failed to convince 
him. He, as before, fed and clothed them, and^they had 
a free passage to Gimada by the uader-ground Railway.. 
This narrative may appear marveUoas, but it is a fact,, 
for I am dealing with facts only. 

No hnunan being on earth could give a stronger evi- 
dence of a mother's affections than this woman. It is a 
confirmation of what Gowper says, which, though so» 
often recited, never loses its strength and beauty. 

" Heeoy looks and black complexions 

Cannot forfeit Nature's claims ; 
SMns may differ, bat affections 

Dwelj, izk Wkite and Black the sanxe,'^ 



Poor woman, bom in a so-called country of freedom^ 
gave birth to a beloved one, wliom all regarded as thOs 
gift of our Heavenly Father. Like her white sisters, she 
loved it, but unlike them, had no acknowledged rights; 
unlike them, rearing it for the auction block; unlike their 
children, sold as the calf from the cow, to work on the 
Cotton Plantatioils, there to be mangled smd butchered 
at the wiU of the owner. May Heaven have mercy on 
t3iese people; the bowels of htunan sym^^athy seems 
closed to their piteous cries and bitter wailings. The 
American people listen with eagerness to the report of 
wrongs endured by distant nations, which is all well 
enough. T*he Hungarian, the Italian, the Irishman, the' 
Jew and the Gentile, all find in that land a home, and 
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when any or all of them, wish to speak, they find h6a5*ts 
to sympathise and ears to hear. The Fugitive Slave hais 
no home this side the grave in that Bepublic; they will 
not allow him to pass peaceably through the Free States 
of that glorious Bepublic, to find a home beyond the land 
of his birth, in a more favoured country, where equal 
rights and privileges are allowed to the natural proper- 
ties of human nature. The soil of America has been 
cultivated by Slaves for centuries, and they have per- 
formed for their masters the humblest services, and by 
the labour of their sable and sinewy aims the greatest 
comforts and luxuries of the Slaveholders . have been 
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gained from the earth. Among such a people, and with 
snch recommendations to fetvour, they are esteemed less 
than strangers and sojourners : aliens in their native land. 
From the Judicial Seat of that mighty Government, 
comes the shameful, disgraceful, wicked and diaholical 
decision, — " No person, along whose veins courses one 
4rop of African blood, has rights that a white man 
need respect." The chastity of my daughter cannot be 
protected as an American citizen, because African blood 
courses her veins, consequently she has " no rights that 
« white man need respect" She has no virtue that a 
white man need regard. She has no honour that a white 
man need admire. No noble qualities he need appreci- 
ate. The Negro race is scourged beyond the beneficent 
range of both authorities, human and Divine. We plead 
their rights in the name of the immortal declaration of 
Independence, and in the stiU more glorious name of 
Jesus Christ, our blessed Saviour. We beg for mercy; 
and the Slave-whip, red with blood, cracks over them in 
mockery. We invoke the aid of the Ambassadors of Him 
who came ** to preach deliverance to the captives, and set 
at liberty them that are bound." We cry for help to 
humanity, but are repulsed. We appeal to American 
Christianity, but it refrises to shield them; to the colour- 
•ed man '' its bones ^tre brass and its feathers iron." 
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We win tarn again to the subject of our narratTom. 
We bare a different method still by which Slaves escape^ 
snd none the less effectual because of its novelty. The 
Abeiitionists in the Slave States, (for there are many, 
tboagiithey cannot advocate their principles), veiy kindly 
give the Slaves information as to the direction of Ganada,^ 
and the Free States through which they must pass to 
reach it, also the names of the most important rivers^ 
all which infcnntation the Slaves^ remember. With this 
instruction alone, the Slave starts for Canada, the North 
Star is his guide, by it he knows his course. When the 
elouds intervene, and thus obscure the flickering light of 
this <* beauti&l star," Nature has a substitute. A smootli 
s6ft substance called mos9, which grows on the bark of 
the trees is thicker on the north side of the tree, an(f 
thus serves as a guide northward, till the heavenly guide 
again appears. Necessity, it is said, is the mother of in- 
vention, which is certainly true in the case of the Slave, 
discovering such a substitute. The number of Slave* 
who thuB find their way to Canada we have no means of 
ascertaining, but we have reason to believe they are 
very numerous. At the birth of Jesus, the S^ar was a 
guide to the Wise Men of the East to Bethlehem. Over 
the birth-place of the " King of Kings," it became station- 
ary; in Uie ctee of the Slave it is vtee versa, the Star 
»t€p» not, but the Slave does on his arrival in Canada. — 
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We realize with much pleasure " that the Lord God is a 
sun and a shield. He will give grace and glory, and no 
good thing will He withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly." " Bow down thine ear, Lord, and hear the 
poor and needy," He hears the prayer of the Fugitive 
Slave, for many are devoted Christians. They can say 
with David, " Give ear, O Lord, unto my prayer, aiid 
attend to the voice of my supplications,'* "All nations 
whom Thou hast made shall come and worship before 
Thee," may Africa come and eiyoy this privilege. 
May the 4,000,000 of Slaves, in the United States, come: 
but they are legally prevented, S9 lashes is the rewarxi 
of each if found off his owner's premises, whether to 
worship God or otherwise, unless with a written consent 
of their owners. 

It was a strange oversight on the part of the Conser- 
vators of Slavery, when they passed the Fugitive Bill, 
(for law it is not) ; and especially when they determined 
upon systematic measures for its rigorous execution. 
Li no other way could they have done as much to in- 
crease the agitation they had determined to suppress* 
In no other way could the public attention have been 
drawn to the diabolical character of Slaveiy, and to the 
wickedness a^d meanness of its Northern allies and sup- 
porters. The North, in many respects, does the bidding 
of the South ; they are Slave-hunters for their masters^ 
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Ibe ^yeholders ; they are not permitted to be' anything 

else if they obey the Fagitive Bill^ and, I am sorry to 

fiaji many do. I say, they are SlaTe-catchers for the 

Sputh« as the fojloivjng will shew, which occmred in 1852. 

James Phillips, a coloured jnan^ who had lived 14 

jeara in Qarrisb^rgbj Pennsylvania^ much respected^ 

^nd employed in a confidential situation on a railway, 

ivhilfiT on duty, he was thrown off his guard, knocked 

down, and then taken before Commissioner Bichard 

McAllister, and, in a summary manner^ and by an ir* 

regular process, wa3 delivered up into Slavery. I ask. 

in the ni^me of humanity, who did this atrocious and 

AbopiiAable act?«— a Northern Commissioner,— ^who holds 

hiB oj£ce by the will and consent of the people. The charac« 

ter of the Fugitive, entitling him to the confidence of the 

people, the;$r bought him. After he had been given up by 

ihp Commissioner Bums, he was taken back from 

i^QSton, the hotrbed of Abolitionism; the l^orth gave him 

upf The jKTorjbh supports Slavery, both in Church and 

State. But for ihe under-ground rail-road, very few 

Slaves would be able to reach Canada^ Coming, as they 

fixe compelled, through the Northern States, among as 

fook a set of Slaveholders as are to be found in South 

Carolina; men in the Northern States who own Slaves 

i^ t^^ South; merchants in New York, ^^ostoU; Philar 
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delpliia, (but especially New York), who have mortgage* 
on Slave Plantations in the South. The Northern 
churches have not sufficient courage, and stillless Chris- 
tianity, to open th^ir mouths, and " plead the cause of 
the widow" and orphan children. Though Fugitives are 
dragged out of their own churches and congregations ; 
hurried before the Commissioners, and before the ser- 
vice of the church is concluded, their trial is over, and 
the poor Slave is on his way to the South, yet these 
Ministers, as a mouth-piece for God, are as dumb as 
Baalam's ass, and, therefore, their congregations cannot 
be expected to be better. Notwithstanding this dark 
picture, there is a bright side to it, and on this side are 
the Beeehers, the Cheevers, and many others. In some 
Communities, the Fugitive can pass unmolested, (yet he 
is still liable to be betrayed even by the meanest person), 
but these places are few and far between, therefore we 
are necessitated to manage our affairs with great care, as 
the following circumstance will illustrate : 

At one time, while in the State of Ohio, I lived near 
Kentucky Slave State. I was rather notorious as a Negro- 
stealer, and it was absolutely reported that I would refuse 
to deliver up a Slave. One day a young man came to 
my house, (I did not ask him whether he was a Slave or 
not), he merely said he was travelling on his way to 
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Canada. I knew, from his appearance, he was a Furtive 
Slave, which he did not conceal. In a couple of hours 
liis pursuers were in town, hunting for him. Before 
I could possihly remove him from my house, even for 
my own or his safety, it was literally surrounded hy 
thenu As my house was detached from any other, there 
was no possihility of removing him without being seen. 
I was at my wit's end; what to do I knew not. If the 
Slave was caught in my possession, I must pay a fine of * 
1,000 dollars and be imprisoned six months, neither of 
which were desirable, especially having a wife and chil- 
dren. The Slave-hunters demanded my door to be 
opened, that they might saarqh my house. I am not as 
obedient as I ought to be, even in cases where duty is at 
stake, therefore it is not to be wondered at that I should 
be so in this case. I absolutely refused to comply, unless 
they had authority from the Mayor of the town. As they 
did not attempt to come in, I took it for granted that 
they did not possess that authority, in which conclusion 
I found I was correct. This defect was met by dispatch- 
ing one of their company into the town, or merely up 
the street, after a warrant Action of some kind was im- 
perative. In a short space of time I must submit to 
have my house searched. Just at this trying moment, 
I found the great necessity, or advantage, of having a 
vi&. She arose from her seat„ as if by Divine influ- 
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imioediately dressed him in her ovm attire^ and in a few 
saptinates he mras transformed into the image' of a female. 
Feeling myself somewhat relieved, I opened the j&ont- 
door, and the supposed ladies passed out The eyes of 
the infuriated tigers were fixed in the house, through tl^e 
door, as this was the first opportuni^ they had had, 
^consequently tlie women n^tracted no attention wiiat- 
ever, as it was a man they were la pursuit o£ She took 
liim a couple of miles in the country, and delivered him 
into the charge of our Conductors there. The same 
evening he took a firee passage to Canada. When the 
warrant came, I was quite prepared for my house to be 
searcbedy which was done. They ran to and fro, and up 
and down stairs, like hungry wild beasts, and dashing 
about ni^ chairs, 8o£e^ &c. as though they were iron. 
I spake in a very commanding tone of voice, as Z am 
told I can do when a litde aroused. ^'£lefitlemen,'the law 
allows my bouse to be Bearched, when authorised as you 
are, but not to break my furniture, and the next man 
that dashes any article as that man did, (pointing to the 
the scoundrel), does it at his own risk," — ^my babe, 
(eighteen months old), crying in my arms. Thi3 
brought everythJ^ to a perfect stand still and dead 
iulence : all their eyes were placed on me, and mine were 
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placed on them ; flie cries of my child only served to 
angment my determination. The child's mother being 
engaged in delivering the Fugitive out of the power of 
his pursuers, and I having undertaken the charge of the 
children, I must be faithful to the trust my wife commit- 
ed to me, and faithful also to the flying Slave. However, 
one of the men, in a kind of unnatural nasal sounds 
dropping his sheepish-looking eyes on the floor, said, 
with feelings of much disappointment, " Might as well 
go, I reckon; no nigger here, I guess." I do not know 
whether they ever discovered that he had been in my 
house or the method of his escape, but of this I am satis* 
fied, that they never got their victim. 

I regard the deliverance of this Fugitive, by the 
i^ency of my wife, as a direct interposition of God, effec- 
tually operating through her. We are told, in his Word, 
that " every good and perfect gift cometh down fix)m the 
Father of Lights, in whom is no variableness, nor 
shadow of turning." This may be considered one ; the 
evidence of which is found in the fact of its effectuality. 
We may well adopt the cogent languj^e of David, " In 
thee, O Lord, do I put my trust, let me never be put to 
eonfnsion : deliver me in thy righteousness, and cause 
me to escape. Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand 
of the wicked : out of the hand of the unrighteous and 
cruel man." I hope, and verily believe^ that this prayer 
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win eventaally be answered in the behalf of 4,000,000 of 
Slayes, in the hands of unrighteous owners, in the 
United States. If they should run away, doing their 
owners no moral injury whatever, they are hunted over 
mountain tops, and through the vallies, with dogs, and 
shot down like deer.. William Smith, who was arrested 
in Columbia, Pennsylvania, on his attempting to escape, 
was literally shot dead by a Slave-catcher, Bidgels, of 
Baltimore. Who wiU not say these are unrighteous 
men? and who would like to be in their possession? A 
young man, named Lewis, fled from his master in Ken- 
tucky, and came to Cincinnati^ Ohio, probably about 50 
or 60 miles from his home. Being in a Free State, and 
among Abolitionists, he vainly supposed himself safe. 
He had lefi; behind him a companion to whom he was 
betrothed, and desirous to know whether he should ever 
realize his expectations as to obtaining her. He made 
application to a fortune-teller, who required from him a 
synopsis of his history to begin with, which he unhesi- 
tatingly, and in ftill confidence, gave her. He left her 
house highly pleased with the idea of receiving soon the 
object of his first love ; he almost &ncied he had her in 
his embraces, no longer twain, but one flesh. Time, the 
true test of all things, soon taught our young friend it 
was ail imagination's dream, for in a few days he was 
arrested as a Fugitive Slave. On the following morning 
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"Che trial came on, in tke Court House. There was i»» 
possible chance of saving him by law, so we made as 
^eat a noise about it as possible, to awaken sympatfaj, 
iind a prq>er sense of justice in the public mind. The 
Oourt House was literally fiUed with white and coloured 
persons. Barristers were employed on both sides. Some 
technical question arose between them, and they became 
much excited, questioning each otiiers veracity and in- 
tegrity ; they rose on their feet^ £ace to fiEu;e, and each 
kept appealing to the Judge. The people were thoroughlj 
excited, and their attention was whoUy fixed on the Bar- 
risters and the Judge. The prisoner, in charge of the 
Sheriff, stood near the bar, and dose behind were the 
people. Near the prisoner stood my Mend, he put his 
hat on the pris^ier's head, who, taking the hint, imme- 
diately bowed himself to the floor, and, <m his hands and 
knees, made his way between the legs of the crowded 
assembly, and escaped, and was, in a few minutes, out of 
sight When the Judge had decided the point at issue, 
the Sheriff found the prisoner missing, and exclaimed 
hastily, — "Where is the prisoner? — ^where is the pri- 
soner ?" The enquiry went throughout the Court House. 
The crowd simultaneously rushed towards the door; those 
who had coiomitted themselves to Negro-catching were 
most eager in the search for the prisoner, for the paltry 
reward offered by the owner. The more respectable por- 
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tion of the people were not very active in looking for the 
prisoner, but rather, among themselves, enjoyed the 
cleverness of the trick. The Sheriff, being responsible 
for the prisoner, offered a reward of 1,000 dollars for the 
recapture of Lewis, who had escaped from the Court 
House. This transpired on Saturday. On Sunday morn- 
ing we dressed him in female attire, and escorted him to 
church ; we made a <x)llection in a quiet way, and sent 
him off to Canada, where coloured men are free. It was 
the fortune-teller, to whom Lewis bad gone rejecting 
his sweetheart, and to whom he had divulged the secret 
of his being a Fugitive Slave, that caused Lewis to be 
captured. The wretch was paid 100 d(dlars,X£20), for 
the information she gave to his owner. 

Some years ago Slavery existed in Delaware, and 
running away was then as much in practice as it is now ; 
consequently^ numbers of them came to Philadelphia. 
A Mr. D. Godwin was in the habit of buying these run- 
away Slaves, thus : he paid the masters a small sum and 
took the chance of catching them; of course if be did not 
get them, he lost his money, but if he did, the Slaves were 
his. In this way Mr. Godwin purchased a Slave named 
Ezekiel, commonly called Zeke. Mr. G. cajne to Phila- 
delphia, and called on Isaac ^. Hopper, a strong Aboli- 
tionist, for information as to the whereabouts of this 
^eke. While talking with Mr. Hopper, up came a black 
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man, who paid the utmost attention to the conversation ; 
• when finished, he said, " How do you do Mr. Godwin, 
don't you know me?" He answered, that he did not. 
" Then you don't rememher a man that lived by your 
neighbour Mr. ," continued he. When he spe- 
cified the time, and some other particulars, he said ho 
did recollect such a person. Well, answered the black 
man, " I am he, and I am Zeke's brother." The specu- 
lator enquired if he knew where his brother was. ** O yes, 
Mr. Godwin, but I am sorry you have bought Zeke, 
you'll never make anything of him." " Why, what is the 
matter with Zeke?" "When such fellows as my brother 
come to Philadelphia, they get into bad company ; they 
are afraid to be seen about in the day, and they go prowl- 
ing about at night. I'm sony you have bought Zeke, he 
is just such a character, though he is my brother." Mr. 
Godwin, thinking it was rather a bad case, said, " Sup- 
pose you buy Zeke !" " I should have to maintain him 
in the borgain. Suppose, however, I should, what would 
you take for him?" The Trader asked 160 dollars, which 
the black man most decidedly refiised to give, however 
he came down to 60 dollars. The black man went out, 
and soon returned with the money. Mr. Hopper, the 
Abolitionist, drew up the deed of purchase, and when 
duly signed, the black man said, " Zeke is free !" " Yes," 
said Mr. Godwin. The black man not believing the 
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trader, turned to Mr. Hopper, the Quaker, saying, " Zeke 
is free, nobody can take him, can they, Mr. Hopper?" 
Mir. Hopper replied, '' Wherever Zeke is, I assure thee, 
he is free." Being thus assured, the black man made a 
low bow towards the ground, and with a droll expression 
of countenance, said, " I hope you are weU, Mr. Godwin, 
I am happy to see you. Sir, I am Zeke!" The trader 
iSeized Zeke by the collar, and began to threaten and 
abuse him. Zeke said, " If you don't let go Mr. Godwin, 
I'll knock you down; I am a free Citizen of these United 
States, and won't be insulted in this way by anybody," 
Zeke was taken before the Magistrate, who, after hear- 
ing the particulars, said to Mr. Godwin, " Zeke is as free 
as any one in this room, and you have been outwitted." 
A Slave, with his wife and child, made their escape, 
and having spent 2 weeks in the forest, without anything 
to eat for 4 days, not daring to show themselves to any 
one, for feax of being captured, fast losing their physical 
strength, hunger preying upon their vitals, almost ex- 
hausted with fatigue as well, and the hope of living to 
reach a land of freedom having nigh fled, yet an instinc- 
tive desire to do so still lingered in their care-worn bosoms. 
In this condition they saw a gentleman, as they were con- 
cealed near his farm, passing to and fro, they ventured 
to shew themselves, not knowing whether he was a friend 
or foe ; too true, he was an enemy. He provided them 
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with food as requested, in a house detached from his 
own dwelling ; feeling assured that they were safe^ they 
partook of their meals with great pleasure ; hope began 
to revive, aud their hearts filled with joy. But, alas 1 in 
one short hour, their hopes were blasted. Joy was 
turned into sorrow, peace into confusion. The farmer 
had betrayed them } eleven men came with him to cap- 
ture them. They were betrayed into the hands of wick- 
ed men. Escape was out of the question. The child 
seemed conscious of its danger, which it manifested by 
screams and holding on to its mother^s tattered rags. 
I^oor woman! unable to protect herself, and no law to 
secure the freedom of fugitives in the United States, — 
the cries of the ^ave-Mother's child have gone up to 
heaven against their oppressors. The husband placed 
himself at the door, but soon fell back on the floor help- 
less. The wife took his place, and, more^successful than 
he, she felled three men to the ground. But, alas ! re- 
sistance was vain. Overcome, she seized the knife with 
which she had been eating her food ; resolute as Death 
seizes his victims; intoxicated with madness, — '* oppres- 
sion makes a wise man mad," — she placed her hand on 
the head of the innocent child, saying, " It was for your 
sake I started for Canada, I would rather see you dead 
than go back to Slaveiy," so, suiting the action to the ex- 
pression she cut its throaty and immediately surrenderecL 
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Her master sold her for 1000 dollars, (£300). Sliaveryr 
iiad crushed out a mother's affection^, or, may we not say,. 
It was affection that induced her to- rescue Ihe child fronk 
worse than death. 

In the county of FazettOr StatO of Ohior in a small 
village of about l.OOO' mhabitants^ was one of our under- 
ground Eailway Stations,^ in charge of a good and faithful 
Conductor. Unwisely, not les& than 10 or la Fugitive* 
Slaves had stopped in this town^ protected only by public 
opinion. True, the majority of the people were Aboli- 
tionists, yet their liberty was by no means secure. Unex- 
pectedly, a§ a thief in the night,, our town was invaded 
by four Slaveholders^ who, with the Police, captured 
three of the Slaves^ the others contrived to make their 
escape into the forest. The whole town was aroused in 
ft few minutes. The three captured Slaves were in charge 
of one of their company, while the others were on the 
look out for the Fugitives who had fled ta the forest.. 
It was dangerous for us, under such circumstances, to 
harbour them in our houses, for fear they should be 
searched. There was ^ na time to lose,, what was done 
must be done quickly.. 

Sixteen of our party suddenly and foriously rushed 
upon the captured Slaves, cut the ropes with which their 
Mmbs were tightly bound, pushing them about from one- 
ta the other ; not a word was spoken the whole of the 



50 

time it took to accomplish our design, It being warm 
weather, we wore slijgpers without heels, to prevent a 
noise while rescuing the prisoners, and conveying them 
away. When we had faithfully, as well as hastily per- 
ibimed our duly, we scampered off in different directions. 
It was obvious that our impetuosily had produced the 
effect intended on the mind of the Southerner. He was 
perfectly astounded, and literally terrified at our unex- 
pected approach, and the earnestness with which we 
went at our work. When a litlle recovered from the 
shocks he poured forth a volley of oaths, threatening to 
shoot us if we did not cease, to which we paid no atten- 
tion whatever. He changed his tactics, by calling aloud, 
"Police! Police!" These oflScers were intentionally 
deaf, or so far off, that they were unable to come to his 
aid, until we were quite out of sight Though they pre- 
tended to be very much excited, and were looking for 
us, of course they did not find our whereabouts, as they 
did not wish to find it We concealed the three men in 
a cellar, where it was not at all likely they would be 
found. The others made their escape by the assistance 
of Abolitionists in the country. When the alarm was 
given in the town, and the news spread from house to 
house, that three Slaves were captured, the others had 
sufficient time to secure their liberty by appealing ef- 
fectually to their legs for aid, which they willingly gave. 
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When thus fleeing from tovm into the dense forest> 
leaping fences, hedges, and ditches; some of their white 
friends followed them closely, to baffle the Slaveholders 
should they follow; thus it would have been difficult to 
have distinguished ihe Slaves. These white friends 
were to conduct them, when in the forest, to a place of 
safely. Our town, and even our houses, were watched 
so closely, for several days, that it was no longer safe for 
us, nor the fugitives, that they should remain. To avoid 
detection, we obtained a box, about seven feet long and 
three feet deep, into which we put two of the men, side 
by side : we made holes in the sides of the box for venti- 
tilation, and thus we conveyed them eight miles to 
another station, where we met with their companions. 
The day following we took the other man in the same 
way, without the least suspicion, by putting the box on 
a wagon; when altogether, they took passage on the 
Under-ground Railway to Canada* 

America, professedly the freest land in the world, 
professes to recognise the natural and inalienable 
rights of all men, and, in confirmation of which, quotes 
the immortal Declaration of Independence ; " We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
free and equal, and are endowed, by their Creator, with 
certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness." They tell us, it is a fact 
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that needs no evidence ; it is a self-evident truths found- 
ed in the very nature of man, every way congenial to 
the nature of things " that all men are created free." A 
free will, free mind, free use of his intellectual faculties, 
yet the Slanre cannot will himself practically free ; his 
will is subject to the will of his master. He cannot will 
to have a wife, unless it is the will of his master, and 
should the master be willing, he has no will in living 
with her, and their continuing together rests entirely on 
the will and interest of the owner. He has no will in 
the education of his children ; his intellectual powers 
are dormant and stultified; his moral perceptibilities 
blunted by not being educated. The white man can be 
educated for a lawyer or judge, a senator, a minister, a 
president, &c. The black man is educated only as a 
" hewer of wood and a drawer of water." The children 
of the latter are sold to pay for the education of the 
former, and, strange to say, they are even sold to 
contribute towards evangelizing the world. I remember 
seeing, during my youthful days, in the State of South 
Carolina, a girl sold to contribute to a mission in China. 
Is this what the Americans mean by all men being 
created free? Where is their equality? The term Slave 
indicates inequality, — 4,000,000 are in the prison-house 
of bondage this day ; deprived of their natural rights 
and privileges as citizens, as men, as Christians, and as 
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members of social and civil society. No Bibles, no Tract 
Societies, no Bible Societies. No Sunday School Oigani- 
zations. No Missionary Organizations. No Churches 
nor Chapels, no Ministers, This is the Eule. Exceptions 
there are I admit Dwelling 17 years in the Slave States 
enables me to know the truth of what I state. Mothers 
are sold from their children, which is a literal fact. 
" Bachael would not be comforted, because they are not" 
Husbands from their wives, sons from their fathers and 
fathers from their sons, daughters from their mothers and 
mothers from their daughters. Brothers from their sisters 
and sisters from their brothers, and so on through the en- 
tire families of the Slaves. AU this is done to furnish the 
houses the Owners live in, to build Chapels, Court and 
State Houses, with their lofty spires, (the finger of non- 
devotion), pointing heavenwards. To pay the salaries of 
Ministers, to pay the pew-rents, to buy the bread used at 
the Lord's Table, &c. A Fugitive Slave told me his 
brother was a member of a chm-ch with him, and that his 
master sold him, and, to his certain knowledge, a portion 
of the money was spent in buying plates which were 
used at the administration of the Lord's Supper. I ask, in 
the name of a God of justice and humanity, where is the 
equality of which the Americans boast so much? 

A Slave, feeling he has a right to his freedom, peaoe- 
ably walks off in the night, in search of a country in 
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which he may just as peaceably liye and enjoy his free- 
Jom as others do. The owner may pursue and chain him 
beneath the shadow of Bunker Hill, or even on the grave 
in which lie, in silence, Wa8hing;ton's sleepii^ remains, 
imd take him back into Slavery. AH this is sanctioned 
by the laws of the country. All this is connived at by 
ihe Northern Ministers and Churches; and boldly de- 
clared, by the Southern Ministers and Churches, to be 
ft Divine right, in which their Northern brethren are 
Divinely obligated to unite, and assist them in subjugating 
poor Fugitives. Thus they make the Religion of our 
Lord, a Slave-catching Heligion, and Man-stealing and 
Woman-whipping Religion* 

United States, your banner wears 

Two emblems,-— one of Fame ; 
Alas! tbe other, that it bears. 

Reminds as of your Shame. 
The White Man's liberty in Types, 

Stands blazoned by your Stars; 
But what's the meaning of your Stripes? 

They mean your ^eobo Scabs. 
» T. Campbell. 

The Providence of God may be obviously seen in the 
many successful escapes (rf Fugitive Slaves from the Slave 
States to Canada : many of whom are pious and devoted 
Christians, who truly ** walk by faith, and not by (Bight.'' 
We are now about to enter upon one of the most interest* 
|0g, to me at least, viewed in connexion with Divine Fro* 
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tjdence. I may venture to tell the name of this persofl^ 
Mr. Hedgman, who was a Christian Slave in the State 
of Kentucky; he, for a trivial fa^lt, was sold from m 
Christian wife^ He did, as Slaves generally do in such 
cases, humbly, but unwillingly, submit to his fate, and 
put his trust in God ; praying and waiting. Too true, 
many of them pass &om the busy scenes of this life 
without, in the least degree, realizing their expectation, 
to the world of peace. Here is a Christian brother, for 
a fault not amoimting to a crime, bound in cold iron 
chains, with the lash cracking over his innocent header 
In this brother may be seen the image of God ; his soul 
no doubt, has been redeemed by the precious blood of 
Jesus. He is now to go to the Cotton Plantation or the 
Sugar Field. Sorrowfully he casts a wishful look at hi» 
dear wife, the tears standing in his manly eyes; again he 
looks away, his mind is occupied with past recollection9 
and fearful anticipations. Though reduced to this degra- 
dation and misery, he was calm and collected ; notwith- 
standing he would occasionally, with a sigh, give vent to 
the deep heaving of his heart, at the thought of sepa- 
rating, having no hope of seeing his wife again in thi9 
life. Press, dear reader, (if married), thy partner to thy 
heart, and thank God you were both bom free. His wife 
shared his grief, — his mutual burden bore, female like, — 
a woman's reign is that of love, — she wept aloud ! At 
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the command of the driyer, he moved slowly away; he;, 
stepped with much difficulty, from the weight of sorrow 
on his mind, and chains gd. his body. His wife climg to 
him with all the strength of a woman's muscles, and 
anxiety of a female heart. " Oh! my husband, My hus- 
band! My dear husband I" Alas! she was abruptly torn 
from his person. O, Heaven, witness this parting scene! 
Angels paint it on the scrolls of Eternity! Let Gabriel 
write it in the Book of God's Remembrance, that these 
guilty wretches may not escape the punishment which 
their sins justly merit. They tread upon ground Angds 
would tremble to approach. " What God has joined to- 
gether let no man put asimder." Outraged humanity 
cries against the Slaveholder. Widows and orphan chil- 
dren will rise up to condemn him in the final account. 
It will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the 
Judgment than for the Slaveholder thus acting. " God i» 
not in aU his thoughts." This man travelled 1,500 nules 
to New Orleans, and was sold like a beast in the sham- 
bles. He prayed to God to provide a way for his escape, 
which prayer was answered, for he made his escape. 
He travelled night after night, living on spontaneous pro- 
ductions, (which are pretty plenty in warm dimates),. 
wading through creeks and marshes. When going 
through the marshes in the valley of Mississippi, the ali- 
gators would snap at him; their jaws, like two-feet 
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planks, coming in contact with force sufficient to take 
off a limb, — ^he would leap (from them in a contrary 
direction, crying "Lord hare mercy upon me/' and 
alight, perhaps, close to another, and then leap again in 
aa horizontal direction, praying to the Lord to saye him. 
He waa in perils with wild beasts, the hissing serpent 
was his companion, the croaking of the owl was familiar 
to his ear, the howling of the wolf, &c. ; all these dan- 
gers did not make him afiraid, for he felt the protecting 
arm of the Lord, who sways the universal sceptre, and 
holds the hearts of kings in His hands. 

Winter came on before his axrival in Canada, and 
food was quite hard to get. Being some four days with- 
without anything to eat, he was fatigued and discouraged; 
almost exhausted, feet frost-bitten and swollen, starva- 
tion gazing him in the face,-^the pelting rain from the 
watery clouds he was familiar with. But hunger was 
preying upon his constitution, stealing his strength, 
weakening his muscles; he occasionally resolved to 
give himself up, and tell the people he was a runaway 
Slave, from pure necessity. One source yet remained, 
to appeal to Almighty Qod. In the dense forest he 
bowed down on a log of wood, and, in his simple and 
childlike manner, informed his God of his condition, say* 
ing, "0 Lord! you fed the Prophet by the raven, now 
feed me, if you don't I shall surely die; you gave the 
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Israelites' water, and something to eat, in the wildemess^ 
Now, O God, give me something to eat." He resumed 
his journey, on faith of his prayer being answered. A» 
he passed out of the wood, he discoyered, in the moun- 
tains, a small cabin ; he went up to it, and met with 
good reception, the landlord said to him^ " you are run- 
ning away, I hope you'll get along safe." This man 
gave him a ham and some bread, and on he went ; her» 
was an answer to his prayer. The next strait into which 
he got, was that a river was frozen over, but the ice was. 

■ 

not sufficiently thick to walk on, and he knew uot how 
to cross it, for he could not swim. He stood onth& 

• 

banks of that river, and prayed. He asked Qod to de* 
liver him from Slavery and all its evils, and enable him 
to cross the river. When he had concluded his prayer,, 
he got a stick and broke the ice, he then commenced 
fording the river, trying the depth as he proceeded, it 
became deeper and deeper, till it was neck high ; he thea 
prayed, " God help me. If you ever saved anybody^ 
save me." Providentially this was the full depth of 
the river, and he arrived safely on the other side. It was 
the cold month of January, that the water froze on him,, 
and he was a complete statue of ice : in this condition, 
he first thanked God for his deliverance, and then pro- 
ceeded on his journey, and eventually reached Canada. 
Ho proved to be a very devoted man to the cause ot 
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re%ion ; a man of no ordinary natural abilities, moral 
courage, determination of will, a strong constitution, and^ 
above all, a good Christian, praying man : such persons- 
God always blesses in a way as to Him seems best. He 
became a Deacon of the Baptist Church, and a worthy 
one too. Now in a land of freedom, (for which he was 
as thankful as for many other blessings), he began to 
pray to God to send his wife to him. In all human pro- 
bability this was a hopeless thing, but nothing is impos- 
sible with God. He weU remembered that " the effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.'^ 
He continued to pray, year after year, but no wife came,, 
and there was no prospect even of her coming, stiU he 
prayed. He had prayed so much for her, that it seemed 
impossible to cease, though all hopes had vanished from 
his mind : her image was so indelibly stamped on hifr 
heart that he now prayed for her as by instinct. He con- 
tinued in this^ way for 12 years, and strange to say, one 
Sunday morning, in the town of Amherstburgh or Mai- 
den, on Lake Erie, during service time, the Steamer from* 
the United States to Canada, on this lake, arrived here. 
A lady came on shore, advanced immediately up the 
street, leading from the water, and when arrived at the 
chapel door, she accosted the Chapel-keeper, sayingr 
" I am a stranger here. Sir." " I see you are," said he. 
^ Where are you from?" continued he, being anxious ta 
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know her history. " I am from Virginia." " What i» 
your name?" he asked, hoping to do her service, if she 
should be in search of her husband, who might be a 
Fogitiye. "Mrs. Hedgman, Sir." "Hedgman! Pray 
where is your husband ?" She said, " I don't know : he 
was sold from me 12 years ago, and was sent to New 
Orleans. He wrote to say, if he had an opportnniiy, he 
should run away ; if he is anywhere here, I should like 
to find him." He asked her to give him a general des- 
mption of her husband, which she did, with increasing 
hope that she should yet see him again, her face flushing 
as recollection of the past rolled across her mind. The 
Ghapel-keeper said, " If your description be correct, 
your husband is now in this chapel." Her eyes sparkled 
like the North Star, in a clear winter's night; much 
agitated, she gazed upon him with doubtful hope, won- 
dering if he intended to deceive her. He opened the 
chapel-door, and in she stepped, looking earnestly down 
the aisle she recognised her husband in a moment, as he 
was sitting on the platform, in front of the pulpit, with his 
face toward the door. Her paces were quick, — tears 
flowing dovm her cheeks. He did not, at first, identify 
her, as she approached, but quickly, on a second look at 
the stranger, he traced the features of his wife, and 
instantly arising, he clasped her in his arms, embracing 
her in ecstacy of joy; to delineate this meeting is im-« 
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possible ; it can better be imagined than described. To 
add to this exciting scene, the congregation were in floods 
of tears, arising from deep sympathy for their respected 
Deacon and his beloved long-separated wife. Is not this 
an answer to persevering prayer ? Like her husband, the 
bereaved wife had supplicated for this re-imion. They 
are now living in Canada, doing well, under the protec- 
tion of Her Majesty's Government. They now walk 
abroad on Freedom's Plains,- in full enjoyment of its 
fruition. The above is a fact, with which I am peifectlj 
acquainted; they are now lining in that head of Provi- 
dence. May we not trace, in every consecutive step, 
that " Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her hands imto 
God." 

It is sometimes the case, that masters sell their 
own children, not always voluntarily, but circumstances 
at times compel them. It is no imcommon occurence, 
for the master to select one of the Slave women and call 
her his wife. The Slave laws recognise no legal marriages 
between the Negro and white races, whether bond or 
free. Some of the wealthy Planters, no doubt, treat these 
adopted women with as much kindness and care as the 
iniquitous law wiU allow. Such Was the case with a 
Slaveholder in the State of Georgia, and he soon became 
a father, and the Slave wife a mother ; this united them 
closely in the bond of social affection, which lies at the 
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(a girl), increased in beauty as she advanced in age : 
unfortunately the mother died when the child was quite 
young. The father was a humane man : though a Slave- 
holder, he was not a trader in Slaves. The mother wa& 
a Quadroon and the father a white man, therefore there 
was no appearance of African blood coursing the veins of 
the lovely child, of whom the father thought so much. 
He sustained double relationship to this child, both as 
father and master; but for this the child would have been 
a precious jewel in social society. The thought of being^ 
a Slave never once entered her bosom, to ripple the 
peaceful stream of pleasure in her onward journey of 
life. As she ripened into womanhood, her kind father 
educated her in his own house, though contrary to lawr 
his infringement was tolerated through the influential 
position of the &ther in the community. At a proper 
age she became the mistress of hi» house, which, to some 
extent, precluded the necessity for his marrying, which, 
had he done, the child's condition might have been 
made known to herself and others. Eventually, this^ 
Planter £uled in business, and then came hard times for 
his poor daughter, whose name was Mary. The farm and 
all the field-hands, with other property, were taken to 
satisfy his creditors. His legal adviser balanced hi» 
accounts, and found the Planter still minus 1,000 dollars^. 
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<£S00). He asked the Planter if he had given in all the 
property he could spare ; and he answered him in the 
affirmative. The Lawyer running his accustomed eyes 
down the list of property, consisting of land, horses, 
«ows, hogs, wagons, ploughs, and human beings, in one 
common class, said, "I don't' see your house-maid's 
name here." He touched a tender cord in the father's 
heart, which vibrated and shocked his very soul. He 
was not aware his Adviser knew anything of his relation- 
ship to her as a master; he said '' She is my daughter." 
'* True," replied the former, " but she is your Slave as 
well. She is worth 1,000 dollars of any man's money ; 
if you are willing, I will give that for her, and then you 
will be entirely out of debt." He persistingly, and most 
decidedly refused. The Adviser, knowing the embar- 
rassed circumstances of the Planter, continued to extort 
a consent to his proposition, and said, ''we shall be 
under the disagreeable necessity of having her seized by 
the Sheriff, and sold on the auction block to the highest 
bidder; it is, therefore, mucli better, both for you and 
her, to make a private sale." His daughter was in 
the power of the law, and he in the power of his credi- 
tors; with the greatest reluctance, he submitted to the 
proposition, and sold his own dear child. Justice cries 
against this horrible deed. Outraged humanity lifts her 
powerless voice, and weeps aloud! Mercy pleads in vain 
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the fate of this helpless young woman, fixed by law, 
because she was a Slaye, her mother being one ; and 
the children foUow the condition of the mother. 

Is this the practice, sanctioned by law, in the finest 
country in the world, the following will shew. ** Out of 
thine own mouth will I judge thee." 

Louisiana. — '' That Slaves shall always be reputed 
and considered real estate : shall, as such, be subject to 
, be mortgaged, according to the rules prescribed by law ; 
and they shall be seized and sold as real estate.** 

Mabyland. — ^**In case the personal property of a 
ward, shall consist of specific articles, such as Slave3> 
working beasts, animals of any kind, stock, ftimiture, 
plate, books, and so forth, the Court, if it shall deem it 
advantageous to the ward, may, at any time, pass an 
order /or the sale thereof" — (Chap. Ct., No. 12.) 

The notorious Henry Clay, in the United States' 
Senate, in 1839, based his argument against the abo- 
lition of Slavery, on the value of the Slaves, as property/. 
The following is his language : — 

" The third impediment to immediate abolition is to 
be found in the immense amount of capital which is in- 
vested in Slave property." — The total value of Slave pro- 
perty then, by estimation, was twelve hundred miUions 
of dollars. — " And it is rashly proposed, by a single fiat 
of legislation, to annihilate this immense amount of 



65 

prop$rfy without indemnity, and without compeaisatioii to 
the owners, — that is property, which the law declares to 
be property. Two hundred years of legislation have 
sanctified and sanctioned Negro Slaves as property." It 
follows, that Slaveholding is identified with chattelhood. 
In this argument the Slaveholders conMe ; the nation 
consents, and, therefore, Slavery exists with all its evils. 
One of the sublime lessons of Christianity teaches the 
Slaveholder, to "do unto others, as he would have others 
do unto him." He never dreams that the degraded 
Slave is within the pale of the holy canon. Two hun- 
dred years' legislation has sanctified, or purified Slavery. 
Legality is by no means morally legal ; legal legislation 
can never rectify a moral wrong. " Cease to do evU and 

it shall go well with thee." We may justify polygamy on 

• 
the same principle. An African king has a hundred 

wives ) shall we count that right because it has been 
legal in his dominions for two hundred years? No legis- 
lative enactments are paramount to the holy laws of 
God, which he gave to Israel from the lofty summit of 
Mount Sinai, in the midst of thunder, storm, fire, and 
smoke. " He that stealeth a man, and selleth him; or, 
if he be found in his hand, he shall be put to death." 
This legislative act is still more ancient and binding 
than any that man is capable of enacting. 



The young woman under consideration was property, 
and sold as such. The father was at a loss as to the 
heBt way of breaking to his daughter the dreadful fact 
that she was a Slave, and that he had been obliged to sell 
ber, and that, in a few days, she must be delivered to 
her purchaser. Prostrated before the altar of degrada- 
tion, she must become a victim to his brutal passions for 
which she was purchased. The father was unusually 
depressed, so much so as to amount to perfect melan- 
choly, and occasionally muoh agitated* This was ob- 
served by poor Mary, who attributed it to the embarras- 
ment he was in. All of a sudden, he called out '' Mary!" 
** WeU, papa," was her reply ; her black eyes placed in 
his, with a cheering smile, little dreaming what was 
about to fall from the lips of him in whom she had 
placed implicit confidence. '' It is my heart-rending 
duty to tell you that you are a Slave," With astonish- 
ment, as though it could not possibly be true, she gazed 
upon him. J' Oh, papa! you don't mean to say that I am 
a Slave!" ''Yes, (much agitated), and, alas! you are 
sold." The horrors of Slavery, as a mighty avalanche, 
rolled in upon her soul, and she fell, unconscious, to the 
ground. 

On recovering her consciousness, as there was no 
time to be lost, to save herself from degradation, she ob- 
tained an interview with a gentleman of respectability 
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and influence, to whom, unknown to her father, she was 
hetrothed. 

On his entering the room, she fell prostrate at his 
feet, pouring forth a flood of tears ; then, with uplifl:ed 
hands, her tearfal eyes fixed on his, with that plaintive- 
ness of voice, which woman only is capahle, exclaimed, 
" Sir, I am a Slave! and my father has sold mel You 
are the only person in this world that can save me ; upon 
you my fixture welfare and happiness depend. Will you 
gave me? what shall I hear! oh, what shall I hear fi:om 
one I love so dear?*' This, to him, was like a thunder 
holt, — astounded, he gazed upon her in her prostrated 
condition, (he could hardly realize that it was the ohject 
of his afiections, — ^but it was). He took her by the 
hands, and raised her fi*om that position, with all the 
sympathy and tender feeling of which his sympathising 
Qature was capable. He wiped the tears firom her 
youthfiil and lovely cheeks, and said, ** I will save you." 
Weak and feeble, from the shock her nervous system 
had undergone, she sobbed, sighed, wept, and groaned. 
Measures were immediately taken to leave that land of 
Wood. It was not a matter of choice but stem neces- 
sity, — they flew, and came to the city of Cincinnati, in 
the State of Ohio, a distance of six hundred miles, 
where I then lived. They were immediately married, — 
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now were their desires realized, though not under t&r 
most favorable circumstances. 

As soon as her purchaser learned the fact of her sue- 
•essful escape, he started men, in haste, to- pursue her,- 
who tracked her^ even into the city where she was. The 
Abolitionists gave her instant notice of their presence, 
«nd she immediately left for Canada. Toudiing that 
tand* sacred to Freedom! her soul, like the eagle un- 
lettered,, walked abroad in its own majesty^ on the 
floweiy plains of Uberty^ fearless of chains. Though as 
white as an English lady; though legally married to a 
frhite gentleman, whose rights and privileges the Ameri^ 
fans profess to acknowledge and protect, yet, "^ while 
Americana eannot liire with a legally married wife, even 
in a Free State,, she was liable, and- would have been 
torn from his emjbraces, if her pursuers could have ascer- 
'^dned her whereabouts. He might,, but from the cir- 
cumstances that caused their flight,, lived with her ille- 
gally in the Slave States,, but could not live with her 
legally in a Free State, because she was a Slave; and, 
«nder the Fugitive Bill, might be handcuffed in her own 
dwelling, and driven ^away,. like an ox to the slaughter- 
bouse* She now lives m ToroiUo,. C. W., and I have 
the pleasure of her aeq;aaHita&ce.. 

Thomas Brown was arrested in Philadelphia, and 
lendered up to the Slave-claimants. The Northern. 
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Judges axe guilty of turning Fugitives into tlie cla^ 
dungeon of Slavery, for they could free every Slave thatr 
comes before them, if so disposed, by deciding the Fugi-* 
tive Bill unconstitutional j and reftising to comply witli 
its requirements. The following will she^ that oui^ 
railroad is doing good business^ therefore ought to he 
patronised, as we believe it will be. " Five Slaves lefit 
Mr. C. D. Armstrong, of St. Louis/ A girl 18 years of 
age, a woman 26, and children, supposed to have been 
abducted by two white men." They consider a girl at 
18 years of age^ not a woman^ as you may infer from 
the above distinction, which is quite consonant with 
Southern custom. Generally, they call the males hoya 
until they are about sixty, after that period, old uncle^ 
until the day of their death : the females, gal or girl, or, 
sometimes, ironically. My Lady^ until they are sy^ty, 
then old aunty, to the end of life. The Northern men 
have borrowed this custom from the Southern, and pre- 
sume to call free coloured men boys, in the North as the 
following will obviously show. A Fugitive Slave, on 
iiis way to Canada, being in a Free State, and so far 
from his home, thought himself out of danger ; he ven- 
tured to take the train^ as he had a little money, to 
travel publicly to Canada. After getting into the car-- 
riage, (in the United States called car)^ the Conductoif 
«aid/ '* it is against our rules for coloured men to §0 
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first-class." The Fugitive was of a light complexion,-^— 
he said, "Am I coloured? Look at me." The Conductor 
supposing it possible he might only be a dark-skinned 
man, begged his pardon, uid left him. He afterwards 
^ok another view of him, and not being satisfied on the 
point, called the second Conductor, and asked him if he 
4id not think the sxtan in question a Nigger, He said, 
** Certainly he is.'* They violently dragged him out 
although he had a first-class ticket. He got on the 
freight aarriage* Nearing their destination, the same 
iConductor, collecting fare^ and gathering tickets, came 
to the Fugitive, " I say, Boy." The Fugitive seemed to 
te deaf, "Boy, I say, — ^I mean you, — ticket, ticket." 
The Fugitive said, " What do you charge per hundred for 
freight?" The Conductor replied, " 26 cents." " I weigh 
Just li501bs.; as J am freight and not a passenger, I will 
pay you accordingly," whixjh he did. Another notice 
^ay not be out of place. 

" Mrs, Pendleton's Slaves, fourteen in number, who 
fm. off to P,ennsylv8nia, from Washington County, a 
few days ago, have not been arrested at Harrisburgh, 
»» reported, although they are said to be in that town." 
The Rockingham Virginia Register says, " that on the 4th 
ihQV& was a considerable stampede among the Negroes 
of Pendleton County, — G. Dyer, Esq., late Clerk of the 
Couvt^, lost three; Tyrus Hopkins, Esq., two; mi 
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Elisiia Stonestreet, one. About a year since Mr. A. W^ 
Dyer, of the same comity, lost four of his most valuable 
Slaves in the same way." 

Nationat Anti-stavery Standard. 
The Abolitionists are continually accused of exagger- 
ating the cruelties inflicted upon the Slaves. It is said, 
they " well off." In the language of a Senator, many of 
them are " fat and sleek." They are, generally, not over- 
tasked ; that they are content, meriy, fond of singing, 
and sports J in better condition than the free people in 
the north, or operatives in England, and would not leave 
their masters if they could. "What we have said already, 
is quite sufficient to disprove that. Mrs. Stowe is ac- 
cused of misrepresenting the matter, in " Uncle Tom's 
Cabin." There being 46,000 Fugitive Slaves in Canada, 
does not seem to indicate that they were very well treated, 
otherwise they would have remained in that professedly 
happy condition. We suppose having no means of ascer- 
taining the precise facts in the case. That of the present 
generation of Slaves 90,000 have attempted to secure 
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their freedom by running away, but only 45,000 have 
succeeded. The advertisements for runaways, with 
which the Southern Papers are crowded, demonstrate 
the discontent of the Slaves, and their longings for free- 
dom. The unwillingness of the Slaveholders to bring 
their Slaves to the North, during their Summer pilgrin^ 
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indeed ! Who can describe the sufferings of parents, for 
«Ter bereft of their children*; mothers robbed of their 
daughters ; childi'en torn from their parents ; young 
women, and married women, exposed to the brutal lusts 
0f Slave-drivers, masters, and 'overseers. Millions doom- 
ed to insult; deprived of opportunities to read God'a 
Word; to attend upon Hie worship; to instruct their 
children ; and taunted for their religious principles. 
Advocates for Slavery, would you be happy under such 
icircumstances^ certainly not, then think not that others 
e&n be. The Day of Judgment only will disclose those 
registered wrongs, which the coloured men, women,, and 
children, are the victims, in the Slave States, 

The facts I narrate of the sorrows of the down* 
Irodden Negroes, may be considered exaggerations by the 
ignorant and unfeeling, but surely not by the Kecording 
Angel, who drops a tear at every record made. Nor can 
they be by the compassionate Saviour, who tells their 
wanderings, puts their tears into his bottle, smd writes 
ibem in his Book of Remembrance. 

The following letter ijs from Th^ New Yorh Daily 
J^me9, written by a person who visited the Dismal 
Swamps,, the celebrity of which has gone, far and wide, 
§» the hftbitfttiott for runaway Slaves : 
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** The Dism&l Swamps are noted places of refuge for 
Tunaway Negroes. They were formerly peopled in thia 
way much more than at present ; a systematic hunting 
of them, with dogs and guns, having been made by in- 
^dividuals, who took it up as a business, about ten years 
ago, has caused these Swamps to be less frequented. 
Formerly, children were bom, bred, lived, and died 
there. The Negro, my guide, told me he had eeen slcele- 
tons there, and had helped to bury bodies recently dead. 
There are people in the Swamps now, he thought, that 
:are children of Fugitives, and Fugitives themselves 
finish their lives there. What a strange life it must be. 
He said, the Drivers sometimes shoot them. When 
they saw a Fugitive, if he tried to run away from them, 
they would call out to him, that if he did not stop, they 
would fire at him, and, if he did not stop, they shot at 
the poor fellow, and sometimes killed him. But some of 
them would rather be shot than taken. Sir, he added 
^simply. * * * * No particular breed of dogs is used 
for hunting the Negroes. Blood-hounds, fox-hounds, 
buU-dogs, and curs were used. A white man told me 
how they trained them for the work, as though it was a 
common and notorious practice. They are shut up when 
puppies, and never allowed to see a Negro except while 
training to catch him. A Negro is made to run from 
ihem, and they are encouraged to follow him, until ha 
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gets into a tree, when they are given meat; after which 
they learn them to follow any particular Negro, hy scent. 
A shoe, or piece of clothing, is taken off a Negro, and 
the dogs are taught to scent out the owner of it, and to 
tree him. When the Drivers take a Negro that has not 
a pass or free paper, and they don't know whose Slave 
he is, they confine him in gaol, and advertise him. If 
no one claims him within a year, he is sold to the high- 
est hidder, at a puhlic sale." 

I quite understand the method of training dogs, a» 
I have seen it many times. Sometimes they drag a child 
on the ground, holding the puppy's nose to the place 
until he follows voluntarily. Occasionally they suffer 
the dog to hite it a little so as to taste the blood, and 
thus make it vicious. Slavery is» as the venerable John 
Wesley said, " the sum of all villainies." 

I record the escape of a Slave from the foregoing 
writer, who says, " A few years since, a noble-looking 
Black called on me. He was a Fugitive, and had walked 
1,800 miles, from Louisiana to New York, without speak- 
ing to more than three white men. It was his third 
attempt to escape from Slavery. He left a wife and chil- 
dren behind him, hoping that, at some fature day, he 
could make arrangements to bring them out of Slavery. 
He said, that at the second attempt, he was pursued by 
men and blood-hounds, who attacked, and almost killed 
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him before he surrendered. He was sent to Brooklyn^ 
where he had good employment and good wages; but, 
in a short time^ he was missing. After the lapse of a 
year, a letter was received from him, dated on board a 
whale-ship, in the Pacific Ocean, saying, '* I fled from 
Brooklyn, because I could not sleep, as I was so near 
the Slaveholding countiy. I thought I could not be safe 
until I had got to the other side of the globe." It i& 
absurd to talk of the contentment of the Slaves. Even 
if they were. Slavery would still be a crime; to make a 
human being property is wrong, — malum in se. 

The Slaves are fond of mirth and singing! So they 
are, but by this they only prove they are men. But it 
is not always an evidence of a contented and happy 
mind. The prisoner, under the dread sentence of death, 
drags his chains across the dark and gloomy dungeon, 
hanging to his ancles, waiting his execution, humming 
some favourite tune to dissipate the awful realization of 
eternity, from his much agitated mind. None would for 
a moment, say he had rather be a prisoner than a free 
man. The same rule holds good with the Slave. If they 
were, it only shows, very conspicuously, the wickedness 
of such a system; thus, like a crucible, crushing out of 
man the very element that constitutes him man; and 
reduces him to a beast, with only carnal appetites ta 
gratify. 
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^0 man, -whatever his oomplexion or condition may 
the, can love Slavery ; if he says he does, he gives the 
-strongest possible evidence of his extreme imbecility, 
and ignorance of human nature. The love of liberty is 
an innate principle of man's moral and physical nature, 
altogether beyond his controul. Anything that opposes 
the aspirations of the human mind, and Ute development 
'Of man!fi moral nature, he hates and opposes from the 
depth of his soul ; Slavery does this, therefore he hates 
it. Some Slaves are satisfied in their condition, and 
would not accept their freedom. Such I have seen and 
Icnown, — but it is the exception, not the rule. The 
<;ause of their contentment is found in the humanity of 
their claimants, to whom they are attached by their 
repeated kindnesses to them. Thus it ifi the owners 
they are attached to, and not the diabolical system, as 
following will evidently demonstrate. The notorious and 
far-famed Henry Clay, (the firm advocate of human 
*chattelhood), took with him iaito the North, and into 
Canada, his domestic servant, Bill ; he defied the Abo- 
litionists to take him away from him. He offered to 
give his servant his emancipating papers the moment 
he consented to leave him, and remain in the North, or 
in Cahada. Bill would not accept the overtures of the 
Abolitionists ; he sternly resisted them all, and declared 
he had rather he with his master than be free, so he went 
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with him to the South. Eventually, by a etroke of Pro- 
vidence, Mr. Clay was brought to a sick bed, and death 
seemed inevitable. Bill knew he would be sold with 
other Slaves, at the death of his master, and what hands 
he should get into he could not judge, whether a Legree 
or a Haly ; he thought it, therefore, not wise to wait 
the death of his master, consequently he took a free 
passage to Canada, where he could be his own master, 
I think, if left to their own choice, this would be the 
result of a majority of the exceptions before referred to : 
this evidently shews it is the owners they are attached 
to and not the system. Allow me, kind Header, to answer 
another objection of the opponents to Emancipation^ 
** The lives of the owners would be in danger. They 
would wake up * some morning and find all their throats 
cut." This absurdity finds no parallel in the annals of 
history. It assumes, " that the African, or Slave, when 
treated justly, will exhibit a vindictive spirit, whiieh he 
will not when treated unjustly. When elevated to the 
blessings of freedom, he will thirst for human blood, 
which he does not do when crushed and cursed by 
■Slavery; or, if so, it is merely to obtain his pristine 
liberty. At present, he witnesses continually his wife 
torn from his arms; sees his infants brought to tbe auc- 
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Hon bloek; the heavenly gate of knowledge shut against 
him; the fruit of his hard labour unjustly taken by ano- 
ther; sees himself, and offspring, doomed to a wretched 
servitude, from which there is no redemption ; to all of 
which he quietly submits and patiently endures. "Xet, 
for one single act of kindness to them and their chil- 
dren, (a kindness for which they have prayed, and en- 
duringly waited the answer of that prayer), now that 
they have obtained that desire, they will cut the throats 
of the donors." It is preposterous in the extreme. 

I will now refer to a noble example, which glitters in 
the historic page, relative to this matter. By one single 
Act of Parliament, the Slaves of the British West Indie* 
were suddenly, as well as peaceably, changed into free 
men and women : their souls walked abroad on the plains 
of freedom, in their own majesty, fearless of lash or 
chains. The British Slaves numbered 800,000, accord- 
ing to Mr. W. Goodell and the Honorable Charles Sum- 
ner's report on the subject. The Whites, and Blacks or 
Negroes, were in the following proportion: 131,000 
Whites, distributed as follow: — In the islands of Jamaica 
(the largest at present), 400,000 Africans, and 87,000 
Whites. Barbadoes, 120,000 Africans and 16,000 Whites. 
In St Lucia, 19,500 Africans, and 600 Whites. In To- 
bago, 14,000 Africans, and only 600 Whites. In Mon- 
•errat, 600 Africans, and only 150 Whites. In all these 
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places no man was ever put to death by the Slaves. 
But to the contrary, the authorities positively declare, 
that emancipation took place in the most peaceable 
manner. 

Sir Lionel Smith, the Governor of Jamaica, in his 
speech to the Assembly, says, their " conduct proves how 
well they deserved the boon of freedom." His Majesty 
once declared from the throne, "that emancipation 
had taken place without any disturbance of public 
order or tranquility." I believe in the doctrine, that 
" our safety consists in doing our duty, both to God and 
man." 

We will return to our subject. In the Slave States 
it is customary for the free coloured men to marry Slave 
women. There is no legal marriage, when one party is 
A Slave, whether tiie free party be white or coloured. A 
free coloured man wished to purchase his wife's free- 
dom; not having the money, he agreed with her master 
to work seven years for her, at the end of which he was 
to possess her. The man fEuthfiilly performed his duty, 
but at the expiration of the seven years, the master re* 
fiised to give her up. The oath of a coloured person 
being invalidated in any case where a white person is a 
party concerned, the man had no legal redress. The 
master, nevertheless, gained the confidence of the man 
J)j aiSrming, with all the solemnity of an oath, that a© 
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years. The man, accordingly served another seven years;- 
and agam the master refused to give possession of the 
%oman. The man did then, what he should have done 
at first, he stole her away, and three others, and started 
off to Canada. Being fifty miles towards the interior,- 
of the State, they proceeded direct to the Ohio river.- 
They were pursued, and their savage pursuers reached 
the usual place of crossing hefore the Fugitives; there 
lying in amhush^ waited their arrival. The Fugitives 
reached the spot in the silent hour of the night. A skiff 
being fastened te the bank, they hastily got into it; but,- 
when receeding from the shore, their pursuers made 
their appearance, and furiously phinged into the water,- 
Waist deep, and violently seized hold of the boat, deter- 
mined they should not proceed,- but the man holding the 
skiff, was immediately shot dead by one of the Fugitives,- 
They then proceeded, as quickly as possible, across the 
river, leaving their infuriated pursuers without the 
means of following them. On reaching the other side 
of the river, they landed in the Free State of Ohio, and 
there soon found friends to assist them on their perilous* 
Jioumey, to a blessed land of liberty. I leave the reader' 
to make his own comments, and to come to his own con-- 
elusions, upon the act of the Fugitive taking the life of 
the man-stealer. It was the husband who shot the ma^y 
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■and thus secured tlie freedom of Iiis wife and the otfief 
Slaves that accompanied them. These Fugitives were 
brought to my house, and I passed them on to Canada,- 
where the Patriarchal custom of buying wives, and pay- 
ing for th«m by bond labour, is not the practice ; that? 
labour is required to support their wives after they have 
obtained them. 

"Jacob served seven years for Eachael, and they 
seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had for' 
her." ** He served Laban yet seven other years, and he 
gave him Kachael to wife." This man was by no means 
as good as Laban ; the latter gave Jacob his wife at the- 
termination of fourteen years, but the former refiised'^ 
thus to do. He cheated the man not only out of his 
service, but out of Eis wife as well. Slavery stops not 
here, it takes even the children from the mother; she, 
legally, has no childi^en, they are her master's property. 

A Slave " can do nothing, possess nothing, nor ac- 
quire anything, all belongs to his master." A Slave 
woman, in tike State of Georgia, was forced to leave her 
child, when only siic^ weeks old, to accompany her young 
mistress to the North, on a pleasure trip. Tiie mistress 
stopped in N-ew York, but the servant continued her 
journey a little further North than her mistress antici- 
pated. She arrived safe in Canada. This woman work- 
ed hard, saved what money she could for two years, and 
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ihen wrote to her late master, and asked him what ee . 
would take for her child for. His answer was £50. She 
forwarded the money to him, through an agent, and he 
sent the child to her. This child was not legally her's, 
but her master's, therefore she must purchase it from 
him, before she could own it. Slavery steals from 
mother's arms their dear ones, and leaves them to 
mourn their loss. The Slave laws are not obsolete, as 
some would have you believe, but strictly conformed to, 
when the interest of the owner requires it. Another 
case, just in point, is that of Mrs. Forester, of Washing- 
ton city, the capital of the United States, who sold one 
of her Slaves his liberty, for three hundred dollars, but 
bis wife and three children remained her property, as 
he was unable to purchase them. The man paid the 
mistress ten dollars per month for his wife to live with 
him, thus he literally hired his wife. The children lived 
with their parents, so that the woman to whom they be- 
longed was not at the expense of feeding and clothing 
them, As they grew up, and arrived at the age of ten or 
twelve, the mistress had them fetched away and sold on 
the auctibn block to the highest bidder. Finally, she 
sent the Police for Benjamin, the youngest and the 
only child left. Some kind friend concealed the child, 
quite unknown to the parents, therefore they could not 
deliver him into the mistress's possession, as the others 
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3iad been. The poor man was, therefore, put into prison, 
on the charge of concealing a runaway Slave. He was fined 
one hundred dollars and costs, which amounted together 
to nearly two hundred dollars: he was kept in prison 
twelve months. He could well adopt the cogent language 
of Jacob, *' Joseph is not, Simeon is not, and ye will 
take Benjamin away: all these things are against me." 
The industrious habits of this Slave had won for him 
the sympathidB of the community, who voluntarily mad^ 
up the money and paid the fine^ and would, had it have 
been possible, released him from his unjust imprisonment 
The boy, Benjamin, was liurried Away« with something 
like lightning speed, toward the North Star, and was 
soon beyond the possibility of recoveiy. 

John G. Whittier, the American poet, as with a live 
•coal dropped from Freedom's Altar, firing up his soul 
and enlivening his imagination, thus describes woman's 

(Condition in Slavery : — 

'* What, oh! onr oonntrymen in chalnsl 

The whip on woman's shrinking flesh ; 
Qor soil yet reddening with the stains. 

Caught from her scourging, warm' and fresh. 
What I mothers from their children riven ! 

What I Ood's own image bought and soldi 
Americana to market driyen, 

And bartered, as the brut«, for goldt 
Speak t shaU their agony of prayer 

Come thrilling to our hearts in vain? 
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To xoh whose fathers scorned to bear 

The pallzy menace o€ a chain. 
To UB, whose bo^^t is loud and long, 

Of holy liber^ and light; 
SeUr Shan ^hese writhing Slaves of wrong, 

Plead Tain^ for their pl^dored rights ? 

Southern authorities are forward to claim indemnitjr 
from the Free States, when they can prove that the rights 
of Slaveholders are infringed.. A coloured man, wrong- 
frilly accused of grand larceny,, (a pretext for procuring 
him as a Slave), was, on his own confession,, sent to the 
State Prison, in the State of New York, for two years, 
and pardoned one day before his time expired. On a 
xepresentatioa of the facts to Mr. George Hunt, he was 
s^nt to Canada. A Dr. Allen Thomas, of Howard County, 
Maryland, claimed him as his Slave, and demanded in- 
demnity from the State of New York. The Legislature, 
and Governor of Maryland, endorsed the claim, and for- 
warded it to the Governor and Legislature of New York. 
My authority is Frederick Douglass* Paper, April 22, 
1853. 

I suppose^ however, no indienmity was ever made. 
Slaveholders endeavour to make tl^e State Gov^nment 
a vehicle to pay them for their runaway Slaves. 

To secure individuc^ aid^ they offer money, as the 
following will show: — ^In the counties of Mason and 
Bracken, Kentucky, an association is formed to assist 
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in piu'sumg and recovering Fugitives; quite literal t«' 
<wards are offered to citizens in the Free States^ to help 
them, and majay do. Four coloured citizens of Massa« 
chusettSi were arrested in Galveston^ Texas, for conceal-- 
inga Fugitive Slave on board the Brig Billow^ of Boston^ 
with intention of aiding him in his escape^ They were 
tried and convicted^ and bad to pay a fine e^ual to the 
value of the Slave; in default^ titiey were sold ^s Slaves^ 
The Governor of the St^-te was jauthorized by the Legis- 
latuire to take steps iofr their release. I do not know 
whether they ever were set f^ee; but, if they liad been 
white meui no pains^ money^ nor time, would have been 
spared by the State. 

The following I quote from The San FruncUco HeraJdf 
1864.— " Fugitive Slave Case. — Justice Shepherd is- 
sued a warrant for the arrest of a mulatto womaijL^ wh0 
was claimed as a Fugitive from labour by T. T« Smithy of 
Jackson county^ Missouri, ghe was brought to this 
country by the oMmant in 1650^ and remai^e4y together 
with a number of other Slaves^ in his family, until a few 
months since^ whan she mfuried ^ free Negro^ and es- 
caped. Her owner heard of her arrival here^ and came 
down in search. Being informed that she was iiecreted 
on board the ship, Flying. Ooud^ h,e applied for a war- 
rant, by virtue of which she was arrested, and brought 
feefore Justice Shepherd, by whom, on satisfactory proof 
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^f title, she was remanded to the custody of Mr. Smith, 
to be conveyed to the State oft Missouri." Poor woman, 
' ahe must go back into the Dungeon of Slavery, and 
suffer the fury of a task-master. She was not so for* 
tunate as the Fugitives, whose narrative I will give next. 
Before the passing of the pernicious Slave law, eight 
Fugitives travelled some two hundred miles through the 
State of Ohio, to Cleveland, on the edge of Lake Erie, 
to reach Canada, from whence they must cross the Lake^ 
and thi6 they coidd only do on a steam boat, and one 
liappened to be just about ready to start. The captain 
was one of the Conductors of our Bail-road. These eight 
Fugitives came on board; as they stepped on, the captain 
turned his back to them, so that he might be justified 
in saying he did not see them come on board, if he 
should be (juestioned about them; however, they were 
packed away as freight. Their pursuers were close on 
them. Just before the steamer left the shore they came 
on board, but they did not know their Slaves were there. 
They intended to go to Detroit, on the State side, 
where, in ail probability, they would meet them in 
the act of crossing the Detroit river, going into Canada, 
Its they had gone, "in their opinion, another way. The 
next morning, about eight o'clock, the passengers all 
prepared for breakfast, as the steamer had not yet 
arrived. These Negro-catchers, walking on the deck, 
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enjoying a morning's breeze, discovered, unexpectedly/ 
their Negroes, packed away very snugly altogether/ 
They passed many compliments, and made many inqui- 
ries relative to their escape, &c., directing their remarks 
chiefly to Jack, a kind of Prince among them. Next, they 
enquired of the captaiti as to his landing point, and the 
time, anxious to secure their property. The captain said 
he should becompeUed to stop at Maiden, attaa Amherst- 
burgh, on the Canada side, at the mouth of the Detroit 
river, still twenty miles from Detroit city, on the State 
side, their place of destination. Maiden was the captain's 
place to take in wood, to enable him to run his vessel 
the twenty miles to Detroit. ^ 

Knowing, as they did, the moment the steamer 
landed at Maiden the Fugitives were as free as themselves, 
because it is British soil, they implored the captain not 
to stop there, for their Negroes would escape. He said 
he had nothing to do with the Negroes, it was wood he 
wanted, otherwise the steamer could not run. '* For 
God's sake. Captain, don't stop at Maiden. '' No use, 
gentlemen, we must have wood, or we shall be lost." 
** Captain, land at Detroit before you do at Maiden, and 
we will give you three hundred dollars (or £60)." To 
this the captain agreed. They immediately paid him the 
money, and accordingly they landed at Detroit. One of 
these Slaye -catchers hastened immediately up to the town 
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l» obtain a warrant to arrest the FugitiTes, wlule the 
others stood at the gangway to see if the Slaves came on 
fihove in common with the passengers. In the meanwhile 
the eaptain gave the lookers-ont (Abolitionists) to under* 
stand what was afloat. Thej took a yawl on the opposite 
Mde of the steamer, pitched them into it as though they 
were barrels of flonr. On the opposite side of the river, 
is Canada ; the Slaves rowed for their liberty, their eyes 
set on freedom's land, which, once reached, they were safe 
beneath British rule ; they were filled both with joy and 
fear; — ^the approaching enemy behind them, and a land 
of liberty before them. The absentee returned with the 
Sheriff, looking this way and that way, his companions being 
unable to give any information as to the whereabouts of 
the Slaves, though others might, had they been so dis- 
posed. When the Slaves were half way across the river, 
fully out of danger, some gentlemen shouted out, '* Are 
those your Niggers ? I could have told you where they 
were before, had I known they were yours." The Slave- 
holder was very angry indeed. The captain very quietly 
informed him he had been paid the money to land there, 
which he had done according to contract, but he did not 
understand that he was to hold the Negroes and keep 
them from walking off, as other gentlemen do. While the 
altercation was going on a gentleman said to the South* 
erner, " They are not over yet, we may overtake them ; 
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for seventy-five doEars (or £15) I will do all I can m 
asgistingf you." The money was paid, as before, they got 
into a yawl, across they went, but the Fugitives arrived 
long befinre they did. ' Th^ overtook them, as the gen- 
tl^naa sidd— bat it was in Canada. The Somhemer^ 
knowing where he was, began to persuade Jack, the 
leader, bgr saying, ^¥ou know 4he old man was Just as 
good to you n to one of his own «oas; tcome Jack, go 
1)adE now ; he has nuMie his will since you hasve ^xiwb 
away, and he says at bis death he will set you aU free. 
The old man is so sorry you have all left lum se." The 
latter, I b^tieve, Jiad lost eight thousand dollars — I should 
be quite songr to meet »ich a loss. Jaek had not spoken, 
ta out knowledge^ from his first disGovery^x) this time, 
he veiy attentively liri^ened to all the Sl&veholder had to 
say. '* Wellj I had .a hard ;time getting kere — I believe 
I will stay here mcMi" rcfiUed Jack. ISie owner lost both 
his skvee and his money. I do not justify for a moment 
the maxmer in which he lost his money ; but I certionly 
do just^ the slaves for remaining in Canada. I may be 
allowed to esattune wiuit the Soriptuzal idea is respecting 
run-away Slaves; or Ftigitives for liberty. The Jews 
aever sent aft^ a nun-away ; »there axe cases of going 
after an ox or an ass, but no instance of a master going 
or setiding after a stray servant. If the possibility of 
property in man had been admitted ; if servants had been 
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regarded as slaves, and masters as owners, then the lawflF 
of God would no more have permitted any two4l^ged 
property to run away from the owner, to steal itself from 
the master, than four-legged property ; a man would have 
had no more right to run away than a horse or an ox ; 
the right to {KMsess properly gives a right to secuve that 
properly and prevent its escape. ** If thou meet even 
thine enemy's ox or his ass going astray, thou shalt surely 
bring it back to him again." But, "Thou shalt not 
deliver imto his master the servant which has escaped 
from his master; he shall dwell with thee, even among 
you, in that place he shaH choose in any of thy gates 
where it liketh him best, but thou shalt not oppress him." 
In one case the Jew was quite justifiable in turning the 
beast back,, in the otiier he was not justified so to do, be- 
cause the right of property was recognised in the beast, but 
not in man ; for ** in the image of God created He him." 
Man coming from the plastic hand of C^nnipotence, 
with a mind capable of comprehending the nature and 
character of his Creator — a heart to^ feel, a soul to love 
Christ and His holy religion ; created a little lower than 
the angels, to be hunted down: and dragged into perpetual 
bondage in a land calling itself free, the freest in the 
world, is almost incredible, but it is a lamentable fistct, a 
fact not to be disguised nor varnished. Stealing men was 
a capital offence for which the offender was put to deaths 
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''He that stealethi or selleth, or holdeth a man shall 
fiurely-be put to death." 

Qod has thundered forth His mighty voice, as "the 
voice of many waters," against this wicked traffic. 

" For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I 
will not turn away the pimishment thereof, because they 
sold the righteous for silver and the poor for a pair of 
shoes." — ^Amos ii., 6. Qod's retributive justice will not 
always remain silent, but ere long wiQ be manifested in 
behalf of multiplied thousands of His redeemed children, 
sold for silver and gold, even by professed Christians. 
They are like the condemned miserable wretches alluded 
to by the Prophet, " The oppressors of God's sheep, the 
destroyers of men ; whose possessors slay them and hold 
themselves not guilty; and they that sell them say. 
Blessed be the Lord, for I am rich." Many of the Ameri- 
can slaveholders are rich at the expense of the blood 
bones, and muscles of the Slaves. The Slaveholders^ 
plead divine authority for capturing fugitive Slaves from 
the case of Hagar ; no two things are more opposite than 
these. Hagar was a wife by the consent of Sarah, whose 
influence was supreme over her as well as Abraham, and 
Abraham sent her away, therefore she did not run away ; 
if she had been a Slave this would have freed her — (we 
don't admit she was a Slave) — ^instead of selling her child 
he gave it to her; many Slaveholders sell their owit 
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tsliildren by ^eir slave women. He also fumislied Her 
*with something for her and the child to eat in their per- 
ambulations. Instead of prerenting her flight he assisted 
her by laying the youth, as well as the bread and water, 
t>n her shoulders. That she was a domestic servant we 
don't den^. She was privileged to go where she liked, 
«o far as Abraham was concCTaed. K the Slaveholders 
would act upon this principle, slavery would soon be 
abolished by the exit of the Slaves, until soch exit would 
become altogether unnecessary. They again assure us 
Paul sent back Onesimus, a Slave, to Philemon, a Slave- 
holder. — 1st. It is with them to prove Onesimus was a 
:Slave. It is one thing to make an assertion, and quite 
another to prove it. Many persons don't like to take 
Ihings for granted. — 2, Having assumed the ground they 
must show Pliilemon was a Slaveholder. To many it 
would no doubt seem, to prove the former would be to 
demonstrate the latter, but it does not necessarily follow. 
This they have never done, for this reason — ^they can't. 
But <the accumulated evidence from the passage is on the 
aide of freedom. This eminent Apostle says, " Whom I 
would have retained." It seems he had power to have 
kept him had he been disposed; from whence did he 
derive this power ? " Thou shalt not turn back the ser^ 
vant that escapeth unto thee," &c. By this law Paul 
£ould have retained him ; he says to Philemon, " Receive 
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vaht, a brother beloved in the Lord." Whatever might 
haye been his previous condition he was now evidently 
free from all connecting circumstances, it k quite obvious 
he was not a slave. Our opinion holds good tUl the 
Slaveholder proves that he was. They have had two hun^- 
dred years to bring forward their evidence : their £ulure, 
cannot therefore be for the want <of time. Jesus says' 
" Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind, 
strength, and thy ^neighbour as thyself." Paul was a 
<;onsistent Christian, he could not therefore send Onesimus 
into slavery when he wdtdd no^ like to be sent himself. 
Again, he would in this be violating the law of love, ** Do 
unto all men as you Would they should do unto you." 
Paul, I am sure, would not have liked Onesimus to have 
sent him into bondage. f)ra^ing fugitive Slaves into 
slavery finds no shelter in the word of God ; it is there^ 
fore a crime, and they that do it are criminals, and will 
b& judged, convicted, and punished accordingly. 

Slaves have a consciousness of right and wrong, and 
understand their duties as servants as well as their mas*- 
ters ; many will not, therefore, submit to the lash ; such 
prefer a change of masters, though by this change their 
tasks may be augmented and tbeir labour much more 
severe than formerly. One of this class lived in the 
State of Kentucky in ISi6, when he made his e:^it to 
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Canada ; the master who sold him came to the cabin m 
which he lived with his aged mother, in company with 
his new purchaser, with a hoe and rope in his hand, 
intendiog to knock him down and tie him, and in this 
condition deliver him to his new master. As the Slave 
passed out at the door of the cabin, the stranger struck at 
him ; the Slave evaded the well-directed blow, and with 
his knife stabbed the man to death. The master, endea- 
vouring to rescue the stranger, was also killed. The 
Slave escaped on the best horse his master had to the Ohio 
river the same night, a distance of fifty miles ; on his 
arrival he crossed the river in a yawl, and with the bridle 
in his hand he travelled all day enquiring for a stray horse, 
until the Abolitiomsts took charge of him and brought 
him to my house, on his way to Canada. I think, how^ 
ever, the Slave would have been more justifiable in ron- 
ning away with the horse, without killing the man; 
perhaps he would have been without blame had he left 
the horse in his care : it was property stealing property. 
There are few such men as the above, who have in this 
way made manifest their capabilities of leading their 
brethren out of the prison-house of bondage, that there are 
such, none deny. The Slaveholders themselves are aware 
of the capabilities of the Slaves to firee themselves, if they 
only knew their own power; hence come unrighteous 
laws, preventing instruction—" knowledge is power*'* 
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Give the bondjsman this power and he is no longer a 
vassal. Mr. H. B. left his master in Kentucky, and 
found a recognition of human rights in Canada, leaving 
a wife and one child in slavery. Though free he was 
still imhappy ; the remembrance of his dear wife and 
child would always interrupt the pleasant and smooth 
stream of existence. They would stand by his bedside 
in his nocturnal dreams ; and would awake pressing his 
dear little one to his bosom. He went back after them 
a distance of four hundred miles. They met one moon- 
shiny night, in the shade of a spacious oak, arranged as 
to the time of leaving, and the place to meet. On the 
selected night, which she was to bid adieu to slavery, 
her mistress had a party of friends ; it was therefore im^ 
possible for her to get away. A disappointed husband 
went to the place determined upon. No wife. The 
ne^t evening he went to learn the cause of the delay, but 
poor fellow, he was betrayed by innocent little negro 
children, to whom no blame can be attached, exclaiming 
" Yonder is uncle H — ." He was sold at New Orleans, 
one thousand miles away ag^^^ from his dear wife and 
child. His body loaded with chains. On his arrival 
there, he was put in charge of the sheriff to take to gaol, 
there to remain till a purchaser could be found. It was 
necessary to take off the chains, especially in a crowded 
citj like New Orleans. Going on to prison with the 
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ikeriff, being n pra^g man, he asked jGfodt from tte 
^pth of his sorrowful soul to aasi^t h™ to escape. He 
outran the sheriff, leaping oyer fencjes into fine cultiyated 
garden^, and thus j^ of ope intp anoiher, until the 
sheriff lost sight of him. Tlie officer informed the own^r 
of what had happenec(, closing his note with th^se 
mQn;or^bl^ words: — ^'^I will never h||ye anythix^ to do with 
another prajjruig nigg^." I trust he has kept his word. 
This Slave came back to his old master, who owned his 
wife and child, intending to get th^m, ax^ pass into 
Canada. Again he was betrayed, ond delivered to his 
late Ulster, who |M)iight his wife and child* They were 
taken to New Orleans, ^nd all sold to one man, Deacon 
Whitfield, a profess^ Christian and a dei^son of a church. 
Mr. H— r went to a pi^jer meeting without his master's 
consent, &r which he a^ked and was denied ; finishing 
his task, he w^nt without it, and got home before he 
was needed. But on his f^T^:» his wife told hi]^ that 
his master ha4 prpQus^d he should have the next day four 
hiind];e^ l§sh^ fof <]j^tQttl^y^g hiis op:de«9. Whajt to da 
l^e knew not. He tQQk^ however, a m\ile, and rode ten 
ifiiles into the forest ; remained there till the following 
n%ht. He returned witji the mi)le, and left it, then 
took hjs wife ^nd cluld^ and went in quite a different 
direction. The next day the bloodhounds traced them 
out. They were taken back. His hands and feet tied to' 
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four stakes, Hs fuoe towaids the giraiuid ; thie deajeon hacE 
the field bai^,^ a^se^nl^Ied, ^i^d he ordered the ov^rsoei: to' 
strike Um fpur hundi:^ lashes ; the deacon sitting in his' 
chair, under the.shade of a large tree. Th^s poor man's 
wife was compelled, with the oth^r ^yg^, to witness this 
scene, which to her was the most painful. His body was 
Hterallj cut and mangled to pieces. In this condition, 
after being washed with salt and watev, he was put in his 
cabin, no doctor to attend him. Through the mercy of 
God he recovered. The deacon sold him. He was^ 
absent seven years ^m his wife and child. ^Eis master 
returned to buy his wife, as he had been such a MthM 
servant. He wa^ not a Ohvistiaa ^ithe». When they 
eame to the deaoen's houae, afbev a ileng absence, he 
relied to fl^lI Im wi&, and added Ikit he would not 
gratify the fellow so v^^h iu» to ncU her |o fh&m tor 
him. Mr. B-^ mw ^^^z^* ?^t 4es^ "wopo^if to him^ 
tbe xxmt loyelyf |ie^ l^s vpi<^, ifojm^ npt ^ee^ng his 
faqe, f ipcogj^sefl it, islj^ fipipu^ly ifu^bfid by her maeter, 

reign ii^ that qf love. Tlie deacon ecMmmoaded ^r to 
loose her hold. Mr. Hr- bowed to the ground upon his 
knees, and iniplored high heaven in her behalf, her arms 
still aroimd his neck. Her master applied the lash until 
he succeeded in loosing her hold, ' and drove the 
degraded Slave with his master from his presence, 
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and as long as they were within hearing they heard the 
screams^ the moaning, implorii^ cries for mercy from 
that poor woman ; never, never did he see her any more. 
After this he ran away and came to Canada, a distance 
of twenty-five hundred miles to the Indian territory — 
from which he came to Canada. This man devoted 
himself to the elevation of his race in Canada for many 
years — he is gone to receive his blessed reward. I have 
beard him tell this story many times. Slavery is, as an 
English divine once said, ^* the sum of all villainies.'* 
True, this is an extreme case as to the courage, the intd- 
ligence, the ability of the man as regards the distance 
which he came ; under other circumstances, and in any 
other country than America, the land of his birth, he 
would be justly considered a hero. 

But as to the separation of husband and wife it is no 
^Lception, it is daily, yea more, an hourly occurrence, 
and in many cases by professing Christians. While I 
write, the various professing Christian denominations of 
the United States own seven hundred thousand Slaves, 
many of whom are members with themselves, and sold, 
in many cases, by the men that baptize them. I saw a 
girl sold by one of these Pharisaical Christians to obtain 
money for missionary purposes ; thus one poilion of the 
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Iminan family is sold into perpetual slavery to evangelize 
the other. 

'* You may pieture the boonds of the rook-girdled ocean, 
But the grief of these mothers can never be told." 

r 

The Abolitionists are charged with exaggerating 
slavery, because they preach a free Gospel, and because 
they avow what Ood teaches and declares to be right, 
viz., equal rights to all men ; because they declare that 
^slavery is ii sin not to be mitigated, but immediately and 
unconditionally abolished; because the Ohurches and 
Ministers who do not '^ lifjt up their voice like a trumpet 
and show Israel their transgressions, and Jacob their 
«iQs," are In dereliction of their duty, and thereby have 
failed to give practical demonstration of Evai^elical 
Christianity, and the true representatives of Christ. 
Slavery means to rob the poor of their wfiges, to rob 
men and women of their liberty (a Qod-givan right), to 
rob the husband of his wife, wife of husband, father of 
60A, mother of daughter, brother of sister, and has 
closed the door of knowledge against them, and de- 
prived them of the.rriigion of Christ. It includes licen- 
tiousness, concubinage, drunkenness, and in short every 
thing the human tongue is capable of uttering is found 
in the one word " Slavery" ; it is, therefore, impossible 
to exaggerate it. Injustice may be done to human masters 
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%* misfepresentations : but it is the men and not tEe* 
^stem^— to justify the system of Slavery is to justify alF 
Shave said above; the latter is the necessary result of 
the former. I hav« been repeatedly asked ^' Is not Uncle 
Tom's Cabin over-stated ? are the characters true ? Are 
there any such characters as Uncle Tom, Topsy, &c.?" 
As respects the former, my answer has been invariably 
in the negative : as to the latter^ in the affirmative. As 
respects the facts which lie at the foundation of that world- 
renowned bookjthe subject of Mrs. Stowe's brilliant stories^ 
written as^ it were with a diamond pen, as perhaps no 
other can. write, are strictly correct Seventeen years in 
the Slave States enables me fully: to understand what she 
•ays to be quite correct. The person who she, for conve- 
nience-sake,, denominates Eliza is a living character. I 
lived on the Ohio Biver over which she crossed, and 
have been to the spot more than once^ not however till 
after she became the subject of the story which Mrs, 
Stowe tells so well, perhaps in a manner that no one else 
can; she will be remembered by the coloured people for 
ages yet to come, both in the United States and Canada. 
After she passes from these mundane shores to a state 
of unsullied bliss ^* where the wicked cease from troubling 
and the weary are at rest," she will then live in their 
memories. Though the name8> of the characters in. 
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Vnde Tom are atisumed, their higb colouriiig is littf 
result of her vivid imagination ; their beautifol and most 
wonderful construction in forming a whole, thus embel' 
lishing the story in a manner peculiar to herself, are the 
rich productions of her refined and well-cultivated mind< 
But as facts, they are true. EHea, whose real name watf 
Mary, ran awaly from Kentucky, her child was truly sold^ 
but not delivered to the purchaser ; mothers alone feel 
the keenest pain when separated from their children i 
she passed many sleeptess- nights in her hnmhle cottage^ 
looking down on the face of her loved one as it inno' 
cently slept its hours away ; the tears chased each other' 
down her youthful cheeks ; now and then she gave H 
deep and heavy sigh ; to give ease to her aching heart a 
flood of tears would again burst forth ; as she thought of 
the parting hour, with increased vigour she pressed her" 
child to her heaving breast ^ she pressed its Mps to* tier 
own, saying, ^ Poor thing, mother*s dear lamb wilf soon 
be gone, what will mother do ? What will become of 
her little ckild^ Oh, I can*t live!*^ Sorrow again 
seized her trembling frame, she sunk beneath its para*' 
lytic stroke. Her mind was like a dungeon dark ; no* 
penetrating rays of light. To her the future was muob 
darker than the past. She was a helpless Slave, doomeil 
io misery and woe, for bo fault of her own, and witli^ 
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over though melting very rapidly. The water from the 
melted snow and iee on the mountains above was six 
fncbes deep on its surface — ^the ioe cracking both up 
0.nd down the river^ trembling on the rippling waves of 
Ijie fast descending waters like a leaf on the bongh of 
liome lofiy oak dancing in the breeze. On the i)ank of 
(hat river she was at a stand-still, asking God^ to help 
ber with her child, looking behind tor. the approach of 
bar pursuers. Beneath the breaking ice was a watery 
^rdve ; on the other side was a free hmd. She entered 
on the icy bridge with a beating heart and cautious steps. 
With the increasing weight of her body a large white 
(;rack» extending before her, threatening to let her 
tbrpugh into the water ; she leaped in an opposite direcf 
(ion, exclaiming '^ Lord, save me !*' A similar crack 
would meet her there. Again leaping from point to 
point, accompanying each .gigantic effort with a prayer, 
(she reached the current of the river, where the water runs 
(he fj^ste^t, the ice is thinnest, there buried in a solid 
pas3 for roods around, seeming to let her down into the 
Very pentre of the river ; here her efforts were divinely 
l^pvigprfited, th^ strong arm of Omnipotence was beneath 
bpr 5 she reached the shorp, one hand pressing her -child 
(O ])^Y bpgpm, thfi o^her clingfing to the steep bai^J^. l\ 
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lira^ ilrith her, liberty or death. Her purstieiis at ihlii 
moment arrived on the shore she had left; gazing 
upon the object pursued, more than astonished, pro- 
foundly confused at her success. The massive sheet o( 
ice broke loose from each bank, vrith the thunderings of 
a mighty cataract, one piece of ice crowding upon another 
went simultaneously down the rapids with accelerated 
velocity. Here is an obvious exhibition of the Previ- 
dence of God* The substance of this I received from 
her own lips. She was sheltered by J. R — , a well- 
known Abolitionist, and the foUovring night she came to 
my house ; with great delight and joy unspeakable 1 
took her in. That boy rested in my arms while going 
ten miles with her to another station. This is no 
fiction whatever. — You may think of the book in 
general, — " Uncle Tom" is true in this. The circum- 
stances of this young woman crossing the river at that 
time was published in the leading Anti-Slavery papers 
of the North, and no doubt but many Anti-Slavery 
people here, who read American Anti-Slavery news- 
papers, have read it ; the Bev. W. H. Bonner told me he 
read it. This was several years before ** Uncle Tom's 
Cabin'* was written by Mrs. Stowe. I have met with 
many of these men and women whom I have had the 
pleasure of aiding to that cotmtry of freedom. In the 
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town of Windsor, Canada, a gentleman came and spoke 
^ me as a friend. I knew him not. Said he, " Don't 
you know me ?'* '* I do not, sir," I replied. He then 
mentioned where I lived, and a few incidents which 
brought him to my remembrance. Being much pleased, 
I said, " This is Davis.'* He was dressed well, appeared 
quite respectable, and could look a man in the face in- ^ 
etead of looking on the ground. He said, if I needed 
money, he had a little, and I should have part of it. 
Here was a benevolent heart in the bosom of a coloured 
man, once a slave. 

It is the opinion of some few Slaveholders that reli-* 
gion is a more effectual means to extort labour from the 
Slave than the lash. Such allow their Slaves to be 
taught the precepts of religion, 'sufficient at least to pro-^ 
duce obedience. Such instruction is given orally, and 
no more than will effect the subjugation of the Slave to 
the will of the master without the use of a more severe 
punishment. This is true to no ordinary extent; at 
least, up to a certain point Dr. Brisbane, of South 
Carolina, a Slaveholder, testifies to the ecHrectness of 
this opinion. He says ^* Religion did more good to 
/effect obedience among his Slaves than a waggon-load of 
fvhips.*' To the honour and credit of this Christian 
minister b0 emancipated his SlaveSj moved norths ^pd 
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"Besides, religion adds to the value of the Slave. He 
generally sells better in market after the auctioneer has 
faithfully represented the prsuseworthy qualities of the 
Slave, which consist in his pfaysicd development^ his 
"trastworthiness, hifi obedience and willingness to work, 
&c. ; the purchasers liave ceased bidding, lie belongs to 
4he highest bidder, if none :goes heyond thinL The 
^auctioneer adds, ^^He is a pious Christian fdlow."* The 
bidding begins afresh. Why this bidding afresh? 
Evidently to purchase the Holy Ghost thus represented 
in the Slave. This is no uncommon thing. A Slave- 
holder of this class gave his Slave permission to go to 
tchurch. The minister preached from the following text, 
^' No man can serve two .masters ; he wiU either hate 
the one or love the other, or demise die one and cleave 
unto tiie other.^' The Slave was unable to solve these 
problems, fie returned home quite as ignorant as he 
went. Monday morning his master inquired if he went 
ito church? He answered in the affirmative. The 
master wished to know how he liked the preacher, 
and he answered '' Not at all.'* " Why .?" *' Because 
he told two falsehood." ** What were they ?" " He 
«aid, *No man could serve two masters;' I know I 
4Berve you and master John" (his old master and his 
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yonng master). '* What was the text >" *' H« said, I 
would ' eder loved de one and hate de oder, or I would 
despise de one and cleave unto de oder/ and de Lord^ 
knows I hate you boof.** This, however^ proves the 
capabilities of the Slave to reason. One' very cold 
winter s night, I was suddenly aronsed by a rapid knock 
at my door. My neighbour had eight Slaves with two 
horses and a wagon, which was the entire family. The 
Ohio river was frozen over. They brought the horses^ 
and wagon across on the ice, it being quite near to the 
river. It was impossible for them to travel with the 
horses and wagon. I concealed the fugatives* The 
next day the owner was on the look out in the town. 
They asked me if I knew where the Slaves were ^ I 
S3 id "I did, but was under no obligation to inform him.'' 
I told him where he could get his horses and wagon. 
He got them by paying the expenses of them ; the 
Slaves not. having the means of procuring thenu I 
had no right to them* As- to the moral right of such 
an act of the fugitives, I have only a word to say, — that 
he had got a great deal more from the Slaves than the 
horses and wagon were worth. If they had brought in 
their bill for every day they had worked for him with- 
out wages, and every day that they and their children, 
ought tahave been at. school; I dare say he would haver 
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been quite willing to have squared accounts with them 
by giving them the horses and wagon. They searched . 
in vain for their live stock ; though we dared not move 
with the fugitives until the excitement had somewhat 
abated there; and many others found their way to 
Canada without much trouble. It is with grief and much 
pain^ after all our carefulness, that we lose some of out 
fugitives ; the northern judges deliver them up to the 
claitbants and they reluctantly go back in bondage. In 
1853, in the state of Pennsylvania, twenty-six were deli- 
vered up to the claimants, as the report of the Anti- 
Slavery Society of that year shows. A slave, named 
Jerry, was rescued from prison in Syracuse, New York^ 
October 1851, and at the sitting of a United States 
court, at Buffalo, twenty or thirty persons were indicted 
for having participated in the rescue. Last year, a 
fugitive Slave was arrested in Oberlin, Ohio, by being 
decoyed out of town, then seized by the United States 
marshal, and he was immediately (m hi& way to slavery. 
The news spread like Mghtning, and the citbens lost no 
time in following these men-stealers, and at a distance 
of ten miles overtook them. The Slave was put in the 
house of a Democrat for safe keeping. The company in- 
formed the proprietor as well as the Slaveholder that they 
wanted the Slave^ and intended to have him, peaceably 



108 

tf they could, and forcibly if they must. Hoding they 
^ere iu earnest about it, the Slaveholder came out and 
told them if they would allow him to pass on without 
interruption, he would gi^e up the fugitive, to which 
they agreed, and he was delivered up to thera with 
triumphaat sheuta of joy. They, however, sent the 
young man to G«iada. These men were prosecuted 
binder the Fugitive Slave bill. Some were fined, others 
suffered their time in prison. . 

Justices of the Peace, Judges and Jurors, and other 
|)ublic authoaities, sanction the separation of husband 
and, wife in a Free State — Ministers of the Qospel sanc- 
tion it also by their silence ; their voices are heard against 
:Sabbath-breaking, popular Infidelity (and especially in 
charging the Abolitionists with it), against drunkenness, 
against the Mormonite system of poligamy, but not a 
word against Slavery, or separating husband and wife, 
if their people be coloured or are of N«gro descent. One 
even refused to pray for a Fugitive Slave who was in 
prison awaiting his trial ; prayer on his behalf was re- 
quested at a public pray^ meeting and was refused, 
although at the same time requests from other sources, 
^nd on different subjects, received attention. 

Escapes have been more numerous than ever during 
4he past year, they are augmenting continually. We 
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.•add ibe following to ahow what description of person* 
take their liberty : — " Twenty Dollars Beward — Baa 
;away from the Plantation of the undersigned, the Negro 
Man, Frederick f a Preacher, 5 ft. in. high, above forty 
years old, but not looking over twenty-eight, stamped 
M. B. on the breast, and having both small toes cut off ; 
he is of very dark complexion, with eyes small but bright, 
3Jid looks quite insolent, dresses well, and was arrested 
as a hm-away at Donaldsville some three years ago. 
The above reward will be paid for his arrest, by ad- 
.dressing Messrs. Armont, Brothers, St. James' Parish, 
Shillenberger .4 Co., 30, Torondelet Street, New Orleans, 
Picayune." 

It seems from the above that tJiis Preacher was not 
.:too pious to run away, and thus deprive his master of 
what he had no right, and that this was the second time 
he had committed treason against the Slave Laws and 
Southern Thedogy by running away. Although a 
Preacher yet he would be a much better one if free^ 
Such advertisements as this are cut out of Southern 
newspapers and put into some of the Northern papers, 
so that men who are sufficiently brutalised begin to hunt 
fcr the poor Fugitives. The Under-ground Bailroad is 
Joing good bji^siness as the following wiJJ evidently show 
>* Xesterdaj a Slave man from Kentucky swam the Ohio 
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Rfvef, opposite Fulton ; he reached the Ohio side nearly 
exhaafled with cold and fatigue ; as he lay resting on 
the shore he ohierved his pursuers on horseback, with 
rifl^y on the opposite bank^ They discnvered theit 
victim and crossed in a ferryboat at Pendleton^ but the 
sight of thes« human tigers revived the almost drowned 
man, and like a deer he scaled the precipitous hill at th« 
back of Fulton and disappeared. God speed the Fugi- 
tive — and I had liked to have said, ^ crush the blade 
hearts of his pursuers." This was from quite a respect- 
able clergyman who saw the Slave and his pursuers, but 
whose name I do not deem it prudent to give. 

Again, we have the following from the Aurora Ban* 
ner : — " Twenty-five Negroes ran away from their mas- 
ters in Boone County, Kentucky, on the 2nd instant, 
among those who lost their servants are two Ministers of 
the Gospel.*' The Banner says further, that " some 
weeks before thdr departure one of the Slaves procured 
and read to his comrades Uncle Tom's Cabin, and it is 
supposed that the beauties of Canadian freedom, as pic^ 
tured by Mrs. Stowe, were the means of inducing them 
to run away.'* The Under-ground Bailroad pays the 
Shareholders very well, but not as well as might be de- 
sired ; but business is flourishing to their satisfaction, as 
the following would indicate: — "The Under-ground 
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Bailroad would seem to be in excellent order ; a com« 
"pmj of 29 Slaves from Eentiucky reached here on Hon* 
djay evening last, and were safely conveyed to the Canada 
side the next morning ; they were all hale young men 
and women^ none of them over thirty-five years of age, 
for whose capture we hear liberal offers proclaimed. 
They travelled by wagons through Indiana (a Free State), 
a^d reached here in good condition. 

The Detroit Christian Herald says, " The Under-r 
ground Bailroad is pre-eminently qualified and well 
adapted to do busiuess for a long time, we hope as long 
as a Slave remains in his chains . to woep, '' Lord, Thou 
hast heard the desire of the humble, Thou wilt prepare 
their heart \ Thou wilt cause thine ear to hear, to judge 
the fatherless and the oppressed, that the men of the 
earth may no more oppress.'* God prepares ways and 
means for the escape of tl]u8 Slave to Canada. A Slave 
passing from New York State into Canada was put on 
board a ferry-boat at Blackrock, for Buffalo, by an Aboli- 
tionist ; ^t this juncture the piaster came up and saw his 
Slave on board, bounji for Canada ; the boat was just 
receding from the shpre ; be drew hip revolver, sayiug 
to the ferryman, " If you don't stop I will shoot you." 
The Abolitionist who put the Slave on board, and paid 
Jjjs wav over to Canada, drew his revolver, and pointing; 
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to the ferfyman, said, " If you do not proceed I will 
i»hoot you.*" The ferryman finding himself between two* 
fires said, ** I will die doing right** He went on, and 
in a few minutes the Slave wiab beyond the grasp of the' 
Tyrant. David very appropriately declares " God will 
judge the poor and needy, He shall save the children 
of the needy, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.'^ 
I would rather be in the condition of the Slave than the 
Slaveholder when God shall avenge himself on the evil- 
doer — and the Slaveholder is one. " He shall dehver* 
the needy when he erieth, the poor alise, and him that . 
has no helper. He shall redeem their soulb from deceit 
and violence, and precious shall their blood be in his^ 
sight." The Slave is poor and neejJy — God delivers him 
from the iron heel of inhuman oppression. His retri-- 
butive justice will not always be shown in silence, but 
will eventually wake as from an ominous dream, and 
break upon the head of the guilty Slaveholder, like the 
thunderings of a cataract or the roarings of the Niagara; 
Sometimes Slaves that are invalids take it into their heads* 
to escape. A woman who had a husband with only one- 
leg, managed with the assistance of some good friends to* 
have him removed to Canada ; her master flogged her 
every day during an entire week for the purpose of ex-- 

— — _ III ■ I _ - -■ ■ , ■ —^ — 

* Neither of them fired a shotr. 
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lorting from her a confession as to her husbands wEere^ 
abouts s too true was she to the higher dictates of human' 
nature to betray the trust imposed in her by him whom* 
she loved so dearly; she endured all like a faithful 
Christian, ever true both to her husband and to herQod. 
finally she was among the missing, but found herself in 
in Canada with her husband ; though she had him to* 
maintain, she was free, and in a country that recognised 
her freedom. If Slaves run away who have only one 
leg, we may expeet the escapes more numerous with 
those who have two legs. 

The Vigilance Committee at the western gateway, 
Detroit, assisted 1,200 in one year. A similar Com- 
mittee at Cleveland aided over a hundred per month ; 
at a place caHed Torry 400 passed, including the many 
unaided escapes. With the Under-ground Eailroad we 
may safely say that nearly two thousand reach Canada 
annually. 



I am indebted to Mrs. Lucie S. Day for the fol- 
lowing : — The mansion of Mr. Hayes was pleasantly 
situated on one of the bluflFs, which form a part of the 
bank of the Mississippi. On a certain evening, at that 
mansion, all the pride of that section was gathered. 
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Sounds of revelry and mirth echoed through the apart 
ment; bright forms flitted by the open windows ; and 
woman's low, musical laugh told of happy hearts within. 
Away from this crowdad scene, near the bank of the 
river, stood C9ara, the daughter of Mr. Hayes. But 
why is she not with the other daughter of his, the 
admired of all ? Her features, you see, are as perfect, 
her eyes as intelligent, her form as graceful, as that other 
sister's^ We soon leam-*— she is a Slave. That settles 
• all the mystpry. 

Another form approaches her — a tall youth ; and as 
be approaches, he whispers to her, " My sister !" She 
looked up with a smile, but soon an expression of anxiety 
passed over her face, for she saw a stain of blood upon 
his breast, and on his brow the traces of recent passion. 
His eye even Hien flashed with Are, 

" Charles, what is the matter ?" 

" Matter 1 Are we not Slaves — ^mere cyphers — who 
dare not call our lives, our souls our own ? Nothing be- 
longs to us but thought and feeling. I will yet escape, 
and tell my wrongs to those who will hear and sympa- 
fliise. Hush ! Do not tell me God is just. I never 
felt his justice. What I am, they have made me ; and if 
I sink down to deep despair, I sink under the pressure 
of their tyranny. All that I have learned, all that raises 
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ne above the bnite, I gained mjself, being mj own 
teacher. I knew they wished me not to read> yet to do 
what they wished not, was pleasure. Do not think me 
wild. I have been tempted almost beyond what I could 
bear. A little while ago, as I sat on yonder rock, gazing 
upon the bright stars, I wondered if they were worlds, 
inhabited like ours; and if so, were Slaves there? There 
eame many bitter thoughts. I spoke aloud ; when sud- 
denly I received a blow in the face, followed by these 
wotds : " Slave, let that teach you what to think !" I 
arose from the ground abnost blind with rage ; and there 
stood master Henry, grinning with pleasure. It was too 
much. ' I glanced at him, then at the steep bank ; some- 
thing within me whispered, and I obeyed. With all the 
strength of madness and revenge, I seized and held him 
over the water. Another instant, and he would have 
floated a mangled corpse on the dark waves of this river. 
But I looked down, and saw the reflection of the stars 
on the water, they looked like your bright eyes. I 
thought of you and spared him. But come to our little 
cottage ; we will collect a few things, and long ere the 
morning light we will be far hence." 

Clara threw her arms around her brother's neck, and 
bending her head low that he might not see the tears, 
said, '* I cannot go. Do not say I do not love you. 
Whom else have I to love ? Our mother is dead ; our 
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fiA<9)r l0 tirdrse than nond. I havd no one to love bttt 
yim. 1 dure not lender jaar ernSBfe donbtftil by going 
witJiyou." ♦ * * * 

Hie ihom was near its dawning, noEid siafl Clara knelt 
in prayer^ Her ttpHfted fkde was eov^^ with teai% ; 
ber accents fell not anbea»|l'on the eal* of Gtim wbo b^iih 
said by tbe monllk oif Ills A|>08tte, ** And if we know that 
He faeareih us, idiatsoever we ail^k we know thtft we hare 
tke peftitibn that we desired of fiim." Clara seized hold 
n|>on'iluit proinise, and she felt that her entreafy for her 
brotfaier*B Bafety wonld be answered. She ardSe from 
that long eommtinion with Ood, and with compamtive 
cfaeerflEilness went ftbont her dadlly task. When it was 
r^dried that Cbiffles was to be fonnd t,o where dh the 
plflcntationy and even wben the company of hvnters went 
forth with bloodhoonds, pistols, and tixe other accom- 
paniments which Slavery uses on such occasions, Clara's 
fjBBth remained uiisbaken. 

But let us look iorward and iMatCh the ffi^te 6f that 
brother. All ni^t he has been hiaklng Ms way thrbugb 
the tliick forest; now partings witli already lacerated 
bands, the vines that clustered in his pa;th; now crawl- 
idg through the deUse underwood ; — ^he made his way, 
until the bright sun peeped througb ihe overhanging 
leaves. Plunging furtber still into the forest be came to 
a brook, which he crossed and recrossed, and then threw 
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himself do^vm to re&t in the welcome shelter of a cane* 
brake. Here he lay still and unmolested until near 
noon, when he healed the bay of the leader of the bounds, 
which had separated fit>m the others, and reached the 
stream. In he dashed ; again he crossed ; and came on 
through the rustling cane. Charles's heart beat wildly 
— ^he shuddered ; but it was only for a moment. Draw- 
ing his knife, he waited in silence the coming of his 
savage foe. The luiimal approached, and, for a moment, 
shrank beiieath the acknowledged supremacy which 
flashes in the eye of man.' Charles seized that moment; 
and, catching the dog by the neck, buried the knife in 

his throat He gave a low bay and all was over. 
Charles had saved himself for a short time, but at a 

great .risk, for when his pursuers discovered the dog, 
they would be certain that the Fugitive was near. Just 
then, as he heard the baying of the dead hound's com- 
panions, there was a rustling near him in another direc- 
tion, and a greal animal of the wolf kind appeared, fall- 
ing upon the dead dog to devour him. Charles, 
^^ecrossing die brook as noiselesdy as possible, pressed 
on until he was compelled to rest from pure exhaustion. 

He remained until he was aware by the quiet around 
that his pursuers were gone. Thanking God in his 
heart for his preservation, he pursued his toilsome way 
cmtil he found a place of rest on the £tee shores of 
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Canadan-^-Biitisli Monarchy being freer tban Americau 
Republicanism. ***** 

Yes; indifferent as a majority of the American people 
are to the claims of humanity, honour, and justice ; and 
apostate as are a large portion of the politicians, minis- 
ters, and church members, to the principles of Kepub^ 
licanism aad Christianity, with reference to their treat- 
ment of Slaves and the coloured people ; it is to us a 
cause of profound gratitude to that Great Being who 
declares that " He is no respecter of persons." He has 
raised up a company of men and women to contend for 
truth and freedom aga^st the combined influence of 
false Democracy and impure Christianity ; and to wrestle 
against principalities^ against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wicked^ 
ness in high places. Thanks to God for all the success 
he has given to efforts begun and continued in his name, 
in accordance with his spirit, and in reliance upon his 
promises. It \a obvious to every intelligent and candid 
looker on, that the Anti-Slavery cause, in spite of th^ 
sneers of opponents, the denunciations of men in power, 
and the designs of the crafty, is steadily pursuing its 
march to a glorious consummation. Its progress may 
be retarded by diabolical cupidity, cruelty, and knavery 
of demons in human shape, who kidnap, enslave, of 
torture their unoffending and helpless fellow-jneii, m 



119 

foreign lands, on the high seas, during the cofflei' 
inarch hetween the States of the American Union, or on 
the cane-fields and cotton plantations ; by unprincipled 
politicians, who rise to power on pledges to befriend and 
enlarge the area of despotism ; or by the hireling press, 
prostituted pulpits, corrupted courts, and the multiform 
classes whose God is mammon, tt has been so retarded. 
But the seeming triumphs of these enemies of the 
human race is transient, " He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision/' 
Tnith is mighty, and will prevail. The rights of man 
will be regarded, oppression shall cease, both body and 
mind will be unshackled, " the expectation of the poor 
shall not perish.'* " The mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it." The Slaveholders may drive the free 
coloured people from their comfortable homes in the 
Slave states as exiles, as some are doing, in order to 
tighten the chains still firmer on the necks of the suifer- 
ing vassals ; but let these men remember we can plant 
ourselves at the very portals of Slavery, We can hover 
about the Oulf of Mexico, nearly all the isles of the 
Caribbean Sea bids them welcome ; while the broad and 
fertile valleys of British Guiana, under the sway of the 
emancipating Queen, invites them to their treasure and 
to nationality. With the Gulf of Mexico on the South 
and Canada on the North, the latter is already a recep- 
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He that late the burden bore, 
Felt the lash and pangs untold^ 

To be chatelized no more, 
Bartered, given, bought, or s<dd — 

Pass him on ! 

Pass him on ! Pass him on ! 
Every man who hath a son, 
Eveiy woman who hath borne 
Child, and hath a heart to mounir 
O'er the woes by others felt ; 
Every maiden who hath knelt 
Down in prayer for brother dear^ 
Or a loved one yet more near; 
Every youth who hath a friend 
With his thoughts and hopes to blend. 
And desireth aye to be 
Both in speech and aetion free ; 

Every one who hates the wrong 
And would vindicate the rights. 

Help the weak against the strong. 
And this brother in his flight. 

Pass him on ! 

Pass him on ! Pass him on \ 
Ye, whose sires the sword have drawn, 
And with blood your freedom bought; 
Ye by whom the truth is taught. 
That the God who dwells on high. 
Sees one human family, 
In the races of mankind, 
And would all togeUier bind 
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In one unity of love, 
Blissful as the life above ; 
Ye who speak and wield the pen, 
Eloquent for rights of men, 

And would proudly spurn the thought 

That if you had skins less fair. 
You might then be sold and bought, 
And the galling fetters wear. 

Pass him on! 

Pass him on ! Pass him on \ 
Though his foes be legion; 
Though the bloodhounds on his track 
Yelling, strive to bring him back. 
Though man-hunters from the South 
Threat you with the pistol's mouth, 
And the federative law 
Would your spirits overawe ; 
Heed them not; imprisonment f 
Take it, and be well content; 
Heed them not; endure the fine, 
Grow, through sticriiice divine ; 

Do as you'd be done unto. 
Careless of the consequence; 

Keep the higher law in view 
Heed not ruffian violence. 

Pass him on ! 

Pass him on ! Pass him on ! 
Let him lie your couch upon ; 
Give him raiment, give him food. 
Give him kindly words and good ; 
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Watch and guard his hours of rest 
Hide him &om the searcher's quest. 
Through the city wrapped in sl^ep, 
O'er the river hroad and deep ; 
By the farmstead, through the vale 
Lighted hy the moenbeams pale; 
O'er the prarie wild and wide. 
Where the red men etOl jthkb; 
Huntars tibose, but not of slav^ 
Far more merciful than they; 
Stonns and tempests, winds and waves. 
Nought, the fugitive must stay. 

Pa^s him on ! 

Pass him on! Pass him o»! 
Crime hath he committed none ; 
Would you have him groyeUing He 
In the bonds of Slavery/? 
Nobler for to rend m twain 
And throw off the yoke and chain ; 
Nobler tl^oug^ darkness grim, 
Dangers thick besetting him, 
Freedom thus to seek in flight, 
'Scaping from the gl^pm of night 
Unto freedom's glorious mom: 
From the darkness to the dawn 
Leapeth he o'er chasms wide; 

Help him all who help him can, 
God the north star for bis goid^ 
Givetb; every fellow m»i^— 

Pass hm on ! 
Rochester, England, 1854. H, G. Adams. 



CONDITION OF THE FUGITIVE SLAVES IN 

CANADA. 



CHAPTER IL 



As misrepresentatioDLS, in soijae instances, have pre- 
vailed respecting the tme condition of the Coloured 
Population of Canada, I have been induced to make the 
following statements, which are derived from personal 
knowledge. If these proi^iscuous suggestions wiU in 
any way gratify the friends of the Slave, and serve th^ 
cause of freedom, — ^strengthen the hearts and hands of 
British christians in the glorious work of amancipation, 
my highest expectations will be folly rea,lised, and my 
soul will rejoice in the Lord. 

Perhaps you, who have been cradled in a land of liber- 
ty, cannot altogether enter into the feelings of those who 
breathe the air of freedom for the first time. The Slaves, 
upon their arrival in Canada, gaze with delight upon 
a land of freedom. Would, you believe it, tears ofren 
flow to their eyes, — ^they lift their voices and weep 



126 

aloud. It is a glorious thing to gaze for the first time 
upon a land, where a poor Slave, flying from a so-called 
land of liberty, would in a moment find his fetters 
broken, his shackles loosed, and whatever he was in the 
land of Washington, beneath the shadow of Bunker's 
Hill, or even Plymouth Rock, here he becomes a man 
and a brother. But even here, it is too true, they find they 
have only changed the yoke of oppression for the galling 
fetters of a vitiated public opinion. True, they come to 
Canada exceedingly ignorant, but who can wonder at it, 
bom as they are to an inheritance of misery, nurtured 
in degradation, and cradled in oppression. With the 
scorn of the white man upon their souls. His fetters 
upon their limbs. His scourge upon their flesh. What 
can be expected from their offspring but a mournful re- 
action of that cursed system which spreads its banefiil 
influence over both body and soul. Which dwarfs the 
intellect, stunts its developement, and debases the soul. 

If you look upon your map, you will obviously see 
how Canada is divided from the United States : in some 
parts only by a narrow boundary. Some of the States 
just over the boundary are free States, yet if a fugitive 
Slave be found there, he is taken back to his former 
owner, and his bondage made still harder. 

But let them' be once within the Canada boundary, 
they are free, — ^they are safe, — ^for they are then under 
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the protection of our gracious Queen. The population . 
of Upper Canada is nearly 1,000,000. The most densely 
populated portion is from the extreme south-west, in a 
straight line along the Great Western Railway as low . 
dpwn as Toronto, on Lake Ontario, a distance of 260 
miles. This emhraces a large scope of country, from the 
south-west of Lake Erie, along Lake Huron west, as far 
north as Lake Simcoe* This is considered, not without 
good reason, the hest farming region of Upper Cannda. 
Of this population 60,000 are coloured people, who are 
almost entirely in Upper Canada, hecause of its close 
connection with the States, ].5,000of whom are supposed 
to he free horn, and at vaious times to have removed 
jfrom the free States of America into Canada, to enjoy 
equal rights and privileges with the white citizens, which 
they could not do in any portion of the United States. 
Making due allowances for the Canadian coloured people 
we still have a population of 46,000 Fugitive Slaves from 
the United States, and this number is augmented yearly 
at the rate of 1200, These are as it were only a drop 
taken from the ocean of 4,000,000 now in that Republic 
which boasts so much of its freedom,— liberty for the 
white man and slavery for the black man. " Liberty for 
the Slaveocrats and a strong hemp-rope for the eloquent 
throat of an English Spurgeon," should he be found in 
(;^t land of blood, preaching the Gospel to every crea» 
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tore. The coloured people are mostly located in towns, 
villages, and townships, in t!he region above described. 

There seems to prevail among them a dis^sition to 
settle in villages and towns, especiaUj lihose who have 
been porters in stores, warehouses, or i^iteris in private 
families; their dbject evidently being to obtain situations 
in their former occupations : &iling, as many do, (which 
i» not to be re^tted), itej do, in tihe latter case, what 
they should have don^ in the former, engs^e in agricul- 
ture. However, experience soon teaches them that they 
td^ in the wrdng place, consequently a larger porportion 
settles in i^cultural districts than formerly. I may 
gay, the majority are thus engaged, perhaps not in every 
case from choice but the force of circumstances, in either 
case, however, our object is accomplished* I am de- 
cidedly of opinion that in Canada, as in all countries, 
being settled with emigrants, agriculture is the occupa- 
tibn. Therefore we perpetually ui^e upon them the 
importance of thus becoming their own proprietors. — 
There seems to exist a i)eculiar fondness for eiach Other, 
which is charcteristic of the coloured race ; this influ- 
ences them to settle together, thus forming large 
colonies or settlements as they are called. Land is pur- 
chased from Government, by individuals and companies, 
at one dollar and a quarter per acre. They divide it into 
flections, half sections, quarter sections, and even eights 
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c^ sections, as eonyezdence may require. These specula- 
tors sell this land at two dollars and two dollars and a 
half per acre, giving the purchasers the advantage of 
ten years to complete the payment. 

Any m«in with a little industry and economy can 
gecure himself a home, as many do, or Government will 
grant 50 acres as a homestead, on certain portions, and 
in certain places, to any one who will settle thereupon, 
giving a simple fee deed to the settlers, when their cahins 
ar^ erected on the spot selected. But this land is in th« 
interior districts, a great distance from market, not even 
roads along which to convey their produce to market 
To settle in such districts re<|Uires some capital to com- 
m^ce with, whi^h the poor have not; and those who are 
so fortunate, find it to their decided advantage to settle 
as near a good market as possible. 

The consequence is, the coloured people, with the 
whites of equal condition, buy laud of the speculators, 
and remain within reac^ of maricets, t^e prosperity of 
which, in a very great measure, depends upon theit own 
ikdustry. It may be said, to the credit x>{ many of our 
Coloured brethern, they have bought land by paying a 
few pounds in advance, and many of their farms are in a 
good state of cultivation; and, in some instances, supe- 
rior to many of their white neighbours. 

In the county of Kent, many are engaged in agricul- 
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tare, residing upon and cultivating their own farms. 
One farm near Chatham, of which place we shall speak 
hereafter, owned and caldvated by a coloured man, re- 
cently deceased, is regarded, evenby those not so favour- 
ably disposed to the Negro race, to be the model farm of 
the coI^munity. It is now cultivated by his &mily, and 
still retains its former character. 

It is a generally admitted fact in Oanada, that the 
coloured people are much better farmers than the Irijsh, 
or even Canadian French. The better portion live in 
two-story frame houses, painted white on the outside; 
now and then there is a respectable bam on the pre- 
mises, around which are fowls, hogs, horses, cows, aud 
occasionally sheep, — but less attention is paid to the 
latter than to any other kind of stock. The majority 
live in log houses, generally one room in which you. 
sometimes see a looking-glass, one or two bedsteads, a 
bureau, &g. Generally a garden is connected with the 
house, in which are vegetables growing luxuriantly; here 
the mistress occupies herself from two o'clock in the 
afternoon till five in the evening, and perhaps later. I 
am decidedly of opinion, that no people could do better 
under similar circumstances, than the Fugitive Slaves, 
and the coloured population, are now doing in Canada. 
I often think many of the friends of the Negro race, 
expect too much in too short a time, from the emanci- 
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pated. The growth of a nation is slow, especially 
when degraded as the African race is. The nefarious 
system of Slavery has entailed upon them almost incon- 
ceivable evils, which requires generations to eradicate, 

while they are only in the first generation. 

Oh I speed the moment on 

When -wrong shall cease, — and liberty 

And love, and fjuth, and right, 

Throughout the earth, be known, 

As in their home above. 

Whittebr. 

As the foregoing remarks are of a general character, 
we will now enter more minutely into particulars, which 
in all probability will be more satisfactory to the reader. 
Toronto, as we said before, is situated on Lake Ontario ; 
it is a flourishing town, admirably adapted for a commer- 
cial city. The census returns of 1850, gave a population 
of 50,000, it now is supposed to be about 80,000, of 
which 1600 are coloured, Or of the African race ; of 
the latter number 1000 are Fugitive Slaves. The colour- 
ed population are engaged in various avocations, some 
blacksmiths, bricklayers, carpenters, six grocers, one 
physician, also shoemakers, painters, &o. One broom 
manufactory, and a large coal and wood yard, kept by a 
coloured gentleman^ 

A considerable number, who emigrated to Canada at 
an early day, are in comfortable circumstances. Mr. A. 
who came from Mobile, Alabama, 18 or 20 ye'ai^s ago, 
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has, by his industry and economy, a<)enmnlated 100,000 
dollars in property. He has now retired from business 
and his three sons are studying for the medical profes- 
sion. I am exceedingly happy to add, that few men are 
more respected than he, not because of his wealth only, 
but for his piety also. Mr. M. owns two lines of omni- 
buses, and horses and carriages. Dr. T., mentioned 
above, has quite a respectable drug store, in one of the 
principal streets, which no gentleman of his profession 
would feel disgraced to enter. An ice merchant, who 
furnishes hotels, public houses, and private families, 
during summer wiih ice, has a farm under good cultiva- 
tion. His son-in-law has on the same farm, a two-stoiy frame 
house, furnished as well inside as it is finished outside. 
The winters are long and intensely cold in Canada, 
during which but little out door work can be done, which 
causes a deal of suffering among the poor; to remedy 
this, to some extent, soup houses are established, from 
which they can obtain coal, wood, bread, and soup. In 
the winter of 1858, only one coloured family made appli- 
cation for assistance. However, we must take this fact 
into consideration, that the necessities of this class are, 
to some extent^ supplied by a few benevolent friends, 
who interest themselves in their behalf, but not suffi- 
ciently to prevent numbers of them from applying for 
assistance from the Town Fund. Many too would rather. 
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and abs<datelj do suffer muchy before they will mak^ 
known their condition, or Bspj^j for aid to thek white 
friends. Even, considering all' these things, it is to be 
supposed, in a population of 1600, maay and frequent 
would be the ap|>lications. But the true cause is fovnd 
in the fact, that there is a great disposition in the better 
classes to assist their less fortunate brethren, and that 
they are very industrious. 

Hamilton, at the head of Lake Ontario, around which 
the railway trains pass to the Niagara ^alls, New York, 
and the Eastern States, has a population of 24,000, 
600 of whom aire coloured people. Among tbem are 
blacksmiths, carpenters, plasterers, and one wheelwriglU. 
Many of them own property, but how much or to wliat 
extent, I cannot «ay. Mr. M.. a mulatto, who still drives 
his own hack, is worth 15,000 dollars. He came to 
Hamilton 17 years ago, and acted as porter ix^ a store 
IS years, he then bought a hack, and he has now two 
carris^es and four hojses. He takes three newspapers, 
one weekly and two daily. On the 14th of January, 
1859, he said to me, " I shall have to emigrate to the 
West Indies to educate my children, for, the other day, 
my two daughters were refiised admission into the 
Female Academy, because they are coloured." This may 
startle some, but it is nevertheless a lamentable fact; 
prejudice so prevails against the coloured race, even in 
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Canada, In communities mainly consisting of English- 
men and Scotchmen, it does not prevail to the same 
extent, therefore the more emigration we have of these 
classes, the better for the coloured people. I am per- 
suaded, if these were in majority in Canada no prejudice 
would exist. May God hasten the period when the 
glorious text shall be fully realized, " He is no respecter 
of persons ; but every one, in every nation, that feareth 
God and worketh righteousness, is accepted of Him. " 
As to their general morality the following will suffice : — 
In 1858, there were 1982 arrests and summonses to 
appear before the Court,-— of these 81 were coloured. 
Putting down the population in round numbers at 
24,000, the proportion of arrests would be about one iu 
l%i, estimating the coloured population for convenience 
of calculation at 550, would be a fraction over one in 
seven. The fact of their being almost exclusively emi* 
grants, the proportion of adults among the coloured 
people is greater than the population at large, some 
deduction must therefore be made from their proper* 
tionate criminality. Beggary and pauperism are almost 
unknown among them. Not a coloured person in this 
place is supported by the Township. They feel their 
position, and know that they are on their trial, and th^t 
they have a character to establish and maintain. 

St. Catherine's, perhaps about 39 miles from HajwJ* 
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ton, is a straggling town of about 2500 inhabitants, 300 or 
S50 will include the entire coloured population. I am not so 
favourably impressed with the prosperity of the coloured 
people here. Their morals, I am sorry to say, are much 
^ lower than in most towns and settlements, more drunk' 
enness than we usually see* There are among them a 
few good Christians,— ^pious, devoted persons ; but a kind 
of goodness without intelligence. One man owns two 
hacks and four horses* It seems the community has 
been left without competent teachers to instruct the 
people ; the consequence is, they have not done as 
well as we could desire, I may add, that several of them 
own property, and are in comfortable circumstances ; but, 
upon the whole, they are far behind the mass of their 
brethren. 

London is a town still Airthcr west, on the Great 
Western Eailway, it has a population of 12,000, of ytihich 
500 are coloured people. What I have said of them in 
Toronto and Hamilton, will apply to their brethren here. 
They are rapidly advancing in this place in general re- 
finement and respectability, nearly aU seem engaged in 
some sort of useful employment. This is the Missionary 
field of the Colonial Church and School Society. They 

« 

have done and are still doing a great deal to promote 

the interest and elevation of this people. I am confident 

1. 

God has blest the various agencies, and means employed 
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hj them in this glorious work, and I hope He will con* 
tinue to do so. I only regret they are not sufficiently 
catholic In London the coloured children goto school 
with the whites, the latter feel themselves not disgraced 
by the association. For the want of such Christian-like 
union, many of the coloured children are growing up in 
ignorance, even in a land of freedom, and so it will be 
until they are able to 'establish and sustain their own 
institutions, as I hope by the grace of God ere long they 
will. The elevation of a people depends more upon 
themselves than upon their neighbours. I have long 
been convinced the sentiment of the emiment poet ia 
quite true : 

They that would be free. 
Themselves must strike the blow. 

COWKEB. 

These people are perfectly willing, and manifest a 
disposition to receive instruction, as the following extract 
will demonstrate. I quote from the Report of the Church 
School Society for 1869, page 27. 

" The Tracts are still valued by the poor Fugitives 
who can read. They are sometimes returned to be ex- 
changed with such expressions as the following. ' That's 
a nice book, it is so sweet and comforting.' ' I thought 
the last my daughter read to me was the best I ever 
heard in my life,' said a poor Fugitive the other day. 
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A mother said, ' that tract you lent me was so good, and 
80 beautifal, that I lent it to a friend of mine, and that 
friend lent it to another friend, and so it has gone 
through twenty people'3 hands, and it has not come 
home yet/ " .1 shall give my testimony in a subsequent 

1 

page. 

In conversation with the heads of the police in the 
town of London, they sajld that petty crimes were more ' 
frequent among the people of colour than any other class, 
except the Irish, who were much worse. However this 
was a mere opinion, as in the statistical statements of 
the Police department, the offences committed by the 
coloured people were not separately recorded, as in 
some other towns. They further said, beggary and 
pauperism were unknown among them. I thought this 
quite a free and open concession, and spoke well for 
them, which I found to be quite true when visiting their 
families. Mr. J. is a Fugitive Slave, from North Carolina, 
(my native State). He settled in the town of London 23 
years ago, he became a merchant, but now is a dealer in 
medicine. He has a good drug store, and is possessed 
of considerable property. 

Chatham is a town situated at the head of navi- 
gation on the river Thames, unlike Toronto, Hamilton, 
or even London. It has but few fine buildings, and its 
appearance at first sight would not veiy favourably im- 
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press a stranger as to its wealth ; nevertheless, there is 
more business done here than would seem from first 
entering the town. There are three saw-mills, two 
shingle-mills, two potash factories, three cabinet ware- 
houses, four fiour-mills, several iron foundries, three brew- 
eries, &c. It is a port of entry, and exports a large 
amount of lumber. This busy town contains a population 
of 6000, — 2000 are coloured people, who seem to add 
their quota to its industry. One gun-smith, four cabinet 
makers, working on their own account and employing 
others, six master carpenters, and a number of plasterers. 
Three printers, two watch makers, two ship carpenters, 
two millers, four blacksmiths, one upholsterer, one sadler, 
six master shoemakers, and last of all the trades, a cigar 
maker. 

Chatham is the head quarters of the Negro race in 
Canada. It has acquired considerable notoriety, even 
in the United States, because of the great number that 
settled there. The better class live in such houses as 
before described, — (two story frames, painted white out- 
side), — numbers of their unfortunate brethren live in log 
houses, with gardens around them, well stocked with 
vegetables. They have here two day-schools, though not 
very well provided for ; one has 80 pupils, the other 30. 
They seem to be under good training and instruction. — 
They probably have the largest, if not the host conduct- 
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ed Sunday School in Canada among the coloured peoi^ie. 
I had the pleasure of addressing 800 children in this 
school, which is considered a large numher to he in attend- 
ance. It is certainly conducted in such a manner as to 
perpetuate a livelj^ interest among the scholars, which is 
an essential element to the prosperity of any school. The 
other school is well conducted hut not so large. The 
reciting of passages hy the pupils from hoth the Old ana 
New Testament Scriptures, was a sufl&cient evidence of 
their aptitude for learning ; as the Negro race has ever 
evinced when surrounded hy favorahle circumstances. 

There are two chapels in Chatham, Methodist and 
Baptist, the former has quite an intelligent coloured 
Minister. The latter has no regular Pastor, (I have oc- 
casionally preached for them). The Press is conducted 
by a coloured gentleman, well adapted to the business, 
the continuance of which up to the present time, is 
owing to his industry and economy; though it is not at 
present in a very encouraging condition, but that is no 
fault of his. Newspapers usually depend on voluntary 
subscription for support, it is therefore a very difficult 
matter to keep one in existence among an uneducated 
people, as this class is in Canada, when its support 
entirely or in part is to be derived from them. Parents 
do not see the necessity of taking papers for the benefit 
of their children, who can and are learning to read; in 
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the majority of cases, if they did, they would not have 
the means to pay for one. However, I maytmly say, 
in some respects, and with the best of feeling for my 
brethren, ** they have eyes to see and see not ; and ears 
to hear and hear not'* We need more schools and 
qualified teachers in Canada. And as the people advance 
in intelligence we must have more newspapers and 
editors. The schools are very irregularly attended, just 
as they attend to every thing else, in the most erratic 
manner imaginable. However, knowing as we do, the 
cause of it, we bear with greater fortitude their imper- 
fections. Our hope for better things is from the rising 
generation, now entering on the great theatre of human 
existence, whose minds are still to be developed, and 
their characters to be moulded ; and unless we are pre- 
pared with efficient facilities to meet these emergencies, 
they will still be intellectually infants. We believe the 
period will arrive, ere long, when they will be enlighten- 
ed, virtuous, moral and intelligent ; or^ in other words, 
possess those qualities in a higher degree than they now 
do, and lavish their blessings among the various king- 
doms of the earth as freely as they have lavished on 
them their chains and ignomy. Education, combined with 
Ghristiaii civilization will enlighten, refine, and elevate 
the down-trodden sons and daughters of Ham. 

The hearty loyalty of the coloured population in 
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Canada is attested by all that come in contact with them. 
They love Hie country that protects them in the free and 
nntramelled exercise of their natural and inalienable 
rights. The following anthem is the production of a man 
who was a slave d3 years, now living in Chatham, Canada 
West 

AIB,— Hon Aoini. 

Bless the QneenI England's Queen; 

Heaven protect and save I 
Oh, may the space be wide, between 

Her oi«dle and the gravel 
Ever may her land remain 

Asylum of the free ; 
A spell to break each galling chain 

Of human ilavezy. 

Cbobus, — ^Bless the Queen, &o. 

Beneath her sway, equal rights 

Extend to lioh and poor; 
From halls of Dukes and gallant Knights, 

To the humble peasantfs door. 
Henee ever fix)m th^ pisaaaat^s cot» 

And domes of wealth and sheen, 
One prayer ascends of word and thought, 

God save, 6od save the Queen. 

O'er her may angels spread 

Their all-protectang wing; 
Oh, loay they shlial4 her heart and haad. 

From each delusive thing. 
Shield her from the gloom and oare 

By m^ortal eye unseen, 
That she may livo— long live— to wear 

The crown, — God save the Queen. 
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"When her long and peaceful reign 

Shall here have heen complete, 
And she for hrighter realms would fkin, 

Leave this terrestrial seat ; 
May her deathless spirit soar 

To that blest world of light, 
Where ills and cares distarb no more, 

And there's nor day nor night. 

J. M.^Bell, Chatham, 
c. w. 

Fifty-four miles further West, on the Detroit river, 
which connects Lake Erie and Lake St. Glair, is situated 
the town of Windsor, which has a population of 2500. 
Few towns perhaps in Canada are older than this ; it is 
the place where the larger portion of the Fugitive Slaves 
first arrive on British soil, hecause of its close connec- 
tion with the States. This portion of Canada is divided 
by the river Detroit from the State of Michigan ; across 
the river, at this point, unknown numbers of Slaves have 
past into a land of rest, where the Slaveholders cease to 
trouble them, and the baying of the Negro hounds are 
no more heard on the track of the flying Fugitive. From 
700 to 800 is the number of coloured people in this 
town; among them, as in other towns, are carpenters, 
shoemakers, bricklayers, grocers, &c. ; most of them are 
doing well, and quite a number have comfortable homes 
for their families, but they are not extensive property- 
holders, as in some of the places mentioned before. — 
Mr. 0. has a large provision store, and does extensive 
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business, much more than any other coloured gentleman 
in the town; he is therefore very much respected by 
them. He lives in a neat well-furnished brick house. 
Rev. W. Troy, my colleague and fellow labourer among 
this class, owns property in this town, also a farm in the 
country. Here is mainly his field of labour, where he is 
now erecting a chapel with a school for their benefit. 
The Lord has abundantly blessed his humble efforts in 
bringing many to a knowledge of the Truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus. He is the leading man among them. — 
Mr. B. has been employed at the railway station for four 
or five years. He has not been absent a single day, 
unless prevented by sickness. By his steady habits and 
faithfulness to labour, he has won for himself a Jiigh 
respectability. Mr. Lewis Clark, who was her Majesty's 
Mail Carrier from Windsor, across the river to Detroit, in 
the State of Michigan, is a Fugitive Slave, ftomthe State 
of Kentucky, but to the disappointment of his employers 
in the Post Office, he was necessitated to give up that 
useful and respectable occupation. His former master 
having been informed of his locality and avocation, not^ 
withstanding it had been several years since he left 
Kentucky, pursued him to the very borders of Canada, 
watching his return with the Mail in the city of Detroit, 
on the States side, anxious to lay violent hands on the 
poor man, to bind him in chains^ and take him into 
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Slaveiy agaiji. Fortunately some Mends informed him. 
that his late master was waiting on the other side for his 
return. 0, what a blessing to him and his poor wife, 
that he received this timely information. Of course 
every precaution was taken to ascertain the facts of the 
case, but every advancing step only served to confirm the 
truth of the statement, until it was found absolutely dan- 
gerous for him to continue in his employment. The 
Slaveholder dare not cross over the boundary line to 

claim a fellow man as his property in Canada. 
'* Slaves cannot breathe in England: 
If their longs reoeive our air. 
That moment they are free." 

Mr. Clark, by his industry and economy, has accu- 
mulated considerate property. He has also money in 
the bank of Upper Canada. He is distinguished for his 
piety and benevolence, but few men in his position con- 
tribute more for the spread of the Gk)spel among his 
people, which at once achieves for him the universal 
respect of his brethren. Mr. Clark was- fortunate e&ough 
to escape with his wife,—- children they have ncme. She 
is a woman of very superior mind, quite different from 
the generality of Slaves. Her condition was one of the 
exceptions. She was a Domestic Servant, quite a favourite 
in the family, consequently permitted many privileges, 
among them was the privilege of learning to read. She 
was intrusted with every thing in the house, newspapers 
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and books not excepted; to the reading of these she 
devoted much of her time, which now proves a greater 
blessing to her than it possibly could have done in a con- 
dition of Slavery; by means of this knowledge she gained 
her fireedom. Her master, in conversation with the Rev. 
W. Troy, mentioned above, said, '' He often told his wife 
that permitting Anna to read Uncle Tom's Cabin, (which 
he as a humane man had purchased for his own fbmily 
circle), she would be induced after awhile to run away.'' 
Now, said he, " if she had never read Uncle Tom's Cabin, 
I should have had her and Lewis to-day as my Slaves." 
Thank Qod for Uncle Tom's Cabin. These are not the 
only persons it has been instrumental in redeeming from 
the galling yoke of Slavery. Her Christian qualities, no 
doubty won for her good usage, and many kind words 
from the family to which she belonged. Many persons 
would therefore think she had little cause for escaping, 
which I admit; but the &ct of her being a Slave, is a 
sufficient justification. I have often heard her say, she 
was treated as well as a Slave no doubt could be treated. 
She was especially attached to the family, but when the 
thought would occur to her mind. What right had she 
and her husband to be Slaves to another, for no crime 
whatever, save the colour of their skin, in which they had 
no choice> this was sufficient to make her unhappy all 
her life long. My Bible tells me, ** God is no respecter 
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of persons;" why then should I be a Slave to another? 
I can read as well as my mistress, I can reason as logically, 
I can think as clearly; why should I not think, reason, 
and act for myself. A knowledge of my condition makes 
me nnhappy, independent of my good usage from humane 
owners. It is slavery I hate and not my owners. On 
hearing these noble sentiments fall from the lips of a 
person, once a slave, and in a manner most insinuating, 
with all the dignity of the most refined and cultivated 
person, and with an indignation expressive of the deepest 
abhorrence for the nefarious system of unmittigated, in- 
human, chattelism. I surely felt I was in the presence of 
a superior being. 

Persons without trades, in this town as in others, find 
sufficient employment, at white-washing houses, fences, 
cutting and splitting wood, working in gardens, digging 
wells, kCy for all such labour they get from four or five 
shillings per day. They also get a fair portion of the 
public works. When the Grand Trunk Bailway was 
being constructed, about 1500 hands were employed, 500 ^ 
of whom were coloured men. I consider this quite a fair 
proportion. About ten miles from Windsor there is a 
settlement of 5000, which extends over a large portion of 
Essex County, of this settlement some places are 
more densely inhabited than others. It is called the 
Fugitive's Home. Several years ago, a very enterprising 
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large quantity of land from the Government, divided it 
into small lots, from one to 20 acres, and sold it to his 
brethren as they arrived from the States, giving them 
from 5 to 10 years to complete their payments. This 
induced many to settle here, by purchasing in this small 
way. Any one could buy less t^ban an acre, but not more 
than 20 acres. Emigrants settled here in such numbers, 
principally Fugitives, that it is called the Fugitives' Home 
Perhaps the larger portion of this land is still uncultivated, 
while a great deal is in a high state of cidtivation, and 
many of the people are doing well. This plan answered 
the purpose very well, at that time, and no doubt it was 
the best that could be adopted under the circumstances ; 
but since the Land Monopolists in Canada have become 
more ntmierous, consequently more opposition in this kind 
of speculation. The same class can purchase from these 
monopolists from the eighth of a section to any indefinite 
numbers of acres, with the same period to make payments. 
Thus they become much larger proprietors, and have suffi- 
cient quantity of land to augment trade by raising live 
stock, such as Hogs, Cows, Horses, Sheep ; or the cidti- 
vation of Qrain, Beans, Peas, Indian Com, Wheat, and 
Hay, all of which are saleable, and when turned into 
cash enables them to pay for their land. ^ Many in the> 
Fugitive Home with mere garden spots, have either rented 
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it of'tbeit ndghbours or left it to go to ^eok, axid' bafre 
bought leased, or rented much laiPger taarms elsewhere, 
which I think Upon the whole is infinitely better than the 
fromer. While the course pursued by this Fugitive in tiie 
former ease is not to be lost sight of. It shows a spirit of 
enterprise and a disposition to Trad!e,a Philanthropio feeling 
for the elevation of his degraded brethren, which be AiUy 
carried out in his own conduct during his life. He was 
the leader of his race in that portion of Canada. In the 
Fugitive Home are two schools built of hewed logs, 
perhaps there is school three months in the year, but 
oftener none at all, sometimes for the want of teachers, at 
other times for want of money to pay teachers. 

Goverment pays only one half of the teachers saltty, 
the other portion the parents in the districts are responsiUe 
for. The Teachers must collect themselves. The fbct is, 
they seldom have school. The school-houses are used for 
wori»iiip on Sundays, when th^ can get preachers, but 
few preachers like to go into the back woods, if they did 
they do not Uke to go through snow, very often half-leg 
deep, or knee deep. Therefore, they have but few 
idermons during Winter. Upon the whole there is a great 
amount of spiritual bareness, and intellectual ignorance. 
As for industry, I find no &ult, in general. Intelli- 
gence does not by any means keep pace with the in- 
dustrial habits of the coloured people of Canada. That is 
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th^y are t6 intelligehce. 

Sund^rwifeh, a few miles from Windsor, has two thou- 
sand inhabitants ; i^ur hundred perhaps, coloured, they 
are mostly engaged in agricidtiu'e. though living in town ; 
some own larms, others work by the-day in lumbei' 
yards sawing wood, dth^rs dovote their time to gardening, 
Y^hioh pays very weU^ and some few are grocers, 'fhey 
have a chapel but no school hoUse, more for the want of 
teachers than otherwise. In the counties of Kent and 
Essex, which don&in more coloured people than any 
other counties in Canada, they are prevented, by a legal 
enactment of tiie Pxbvincial Parliament, from educating 
their ohildrein ynih the whit^ They must, therefore^ 
^ttild their own sdiool-houses, select their own teaidher8« 
pay half the salary of those teachers, and the Qavemment 
the other half. The elevation of tbe Negroes vader riuch 
saabtlilies can be bat slow even in CaiuMbk 

Atnherstburi^, sotnetimes called Maiden, is situaitied 
on the banks 6i the Detroit rxvel^, ^0 miles flrom Uie city 
ef Detroit, about which I have previously spoken. This 
lown has a population of about 3000, probably 800 of 
v^umi are coloured people^ This place with others ia 
this portion of Canada, is not so prosperous as some 
oilier portions, a great many of the French are settled 
heJ^; in Lower Canada the French are very intelligent 
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and refined, but here tbey are very uncultiTated, thej 
are quite a dififerent class altogether. The coloured 
people are principally engaged in agriculture throughout 
this region of country, Ihe western portion of Upper 
Canada. Colchester, New Canaan, Sandwich, and many 
other places where the <^loured people have settled, seem 
to be developing the resoorces of the country* 

I might merely allude to the Dresden Settlement, 
13 miles from Chatham^ this place is quite prosperous, 
welk;ultivated farms, &c. ; Chatham is their nearest and 
best market In this settlement, my brother Missionary 
has just finished a small ehapel, which has been in pro* 
gress for four years, but no school house; I suppose he 
wiU keep school in the chapel. The homes here are 
mainly log houses, but they are generally well furnished, 
and exhibit considerable taste. 

Wilberforce settlement is 16 miles from London. — 
One word as to its origin. Preyions to 1689, a great 
many coloured people moved from the Slave States into 
the State of Ohio, which, up to 1846, had laws preventr 
ing coloured people from living in that State, but many 
eame into the State being ignorant of the existence ci 
such an enactment. In 1839 this law was put in force, 
and 1000 coloured people were driven out of that State. 
Previous to their emigration, they sent a deputation to 
the Governor of Upper Canada, to ascertain whether or 
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not he 'would allow them to settle m Canada, I copy his 
reply; 

" Tell the Bepublicans on your side of the line, that 
we Boyalists do not know men by their colour. Should 
you come to us, you wiU be entitled to all the privileges 
of the rest of his Majesty's subjects." 

SIR JAMES COLEBROOK. 

This people, knowing that Wilberforce was a friend 
to their race, named their colony after him. This colony, ' 
as a farming region, is surpassed perhaps by few; they live 
in good houses generally, and pay more attention to 
stock than in most of the settlements. The people have 
more information, and are proving their capabilities for 
self-government. 

A remark or two relative to the Elgin settlement : — 
This is decidedly the most improved of any colony in 
Canada, it perhaps numbers 800 coloured people, with a 
chapel and school. The school has been in regular ope- 
ration for several years, the Rev. Mr. King is their 
instructor. God has abundantly blessed his labours, in 
bringing many to a knowledge of the Truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus ; and also in developing their intellects, and 
moulding their characters, by which they have unques- 
tionably demonstrated their original capacities for self- 
government. I much regret that we have not more such 
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ihitli&I c|ery«iito of Go4 smwg tb^ Q^pred pq>^}|Mli<# 
of Canada, we suffer more than can be imagined froiy 
the want pf siiph qi^alified teachers. H^ is poshing for- 
^^^?4 Iheiy ete^aliopL sUU fRr^b^; m^ QqA bW hif» 
«Sb^ in jjb^ futiu^ as He hc|3 ^ow Wt^eirtp. Qj^j 
(me arrest for crime in ij^ii^t pprnqva^it^, ffi^^mg ^ 
eff^nfte^ pf qple^ fjpqif^ IB^O to fhe present time. 

It would be my pleasure to enter more extensively 
ilrte Ib^ir cfmdi^f)n, Irfil in a mpre sketch }Xke 4MS| it is 
iqi^^f^y^l^; hmi^t U-^ellij^g frqnfi pl^ t^ plac^« afi 
1 1^, 1 04Rpot give tb^ time and att^tum the si^l^ec^ 
i^qilifies. I Im^v^ ajreadjy protr«vel^ flay at^t^ents to ^ 
greater eapteiit <haii X fir^t ijat;Qnde4; howey^r, p^ only 
obje<:t hfi3 be.ex]^ ta pr^qxt fi^ts depved fi'om perspuftl 
observation, without any attempt whatever at a display 
pf leanuBg or i»l&^% <^f which I C4pw>t jboast I fliust 
now redeem my P^owse given on a previous pi)ge* Tlfe 
Negro mind is pecuUnrly susceptible of religious impzei|- 
sion^, and tl^^t mneh n:^ay he bqp^ and lpoke4 for frwf. 
piantii^g of (yhnstianity m a soil so ff^vonrahle to it^ 
development Naturally, the N^o ip g^f^^e, tefuibi^bH 
htmible jmd simple. ^hy^^csHy and mexftaUy cindurii^g* 
which he h^, beyond a doubt proved, by patiently eiv- 
during the galling yo)(e of inbiu^iuvi^ Qj^^ir^fiion on tb^ 
North American continent Ipr tjwo centwrif9f(. 7?boy Tf^ 
jceive a dying Saviour's love with sfefinty a^ JW>Tr:tb^ 
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faith t^liich hopeth all things, believeth all things, 
loveth all things, they embrace readily, because it 
best accords with their warm, and overflowing sympa- 
thies, Mid nssiti^ieeting kincBy nature. They are 
easily mowed to te«rs on religious subjects, such as 
I3ie crueifiotion of Khe Saidour ; the joys of the world 
to come, &c. ; th^e are themes upon which tiiey are most 
easily brongbft into sympatby. In the midst o^^ sermon 
they seem literally enohiinitad, thdr eyes set upon the 
8|p«a|i0r» sowie ▼itb their monlihs opect, with all the mm* 
pli0|ty of children, 0<SQaBio&aU(y exelaisning, ** Thank 
0odr "Aii^n!" « Thanky Jesus r olihers shout aloud, 
'' GI0X7 to Gp4 i^ the hi^est!*' f?,ll on the floor* and 
sooner mpre ^elf-possessed, shaking each others hap48> 
say^ij^ " I am free both soul and body:" The minist^ar 
pauses until the flash of excitement abates, and when 

th^y resume their sea|fi, he proceeds as before, com- 
mencing where he left off. To suppress the manifesta- 
tion of their feelings, would be a means of destroying 
their happiness. 

It is a great privelege to stand forth and proclaim 
the gospel of salvation to hundreds around you rescued 
from Slavery, both soul and body, and invite them to 
enter into the glorious liberty of the sons of God, where 
they will see their blessed Saviour, and receive a happy 
congratulation ''enter iiito the joys of thy Lord, prepared 
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for thee from the foundation of the world. '* These 
are they that have come up through great^ tribulations, 
and have washed their robes and made th^m white in 
the blood of the Lamb. 

I wish, if possible, to disabuse the minds of many 
who are not favorably disposed towards the Negro race, 
or who have only a supei^cial knowledge of their eon- 
dition ; they seem to think the Negroes are a noisuice^ 
or,in other words, they are so numerous^ thatthe Canadians 
are at a loss to knowwlHt to do w& limm. It iatnie 
some persons in Canada seek tliis mediod of venting their 
spleen upon this helpless and unfortunate race ; but it is 

» 

not true they have become so numerous as to baffle the 
ridll and judgment of the inhabitants as to their well- 
being. I would much rather have them flood the cold 
I and dreary region of Canada free» than have them con- 
I tinue in the sunny climes of fhe Slave States, in the 
miserable condition of non-mitigated Slavery, gradually 
sinking beneath the bloody lash of unfeeling tyrants 
into their graves, only to be remembered by their friends 
with sorrow, many of whom are destined to share the 
same mournful fate. Yankees who live in Canada, 
Americanised Canadians, also many of the Irish, when 
coming in contact with coloured mechanics and laborers 
generally, who are as well skilled in their profession and 
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business as the former, and perhaps mnch better ; these 
complain very much indeed. Sometimes liquor dealers, 
who are patronised more by these classes than the 
Negroes, join in the unpopular complaints. If the 
colored people sell their produce cheaper in market than 
some others, they abo complaia, " Too many Niggers 
here, they keep the price down in the maikel, if ihoy 
continue to <x)me, I don't know what we shall do/' &c. 
Th«e vile calumniators should remember what the 
Negroes lose in the price of their produce, they may make 
it up in the quantity they sell, and thus demonstrate a 
talent for trading. These are the character of the com- 
plaints, and the source from whence they emanate. It 
is quite conspicuous that it is a mere jealousy of business 
competition. 1 think I am quite justifiable and within 
the. range of human probabilitiea in saying* not a news- 
paper editor in Canada Would feel free to subject himself 
to public censure by uttering such aspersions upon the 
coloured population. On the first of January, 1859, in 
conversation with His Excellency the Qovernor 8ir 
Edmund Head, on the progress of the coloured people, 
he made the following very significant remark, ''We 
have plenty of territory for these emigrants." On the 
12th of the same month, in conversation widi the 
Governor*General, at hia residence, he asked me '' if it was 
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my opkioB the Fugitive Siayes were on tlie iacreaGe in 
their emigration into Canada P** I aimwered ip die affir- 
matiTe. He said, is reply, ^'Weeaa atili alferd them 
hmneB in em dominions.^ 

The provincial parliament recently incofporated an 
association as a body pc^ilic, for the education of colored 
yonths in Ganada, of which I waa appointed a member 
of the committee, to write the constitution. I have only 
room for the preamble, which simply shows the object 
of the association : — <^ Whereas a charitable association 
has for some time post existed in this province, under 
the name of * The Association for the Education and 
Elevation of tbe Ookmred Peoj^e of Canada :* having* 
for its object 4he education of the coloured youth of this 
province, and their training and preparation for the 
active dolies of life; and whereas it is expedient to en- 
courage to |he utmost so laudable an undertaking, and 
the said assoctatiqn having represented that by being in- 
corporated .tliey would be enabled greatly to extend their 
pbilsuitliropie labours, and more easily manage the affairs 
and businesa thereof ; it is expedient to incorporate the 
said association, to grant the usual powers of bodies in- 
oopporated for like purposes, therefore Her Majesty,*' &c. 
If these facts, derived from the highest authority in ther 
eountry, are in any respect an exponent of public opinion' 



in Oanaday &ty evideBlly akow the public ia general are 
in fiivonr of such emigration, whtafa ie in direct opposi- 
tion to the false representations often niade,--<4hat they 
don't wish any more such people, ftc Oanada needs 
and miuleiantiiailyhaTeatiiSdept anmbvof M)oi«re, 
such ae tl^e coIoMd people, to derelop its resources, and 
bring the land iiito oultivaitioiij by which its value will 
be enhanced, both to the interest of the 6wner and the 
go\E«niinent Taxes asse^ned for govemmeBtal purposes 
are in- propontion to the vatne of th^ property thus taxed, 
eonseqjaently the Ugher the st^te ^f cnltlTation into which 
this land is bronglit, the more profitable it is to the 
government Therefore every possible eneonragement i$ 
held out by govecnment foremigr^tioB — Fugitive Slaves, 
as weU as otheiB. It is to be hoped these evidences are 
quite suffici^Dit to satisfy those who have been misied on 
this point If you pi^evcint the Slave, flying fram bis 
chains and handenfiia, entering Ganadii^ where he is 
frc», under the magna chu^ta of the British constitution, 
which knows no man by Ab colour of bis skin, I geik 
for die Sieve, and in the name pf humanity, where wSl 
you allcfw him to go ? What shall we do with the 
1,200 earning Jiorthward overy year, seeli^ng freedom 
if haply Ihey may find it ? Will you be so cruel, so 
Send^lite, to send them back into perpetual bondage f 
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" Qod forbid !'* They will ran away more and more, in 
»pite of all the Fugitive Slave Laws that the American 
government may pass. 

I have elsewhere confined my remarks to the better 
class of the oolonred population, in order to show their 
capabilities to self-government and civilised progress. 

We will now speak more especially of the mass and 
their condition. On their arrival in Canada they are 
in a perfect state of destitution, among strangers, and in 
a strange country ; you gwho a^ accustomed to travel, 
even with means to supply your various necessities, know 
liow you feel when on your first journey, and arrived 
the first time in a strange country and among strangers, 
every face on which your eye falls is to you strange. 
Then arises in the mind a kind of a lonely feeling, and 
a deure to be at home ; but alas, it is far, far away. Toa 
ar^ by these past reflections prepared, at least in some 
degree, to sympathise with those who have fled from 
taskmasters,— cruel drivers — the bloody lash — the clank- 
ing of handca£b— and above all, the unrighteous laws 
that sanction these evil practices. They have sought and 
hap^y found a home sacred to freedom. In notany 
instance they find themselves surrounded by many sym- 
pathising friends. Friends — ^they are well worthy of 
the name ; many of whom have drank deep of oppres- 
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sion's cup, but tBrough the providence of a kind 
Heavenly Father, have reached their much-desired haven, 
like their brethren, kindsmen according to the flesh, 
"whom they now shelter. They are made welcome to 
their new homes, and receive many happy congratula- 
tions. It is to them soothing balm poured into their 
wounded souls and much-depressed spirits Our first 
dutv is to supply them with food and raiment, such too 
as are best suited to the climate into which they have 
just come. In almost every case they are destitute of 
both. The colored population are expected by the white 
citizens to perform these duties, or at least bear the 
burden of it, from their identity with the sufferers. We 
have more emigrants in autumn and winter than any 
other season of the year, from the obvious reason that 
the facilities are pre-eminently better for them to effect 
their escape than at other periods. We are quite happy 
to receive them at any time» winter or summer, day or 
night. Though we are very much burdened with in- 
creasing responsibilities, yet our souls leap for joy when 
one succeeds in reaching this virgin soil, Canada. As 
the mass of the people are themselves poor, they are 
unable to meet the entire demands continually made 
upon them. The more benevolent of the community 
who are interested in the moral and religious elevation 
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of this cl&9B». .assist Aum^^ whidi eontribiitet much to the 
alleviation of their sajBbriiig, and makes the responsibility 
muA ^aaier with ns* However^ after we have put them 
in poBitinai jnitable for empi<^Bpeiil» we ieei oniselves 
very mnch reUeved. There is ^ kind of independency 
.whieh is rajther eomm^abley-T* they like to have 
the nane of adnunistering to their own necessities, and 
it is to them a self-portification when nnftble to do so* 
This ma; not be applioaUe to some ; I think it is not ; 
but it pervades to a veiy great extent Even with the 
aid of many good friends in Canada we are still unable 
to meet the demands as they inorearingly crown upon us. 
The AbolHionii^ts of the Northern States^ say from 
Boston and New Yo^rk^ have sei^t over IXKxes of elothes^ 
with old and new, and of all siaes, which have been a 
great ble^iiig. Very mtfUy hwe been relieved who 
would have &^ffered almost beyond human oonceptioUi 
but for the tinielyri^id thu$ alM<iied. Thei»e dontiributions 
are voluntfiryy and Hre by no means i^egalar^ nor indeed 
do we expect it» though much desired. But the Anti- 
Slavery friends are burdened from year to year in 
sustaining their Papers and Periodicals, Lectures^ &c. ; 
the consequence is, we have a very great amount of dia* 
tress, and distress unavoidable, and as may be expected 
a consideialle mortality among these emigrants. 
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I ^as called upon one day in mid^winter, by a man 
for a testimonial setting forth his suffering condition, that 
he might make applications to the benevolent of the com- 
munity for assistance, without which from a Minister or 
some well known and accredited person or p^nons, such 
applications would be tc^ little or no purpose; but before 
doii^ this, I made myself acquainted with the truth of 
what I was called upon to testify. For this purpose I 
immediately visited his family — his rrpresentations were 
quite true ; eves wbrse than he had said. I found in a 
miserable hut, which I will not attempt to describe, his 
wife and five children, whom they had been fortunate 
enough to bring with them from Slavery. Two of the 
children were crying, as she said, for something to eat ; 
the poor woman weeping bitterly because she was unable 
to supply their wants. She said, " Sir, 1 have repeatedly 
prayed God to send as friends — I hope you are such a 
one.'* I said, ^* If I can do anything for you, I shall 
be most happy to do so." After a few questions as to 
her condition, her faith in Christ, &c., I asked her if she 
had ever been reduced to the like condition before. Her 
answer was substantially as follows : — " When I was in 
Slavery my two eldest children were sold a short distance 
from me ; I was not even allowed to ^o to see them, nor, 
were they allowed to come to bceme. I thought I should 



die with grief; I prayed God to take me out of the 
world ; then I thought it was wrong to do so ; I remem- 
bered hearing my mistress say Canada was a place 
where all the coloured people were free. Then I prayed 
God to enable me to get there. Not knowing what 
moment my husband might be sold from me, or me from 
him, we made up our minds to run away ; during the 
Christmas holidays we asked our master for a pass (his 
written consent) to go to see our children, which he 
kindly granted. We took our children and immedi- 
ately started for Canada ; we were twelve weeks coming ; 
we prayed and travelled. Many a time we would eat 
corn by the way. She said, ** I have not that for my 
children now.^ She paused for a moment, and burst 
into tears. We were all silent for the time being ; her 
husband could no longer restrain his feelings at the 
truthful recital of this sad story, which is only one 
among thousands ; her feelings in some degree subsiding, 
and gaining her self-possession, This, said she, is worse 
than my present condition. Said I, " Very true, you are 
free; but had you not rather be in Slavery and haveenough 
to cat, without begging, as you have to do ?^ ** No, no ; 
I had rather be free, and crawl on my hands and knees 
from door to door." I could not but admire her ambi- 
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tion, and love of freedom. I Heed not tell you we 
immediately supplied her with provisions. Here were 
two Christian persons who had not attended a place of 
worship for sixteen months, not for want of holy zeal, 
strong and growing desires to do so, but their condition 
wonld not allow them. 

We have a great oMmy, both retigious and irreligions, 
siififering in this pespect, moriB fbom the want of suitiabjis 
clbthes td it them for the weather^ and to attend public 
worship, than tb« want of food. Th^ latter cases afe so 
numerous we are unaUe to supply them. Tb tneet them 
the best way we can, we hoH meetings in their dwellings 
on week evenings ; they will assemble in each other's 
houses when they are absolutely unprepared to do so in 
public* I knew a man whose constitution was totally 
undermined by consumption from exposure to the cold, 
half naked, endeavouring to maintain his family ; poor 
man^ he finally died ; but, thank Qod, he died in the full 
triumphs of Christian faith. I was in the habit of visit- 
ing the family of a pious good man, as I supposed, in 
whom I was not mistaken ; but. not seeing him attend 
chxrrch (as we call all places of divine service church), 
I began to think I mi^t possibly be mistaken in my - 
good opinion of him, I inquired as to the cause ; he said^ 
*' I have not clothes suitable to go to church ;" pointing 
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'U> those he had on, he said, '' these are all I hate/^ 
evidently felt, from what I saw, the cogency of what her 
said. A great many devoted Christians, with whom I 
have been acquainted, were thus prevented from attending 
the house of Gk>d for the same reason. Even our Sunday 
Schools, as well as Day Schools, where we have them, 
a great number of the children cannot attend because 
they are not thus prepared. In cases of Christian people, 
I have knovm the better class to lend clothes to thdr 
poorer neighbour to attend worship, and the clothes 
thus lent returned.— Feb. 23, 1869. 

The Seport of the Fugitive Mission in Canada, has 
the following article ; I use it in confirmation of what I 
have said : — " There is more than an ordinary amount of 
distress prevailing in Canada at the present time, and 
failure of the crops, last year, has caused considerable rise 
in the price of provisions in this city (London) the poor, 
both white and coloured, are suffering severely*" The Re- 
port goes on to say what we all too well know is the in- 
evitable effects of Slavery. From the general improvident 
habits of the coloured people many of them are in a 
wretched condition both as regards food and clothing. The 
few boxes just received will enable us to minister to the 
wants of many in the latter respect, and to some extent 
alleviate their sufferings. I am sure the benevolent 
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Cliristian friends ^ho have placed it in our power to do 
60, would feel themselves more than repaid could they 
witness the looks of gratitude and listen to the expressiooi 
of thankfulness given by the recipients of their bounty. 
Parents lose many of their children by exposure, a woman 
in Toronto said she had lost six, another four, ail from 
consumption; this is the disease with which, they mostly 
die, when once seated in the constitution its victim last a 
short time, therefore it has received the appellation of 
quick consumption. As to the destitute children of 
Amhurstburgh, Mrs. Hurst says : ** Children go about 
the streets with apparently nothing on but an old cotton 
frock ; no wonder they get sick and die. A woman told 
me yesterday she had lost 10 children by consumption." 
It is not to be understood that Canada is an un-healthy 
country by any means for the contrary is the fact^ this 
mortality of which we are speaking is from absolute 
de . iuition, which could be avoided if we wens able to 
meet the cases with sufficient food and suitable clothing ; 
neither are we to infer that the coloured people oan*t 
liv« in Canada because of the intensity of the cold. True, 
it is severe, especially on those coming direct from the 
South as the majority do, coming into a climate much 
colder than they have been assastomed to, even when 
clothed suitable to the climate^ they suffer very much for 
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two or three winters at least, after which they become 
acclimated, and are as healthj as any people. Bat on 
the other hand when not properly clothed, they must 
suffer prodigiously, and many, as we have said, certainly die. 
As to the readiness of the coloured people to receive 
the Gospel we have already alluded which they on all 
proper occasions evidently manifest ; we add the testimony 
of the Rev. Dr. Willes, Professor of Divinity at Toronto 
College :-— *' There are about 60,000 emancipated Slaves 
settled in Canada, most of whom have fled from bondage. 
I have repeatedly preached to congregations of emanci* 
pated Slaves, and ever found them attentive and devout. 
They appear to me to enter with more spirit unto the 
praise of God than white men generally." Dr. Willes is 
an earnest and a true friend to the coloured people in 
Canada; he hfis very frequently preached for my congre 
gation and does now during my visit to this country, he 
has relieved the sufferings of many on their arrival to 
Canada, likewise Mrs. Willes, they very often visit the 
houses and supplied their necessities. They are bold and 
fearless, willing to teach and instruct them in the Enow* 
ledge of God, attend their meetings both religious and 
political, ready to give all necessary and good advice, 
these are the kind of friends we need in that country, an4 
amon^ such a people, 
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Having said so much relative to the coloured people 
of Canada, ^e will say a word as to Canada itself: — the 
Province of Canada extends over an area of 242,500 
square miles, or 240,000,000 acres, consequently one- 
third larger than France, and nearly three times larger 
than Great Britain and Ireland, the settled portion is 
about 40,000 square miles, the entire population in the 
Canadas exceeds 2,600,000. That part of Canada east 
of the Ottawa river is called Lower Canada, the inhabi- 
tants are chiefly French extraction, in this part of the 
colony, 160,000,000 acres ; and not more than 
15,000,000 have been surveyed. Upper Canada, west of 
the Ottawa river, the majority of the population are 
British, an enormous system of Lakes, forms a net- work 
of water communication over the entire province, and a 
line of rivers connecting the inland Lakes with the sea, 
between the inland waters and the sea, the remotest reces- 
ses of Canada are within the reach of trade and navi- 
gation, and large vessels can proceed a distance of 2,000 
miles inland. The lines of railway are the Great 
Western and Grand Trunk, with a few other still shorter 
lines, altogether about 849 miles. The reader has now 
before him a geographical bird's-eye view of that great 
province, possessed by nature ; many very great advan- 
tages quietly waiting the indefatigable hand of humam 
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industry to develope it for tLe benefit of the mhabitaots. 
The two great wants of Canada are capital and produc-* 
tion. We are happy to say the capitalists of England 
and Scotland are emigrating there much more than for- 
merly ; and all the more necessary, because of the influx 
of the Fugitive Slaves and free coloured people from the 
State, with whom they come in direct contact and aid 
in their elevation, and it is still more necessarj^ because 
the former knows nothing of American prejudice against 
colour, which is contrary to all law, both human and 
divine. The resources of this country must be developed ; 
it therefore requires labourers to do that, there is suffi- 
cient room for such labourers from all countries, the 
Fugitive Slaves, and the free labourers can all find 
ample space on which to settle and labour, the former are 
coming in almost 2,000 yearly. They have been brought 
up in the manual labour school, out of which they have 
come to Canada; they need not be taught how to labour, 
but may be taught "economy to direct and regulate that 
labour to the best advantage. This is a forced emigration, 
nevertheless, I am happy to say many are honourable and 
worthy colonists. We look anxiously forward to no distant 
day when Canada will be the brightest gem in the crown 
of our world — renown Queen. We have the territory, 
the lines of rivers and chains of lakes for navigation, we 
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are gradually getting the capitalists, and the laboufers 
still faster. In the advancement of any country three 
ff^ncies are essentially necessary — the Bible, the 
Church, and the Press. 

Civilizatiou, without Christianity, makes but slow 
progress in any portion of the world. Human Govern- 
ments are only correct when based upon the great prin- 
ciples of the Bible and influenced by the doctrines 
of the Cross. They then become the hving and 
resussitating elements of the whole machinery. — 
Therefore, the prosperity of a Nation depends upon its 
conformity to the Word of the living and true God. In 
this respect, England may be proud — perhaps this is too 
strong a term ; but in this she may rejoice and praise 
God. I verily believe her National prosperity is the 
result of her tenacity to the Word of God. An African 
King sent an Ambassador to England to enquire of Her 
Majesty what was the secret of England's greatness, he 
standing in her august presence, — she presented to him 
the Bible, saying, " Tell your King, this is the secret of 
England's greatness.'* This act speaks volumes in favor 
of religion. This Bible is quite suflScient to raise be- 
nighted Africa to the same eminent and praise-worthy 
position, by its undying influence, — she once walked hand 
in hand with her sister Nations in the advancement of chris- 
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tian civilization. This noble act again i^aks volumes hb 
the acknowledgment of equal moral, religious and poKtical 
rights of that degraded race, which the United States 
most decidedly refuses to acknowledge. Our gracious 
Queen was not ashamed nor afraid to stand in the presence 
of one of the Sable Sons of Africa, and from her own hand 
presented to him the precious Word of God. The Church 
is the mighty agent, under God, to accomplish this great 
work. To her, God gave this Word, and said, "Preach 
the Gospel to every Creature," to the Savage, the Rude 

Barbarian, the Cultivated Greek, the North American 

< • 

Indian, the American Slave, the Proud and Haughty 
Anglo-Saxon, — yes, "to every Creature," without respect 
of persons; this is the duty of the Church. "Preach 
deliverance to the Captive." The Press is the great 
circulating medium through which she speaks to thou<- 
ands in one breath, and sends truth over a whole Empire 
with lightning speed; thousands of Volumes of God's 
Word are cast abroad among the Nations of Earth's 
teeming millions; by means ofwhicb,we can converse with 
distant friends. Through the Press, the justice of God 
is vindicated--^truth, love and mercy, shown in their true 
positions and relations — the social, civil and political 
rights of man are advocated. The Press is a means of 
drawing out the latent eneigies of the human mind, and 
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of placiag man in his legitimate and proper position 
before the world. 

People with sufficient courage to leave the house of 
bondage, and to succeed in reaching a Land of Freedom, 
as the Fugitive Slaves have done, should have thes^ 
mighty agents to promote their happiness in their new 
homes, which they prize so dearly. They have the Bible, 
but it needs to be more generally circulated amoog them. 
Religious knowledge should be circulated more freely. 
We have tlie Church, but her cords need strengthening, 
and her borders extended. We have the Press, but not 
in direct contact with the coloured people, and devoted to 
their special interests, except the one to which we have 
already referred — to establish a Press upon a more solid 
basis is the object of my friend and brother, Wm. H. 
Day, Esq., in visiting this Country, seeking aid from the 
British Public, for the special benefit of the Fugitive Slaves 
and coloured population, through which their rights may 
be more effectually vindicated, and their cause amply 
sustained by one identified with themselves^— whose intel- 
lectual and moral attainments, as well as many years* 
experience in the editorial department, has emiifently 
qualified him for this profession. 

Knowing Mr. Day, as I do, and as a labourer with 
me in Canada, among our suffering brethren, in our re- 
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spective spheres of action, I can speak witb confidence of 
his fidelity, integrity, faithfalness in the cause of freedom, 
and his ability to condact sach a Press, when establisrhed« 
I hope, therefore, he may succeed in obtaining the smn 
required ; and when the Press is established, it may, in 
part, be supported by the friends of this country. That 
by the united efforts and influences of these variegated 
agencies we may succeed, by the Grace of our common 
Lord, in building up and establishing the coloured people 
in Canada, on a more solid basis ; and they, thereby, be 
fully prepared for the higher duties of life, by means of 
which they may exert a reflexive influence upon the 
nefarious system of Slavery in the United States, and 
thus aid in the great work of human emancipation. 



APPENDIX. 

Slavery originated in a spirit of gain, by which it is 
alone snstedned. It is thought the same agency is the 
only effectual method to overthrow it in the United States. 
If not the only effectual one, to my mind, it is certainly 
one that should not be overlooked by Abolitionists strug- 
gling against this gigantic evil ; they should eagerly and 
earnestly lay hold of every thing, andadopt every method con- 
sistent with Christianity, that would effect its final aboli- 
tion. The profit derived from the culture of Cotton is the 
chief support of Slavery in the United States, for whatever 
shall prove available in making Slave labour unprofitable 
must of course cause the demand for that labour to cease. 
To accomplish this result by means of the cultivation of 
Cotton by free labour, should be the object of the friends 
of the Slave, not with motives to injure the Slaveholders, 
but to free the Slave. I doubt not but much more Cotton 
would be cultivated by the Slaves in a state of freedom 
than is now cultivated ; it is quite obvious that a man 
will do a greater quantity of labour, and better in quality, 
by the stimulus of wages than by the force of the lash. 
If a white man is prompted to labour by the love of gain, 
it is very clear to my mind a black man will do the same ; 
the love of gain is an innate principle of human nature, 
and is not therefore confined to any class or complexion 
of individuals ; only assure them they will receive a just 

remuneration for their services there will be no lack for 

« 

labourers. 
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Dr. Cooper, of South Carolina, in his letter on Political 
Economy, estimates the labour of a Slave at two- thirds of 
what a white labourer, at usual wages, would perform. 
Put a Slave in a condition of freedom with the white 
labourer, he would perform as much labour ; consequently 
the demand for Cotton, both in the home and fore^ mar- 
kets, would be amply supplied with Cotton by free labour^ 
whereas it is now supplied with Slave-grown Cotton. 

The following will give the reader an approximate 

idea of the value of the Slaves in cash, and what the 

claimants annually realise from their labour. — I cut the 

following from ^eNew Orleans Delta^a. Slaveholding paper, 

published July 11, 1857:— 

" Tlie Slaves, numbering over three and a half millions ; 
their value, at present prices, sixteen hundred mi^ons of 
dollars. The Cotton Plantations at the South is estimated 
eighty thousand ; the aggregate value of their annual pro- 
ducts, at the present prices for Cotton, is fully one hun- 
dred and twenty tnillions of dollars. There are bverfifte«i 
thousand Tobacco Plantations, and their annual products 
may be valued at fourteen millions of dollars. There are 
two thousand and six himdred Sugar Plantations/the pro- 
^etB trf -^hich average more thsln twelve mUiions of dol- 
lars. There are five hundred and fifty Rice Plantations, 
which yield an annual revenue of four millions of dollars." 

The above evidence shows the Cotton by far exceeds 
all the other staple products in the Sunny South, both in 
number of farms and annual income. The number of 
Slaves engaged in the cultivation of each article is some- 
thing like the following : 

Rice 125,000 

Sugar 150,000 

Tobacco 350,000 

Cotton 1,815,000 

Total 2,440,000 
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These l^yes are engaged in the cultivation of articles 
to supply foreign demands, and out of them all, Cotton is 
the strong pUlar upon whidii Slaver^ commercially rests 
m the United States. Think of i1h**-aver a million of 
Slaves engaged in the cultivation of one single artiele 
Cotton, averaging more than 220 to a Plantation. 
DfiveiA applying ihe lash at their will upon the tender 
persons of females as welt as males ; think again, that 
five-sevenths of all the Cotton consumed in Eingland is 
cultivated by these l^ves. The threads o^ which yoiir 
garments consist are stained with the blood of l^e Slave ; 
the diriver buries the bloody lash in the quivering flesh of 
bis victims, extorting their unrequited labour to add to 
your comfort ; in order more effeotually to do this the 
Slaves are kept in ignorance. Give them knowledge — 
they will free themselves. Think of it ' You buy chains, 
handcuffs, and whips, by which the Slaves are punished. 
Yea, you do more than this : you pay for the Slaves them- 
selves, by purchasing Cotton. Four millions of bales of 
Skve-grown Cotton are sold in the British market annu- 
ally ; this amount increases as the demand increases. The 
price of Slaves varies with the price of Cotton.' " When 
Oottonis 14 cents per pound a Slave is worth 1,400 dollars ; 
every cent per pound adds a hundred dollars to the value 
of the Slave." Such was the statement of Mr. Walker, 
in which he was quite correct. Hence an immense forced 
emigration takes place between the Slave States. It is 
calculated that 30,000 Slaves, or more, are bought and 
sold annually ; tens of thousands of poor Slaves are torn 
friom their husbands, wives, and children, precipitated 
upon the Cotton-growing States, swelling in many locali- 
ties an already over-crowded population. On many a 
Plantation, and in many a Slave-coffle, there is heard 
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" a Toice of lamentation and weeping, and great mcffmi' 
ing ; Rachel weeping for her children, and would not he 
tomforted, because they are not." 

I have no doubt but the Foreign Slave Trade is 
quietly in operation in the United States ; in confirma- 
tian of which I quote the Nno Orleans DeUa^ which de- 
clares most positively it is so :— r" African Slaves are 
imported into Mississippi and other sea-shores. In Mis- 
sissippi there is a market fttf African Slaves, and on 
Plantations in that great and intrepid State, Negroes 
annually imported from. Africa are at their daily work/' 

These Africans are bought by the Planters, and you 
pay for them by paying for the Cotton they cultivate. 
The amount of mortality on those Plantations is alarming, 
known (Mdy to those who are conversant with them, the 
necessary results of being over-worked and under-fed ; 
when so they are without legal redress ; consequently the 
average life of the Slaves on the Cotton Farms is fourteen 
years, and on the Sugar Plantations seven years. Here 
is the sacrifice not only of eomfort and happiness, which 
the Slaves have as. good a right to enjoy as ourselves, but 
of life itself, simply to augment our happiness, and to 
promote the interest of the Owners. I have repeatedly 
seen Slaves ordered to the fields to work before it was 
' sufficiently light to weed Cotton without cutting it up, 
and then flogged because they did cut it up, and work at 
night as long as they could see how to work, without 
injury to the plant, which is very tender, and must be 
treated accordingly. As to the regulation of labour, the 
laws make the following provision: — In South Car jlina, 
*• Whereas, many Owners of Slaves, and others who have 
the care, management, and overseeing of Slaves, do con- 
fine them so closely to hard labour that they have not 
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•vffieieBt time for natural rest, be it therefore enacted, 
that if any Owner of Slayes, or other persons who shall 
have the care, management, or overseeing of Slaves, shall 
work or pat any such Slave or Slaves to labour more than 
fifteen hours in twenty-four hours, from the 25th (lay of 
September, or more than fourteen hours in 24 hours from 
the 25th day of September to the 25th day of March, any 
such person shall foi^eit any sum not exceeding £20, nor 
under £5 current money, for every time ke, she, or they 
shall offend therein, at the discretion of the Justice before 
whom the complaint shall be made," — 2 Brevard's Di- 
gest, 243. 

Georgia. — " Any Owner of a Slave, or Slaves, who 
shall cruelly treat such a Slave or Slaves by unnecessary or 
excessive whipping, by withholding proper focd or lo j-rish- 
ment, by requiring greater labour from such Slave or 
Slaves than he, she, or they may be able to perform, by 
not affording proper clothing, whereby the health of such 
Slave or Slaves may be injured or impaired, every such 
Owner or. Owners of Slaves shall, upon su£&cient informa- 
tion being laid before the Grand Jury, whereupon it shall 
be the duty of the Attorney or Solicitor General to pro- 
secute said Owner or Owners, who, on conviction, shall 
be sentenced to pay a fine, or be imprisoned at the discre- 
tion of the Court.'* — Prence's Digest, 376. 

These provisions are of no practical value to the 
Slaves whatever. The whole matter is a well-arranged 
systematic scheme of diabolical hypocrisy. No Slave, 
and no &ee person of colour can be a witness against a 
white person in any case. The Planters are not expected 
to prosecute each other for ill-treatment to the Slaves. 
The Overseers, who do the flogging and order the work- 
ing, are not apt to inform against each other; depending, as 
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they are, on the Planters for employment, liikny of ih9 
Non-Slaveholding Whites at the South are a servile and 
degraded class, like the Overseers, depending upon the 
8!arehold€r for labour to mipport their &milies ; there* 
fore they dare not inform against the abuser and have him 
brought to justice. In the name of God and outraged 
humanity, how is the Slave to have redress under such 
circxmistances. It follows, they may be worked any 
number of hours in the day at the wiU of the drivers^ 
Sundays not excepted, and in all kinds of weather. I 
have repeatedly seen them working on the Sabbath, espe- 
cially in planting Tobacco, as this must be done in rainy 
seasons, and in the spring of the year ; should it rain on 
Saturday night the Slaves are ordered out in the field on- 
Sunday morning to set the plant. . The. first gang of 
Slaves I ever remember seeing at work on Sunday was on 
a Tobacco Plantation ; my young and untutored mind 
revolted at the sight ; but by frequent repetitions of the 
scene I soon became inured to it. Familiarity with- sin 
tends to harden the human heart, and blunt the moral 
sensibilities. 

The same hypocritical provision is made relative to the 
food of the slaves : — " Lousiana, Every owner shall be 
held to give his slave the quantity of provision herein- 
after specified, to wit, — one barrel of Indian com, or the 
equivalent thereof in rice, beans, or other grain, and a 
pint of salt ; and to deliver the same to the Slaves in 
kind every month, and never in money, under a penalty 
of ten dollars for every offence.*' — Martinis Di^esi, p. 610. 

You see there is no meat, sugar, coffee, or tea, men- 
tioned in this act. This barrel of corn is in the ear as 
it comes from the field. When shelled, it amounts to one 
bushel and. a half, or forty-eight quarts, which is to last 



Yll. 

a slave one month, with one pint of salt ; allowing thirty 
days for a-fnonth, would be equal to on« quart and three- 
fifths per day. Thkr is to be reduced to meal, which 
would be a little more than a pint per day« With this 
they must work fifteen hours per day one part of the year, 
and fotirteen hours another. The prisoners in the state 
prisons, whether for life or a shorter period of time, are 
fed on substantial food, and quite sufficient in quantity, 
three times a day ; and seldom, if ever, are required to 
labour more than ten or twelve hours per day. Though 
this Act mentions no meat, I have known the planters to 
allow the hands from a pound to a pound and a half of 
meat per week. Many not having utensils in which to 
cook, broil it on coals of fire ; put it with a morsel of 
bread into gourds ; take it to the field, which is to last 
them all day. Mothers, two weeks after child-birth, 
must be in the field making a foil hand, in many instances 
putting her child in the shade of a tree, permitted to 
nurse it twice a day, though it may cry from the sting of 
insects. She may plead for permission to nurse it ; the 
overseer may grant it, or he may not ; if so, it is con- 
sideted very kind of him indeed. Reader, bring this 
matter home to your own heart, then think and feel for 
the Slave. Thus he suffers to cultivate Cotton for your 
benefit as well as others. I could write volumes on the 
plantation life of Slaves, which I have said nothing about 
in my book, because it was foreign from my subject. Ye 
mothers of England, can you do anything at this distance 
to alleviate the condition of your sisters on those cotton 
plantations in that Country ? Can you pour the oil of joy 
into their hearts ? Cease as soon as practicable the use 
of Cotton bathed in their tears, chasing each other down 
fteir sorrow-worn cheeks ; then you will have snatched 
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the blopdj lash from the hand of the wicked driver and 
dashed it into ^ thousand pieces. The gory wounds now 
bleeding while I write will be joyfhlly healed with the 
oil of gladness from your hands. You will have sealed 
up the foimtain of tears which for centuries has been 
opened ; you will have placed your sisters in a position 
where their chastity can be protected €U9 yours now is ; 
you will have struck the death-blow to this ^ant ' eril; 
I appeal to you because you can do much in this matter. 
I appeal to you because the Slave cannot* I plead the 
cause of the widow and the orphan. " I open my mouth 
for the dumb." The power of turning the scale against 
the tyrants and in &TOur of freedom, commercially 
speaking, is in the reach of England's mighty grasp. 
England is depending on America for Cotton. Millions 
of her people are employed by means of it. The eaiia- 
tence of thousands hangs upon this feeble thi*ead. It is 
with the Slaves whether they shall live or die ; it is with 
the Slaves in the United States whether they shall wdk 
the streets of this beautiful country perfect vagabond; or 
be employed in making an honest living. Suppose tiie 
Slaves were to cease cultivating Cotton unless they were 
paid for it, which they have a perfect r^ht to do, ,what 
would become of millions now depending on them fiM^ a 
living, who are employed in manu&ctoring the saw tiia- 
terial which they cultivate ? What would the capitftliits 
do in Lancashire ? Their large manufactories must be 
closed ; your streets would be filled with beggans, the 
dying and the dead. The very moment the Slave dedolres 
in the strength of his God he will cultivate Cotton no 
longer without wages, England's commercial operation 
must cease; starvation would pervade the land; .her 
mighty ships, the mistress of the seas,, would. >be com- 
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pelled to haul down their sails. The whole country 

would be literally clothed in sackcloth and ashes. You 

may say it is not likely the Slaves will do so. I think it 

very probable, God may raise up another John Brown 

more, successful than the former. The Slaves have at- 

empted, in another State, since John Brown's death, to 

break their chains. With half a million of free coloured 

persons in the United States, daily growing in wealth and 

intelligence, one in interest and feeling with their sufTering 

brethren in the south, a large portion of whom emigrated 

from the Slave states, who are willing at a moment's 

warning, when necessaiy, to place themselves at the 

head of four millions of Slaves, and^ with the incidental 

aid of sixty thousand in Canada, in defiance of their 

dastardly claimants, would lead them to the very bor- 

dejts of Canada. With this view of the subject, say not 

it , is impossible or improbable. I speak of it not as a 

scene to be desired, but one within the range of human 

profoabiilities. " Thie chains of the Slave will be broken, 

let the hammer come from heaven or hell." Let England 

extricate herself from this awful dilemma. If the Cotton 

crops fail in the United States by any means whatever, 

r let it be their own failure, and not England's ; but now 

such- a failure would affect England as well as America ! 

Let Britiun become self-supporting respecting Cotton, by 

cultilvatLDg firiee-labour Cotton ; besides, she would free 

the Slaves thus engaged in the cultivation of this article. 

To emancipate one million would be a death-blow to the 

entire system. 

It is' no longer a question whether free labour is 
cheaper than Slave laboiur,' or whether England has soil 
to predttoeit or not : but what i$ the best plan to accom- 
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plish the desired object. I am glad to Jeam from the 
last report of the Cotton Supply |f Association of Man- 
chester, that the subject is eliciting the attention of 
members of both Houses of Parliament, and has obtained 
the assistance of the chief department of Her Mc^esly's 
Government, the British Consuls in foreign 'poxJoR are 
giving the scheme their attention md kind consideoilion. 
It is quite pleasing, in one respect, to see the Cotton 
crops have only doubled in twenty years. For the benefit 
of those who may read this book, and may not read the 
report, I extract from it the following: — **We most 
point to [the &ct, although in 1840 the Crop of the 
United States was 3,177,835 bales, and m 1860 it may 
reach 4,500,000 bales, the growth has only been doubled 
in twenty years. While the number of spindles employed 
in this country, and on the Continent was, in 1840, 
37,366,000, but in 1860, 69,643,000. In other wmrds, 
while the increase of growth has been doubled, owing 
to the high prices of almost exdnsive markets; the 
increase of spindles has more than doubled by the 
enormous addition of 15,110,000, requirmg an additional 
one million bales to give them employment. The po6i« 
tion of the trade is therefore, in 1860, so' far as America 
is concerned, worse by one million bales than it was in 
the year 1840. It is not necessary to allude totho 
numerous places that produce Cotton both in Her Mar 
jesiy's dominions and beyond them ; nor is it yet neees- 
sary to refer to what has been expended and eiq^eniDfints 
tried in the cultivation of this article, as they are faefcne 
the public by other and more able pens than mine* I 
haye spoken of Cotton because it is the giant support of' 
Slavery, but I am quite in favour of eeasii^-to use b|1 
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Slaye-labotur produce as soon as practicable. Cubian 
Sagar, which is so extensively used in fjngland, and is 
the production of Slave-labour, not only does she support 
Slavery by its use, but the Slave-trade also. It is supposed 
from 80,000 to 40,000 Slaves are imported into Cuba 
annually, who are engaged in the cultivation of Sugar 
thus used. May Ood hasten the day when Slavery shall 
be no more ! 
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